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migrations in Central Asia, both in the present and in the past, by focusing on human 
agency.  
 

Among the historical episodes that most dramatically effected people’s 
(dis)placement in the region, imperial colonization, soviet deportations and industrialization 
consistently re-defined Central Asian societies, reconfiguring their present structure. These 
processes among others deepened Central Asian societies’ intrinsic diversity and 
complexity, but also generated new tensions and further displacements, especially after the 
dissolution of the USSR. Those were, for example, mass emigration of former soviet 
deportees from Central Asia to Europe or population re-settlements in the aftermath of the 
inter-ethnic conflicts. For the past twenty-five years much of the debate revolves around the 
management of massive labor migration from economically and politically deprived Central 
Asian countries to Russia, Kazakhstan and China. The population adjustments and new 
migratory flows lead to social transformations in the region, like for example the novel 
phenomena of feminization of labor migration from traditional and patriarchal societies of 
Central Asia. We encourage a discussion based on research questions which address 1) 
past migratory movements, 2) migration in new societal contingencies or 3) the link 
between present displacement and historical populationist issues.  
 

With this workshop, we also seek to provide a conceptual framework which would 
allow us to explain the dynamics of migration in Central Asia, beyond the classic distinction 
between forced and voluntary migrations (Petersen 1958), which may not adequately 
capture the drivers of populations movements in the region – neither nowadays, nor 
historically. Therefore, we seek to understand the evolution of present migratory patterns in 
the region, by considering their specific social, political and historical dimensions on a 
continuous and diachronic scale – from absolute compulsion (e.g. deportations) to fully 
voluntary migration (e.g. for study and professionalization reasons). Within this continuum, 
we seek contributions accounting for the full range of migration types, including also 
forced migrations provoked by violent conflicts, migrations related to ethno-linguistic 
discrimination of minorities, migrations provoked by natural disasters, and labor migrations. 
 

During this two-day workshop, we would like to discuss with the participants the 
possibility of issuing a peer-reviewed *(or edited) volume based on the papers presented.  
 

A submission of an abstract of max 500 words is required to participate with a 
presentation, and for the contribution to be enlisted into the series of working papers. All 
interested candidates shall submit their respective abstracts by April 27th to 
nodira.kholmatova@eui.eu / krzysztof.krakowski@eui.eu /  heloisa.rojas@eui.eu .  
 


