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Abstract

In its current discourse, the European Union depicyanized crime as a growing threat to
democracy, to the functioning of markets and toddwety of its citizens. The EU’s discourse
presents this phenomenon, in particular, as arrredtaggressor that is taking advantage of
the free circulation and establishment entailedHgy Single Market, of the globalization in
general and of technological advances. Europedetses; on the other hand, are understood
as helpless victims, as their traditional resposeso longer able to cope with the recently
acquired transnational dimension of organized crime

Following this reasoning, the EU has been devalpgirotection mechanisms- in

order to safeguard the citizens and the sociegeireral against organized crime-, based on a
so- called common understanding of this phenomeBenause of this effort, we have been
witnessing the strengthening of police and judic@loperation, the development of
comprehensive strategies and programmes, and #aiarr of new bodies and working
groups to face this problem, all in the name ofeatgr efficiency. This trend has gradually
been accentuated through the introduction of nagisligtion and the pressure of particular
events such as the Falcone and Borsellino asstisaman 1992 and the terrorist attacks of
2001, 2004 and 2005. The outcome of this processbkban the setting up of a complex
structure made of numerous repressive and preeeinstruments, where law enforcement
agencies have gained increased powers and the simptaa been put on security rather than
on the liberty of European citizens.

Bearing this background in mind, this researchegatoaims at understanding how
organized came to be considered by the Europeaonlas such a serious threat. Departing
from a social constructivist approach, it wisheg#in a deeper knowledge of the European
Union’s understanding of organized crime and toeulie its constructed character. In
particular, the project attempts to look into tleewgitization of organized crime through the
specific cases of three EU agencies: Europol, Hatopnd Frontex. The Copenhagen
School’s theoretical background, together with disse analysis, are used to trace how each
of these three institutions contributed to the s&eation of organized crime and the
constitution of the current discourse on organizéche
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