Research Seminar
Profs. Kiran Patel/Philipp Ther
Tuesdays, 11.15-13.15, Sala Belvedere

The History of the Cold War

This research seminar will introduce the main debates and approaches to Cold War History
such as revisionism and the so called “New Cold War History”. The second goal of the
seminar is to discuss the key phases of the Cold War in the late 1940s, the détente in the
1970s and its end in the late 1980s. This is crucial to understanding the conflicting
interpretations about the origins, the course and the demise of the East-West confrontation.
It can also be seen as an exercise in the virtues and failures of historical explanation and the
politicization of historiography. So far, Cold War history has mostly been written in terms of
conflicts and confrontation, but it can also be interpreted as a history of coexistence.
Following this third line of thought, the seminar will cover various areas of conflict and
contact in Europe and on a global scale. The seminar will offer several opportunities for
researcher presentations and will end with a larger workshop including external experts.
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