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Short abstract of the workshop Credits Credit requirements Organising 
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1 Bauböck, Rainer 11-12 May 2017 Methods in Political Theory Ian Carter,  Andrew Mason, 

Richard Bellamy 

Long a neglected part of normative political theory, theorists are now increasingly paying 

attention to issues of methodology. What kinds of questions should we ask in political 

theory and how should we address these questions? What are the criteria for good 

normative analysis in political theory? To what extent are diverging substantive conclusions 

determined by different methods of theorising? In this workshop, we will discuss such 

questions by focusing on three of the most prominent topics in this field, namely the role of 

conceptual analysis in normative theory, the distinction between ideal and non-ideal 

theory, and the relevance of intellectual history for contemporary normative theory.

10 Full participation on both days of 

workshop. Before the workshop: 

submit  a commentary on the 

readings or an original paper on one 

of the workshop topics of 2.000 – 

4.000 words.

Monika 

Rzemieniecka

2 Bartolini, Stefano & 

A. Hemerijck

27-28 April Process Tracing and Path 

Dependency 

TBC 10 Adele Battistini

3 Bernardi, Fabrizio & 

Gambetta Diego 

12, 13, 15 

December 2016

Causal Inference Paul Bauer, 

MWF

Paul Bauer, MWF This workshop accompanies the course “Advanced Research Design” (ARD) taught by 

Fabrizio Bernardi and Diego Gambetta. While ARD focusses on the theoretical 

underpinnings of causal inference and the assumptions lurking behind different 

identification strategies, this workshop will provide students with the practical skills to 

apply those techniques in empirical research. Thereby, we’ll replicate one or two studies 

that are exemplary in their use of particular identification strategies. We’ll discuss 

strategies and replicate examples from studies that use instrumental variables, difference-

in-differences and regression discontinuity designs. The aim is to give students hands on 

experience so that they may apply those strategies in their own research later on.

10 In order to obtain the 10 credits, 

participants are required to:

1) attend regularly;

2) finish and hand in the exercises 

given during the workshop.

Martina Selmi

4 Blossfeld, HP 27-28 Apr 2017 Socio-Economic Panel Study Marco Giesselmann Prospective and retrospective panel data have become an increasingly important data 

source for the social and political sciences. This can be explained by the rising importance of 

the life-course paradigm in sociology which often utilizes retrospective and prospective 

data on peoples’ lives. Contemporary methodological discourses also focus on longitudinal 

data as an important means to validate causal interpretations. One of the most important 

sources for longitudinal research is the German Socio-Economic Panel Study (SOEP). In this 

two day workshop, we will explore SOEP data for life-course and causal analysis.  The SOEP 

is a representative longitudinal survey of the population in Germany conducted annually 

since 1984. It collects data on topics such as household composition, employment and 

family biography, income trajectories, health, education, life satisfaction, and personality. 

Working with a rich longitudinal dataset like the SOEP offers numerous possibilities but also 

requires specialized skills. The workshop offers participants the opportunity to gain a well-

grounded first understanding of how to work with SOEP data. Additionally, the core 

analytical potentials of the SOEP (and longitudinal data in general) will be explored. The 

participants will be introduced into the basics of longitudinal analysis; after the course, they 

shall be able to perform their own basic life-course analysis utilizing SOEP data. 

10 The software used in the workshop 

will be Stata. Basic knowledge of 

STATA and regression techniques is 

required. Credits can be obtained 

subsequent to the course on the 

basis of an assignment. 

Adele Battistini

5 Bohle, Dorothee 22-23 May 2017 The Return of Economic 

Nationalism 

Vera 

Scepanovic, 

MWF

This workshop will explore the origins and consequences of this return of the nationalist 

discourse in economic policy-making. Championed mostly from the far right, the mix of 

appeals for greater economic autonomy, sovereignty from the transnational capital and 

social justice has raised a daunting challenge not only to the liberals but also to the left. To 

what extent are these representative of broader political realignments? Which legal and 

political claims are being marshalled to legitimate certain interests over others? What are 

the forces and the coalitions that are behind the new turn to economic nationalism? And 

most importantly, to what extent have they actually challenged the current liberal regime 

governing the exchange of goods and capital? 

10 In order to receive the 10 credits, 

participants can either: 

1. Present a paper 

2. Serve as a panel discussant

3. Write a response paper after the 

workshop based on the workshop 

discussions. 

Jennifer Dari

6 Genschel, Philipp 24-26 May 2017 The Political Economy of 

Taxation 

The workshop brings together established international scholars and emerging researchers 

from the EUI to discuss the political economy of taxation in a wide geographical and 

historical setting. Based on formal models, statistical analysis and comparative case studies, 

we seek to understand the factors shaping tax policy reforms around the globe.

10 In order to be awarded credits, 

registered participants will need to 

fully attend the course, and read the 

mandatory literature.

Adele 

Battistini/Angelika 

Lanfranchi (RSCAS)

7 Gërxhani, Klarita 27-28 April & 2 

May 2017

Running Experiments Aljaz Ule (University of 

Amsterdam) and Arthur 

Schram (EUI, ECO) 

In this workshop researchers will develop an experimental design and run a pilot 

experiment with other researchers as participants. They will analyze the data and present 

the results. This aims to provide a hands-on experience in running a research experiment in 

social science. 

10 Jennifer Dari
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8 Krotz, Ulrich 19-21 June 2017 Global Risk and Europe’s 

Changing Security 

Environment 

Ariane Chebl d’Appolonia 

(Rutgers School of Public 

Affairs and Administration), 

Masha Hedberg (SAIS 

Europe & European 

University Institute), 

Erik Jones (SAIS Europe),

Michal Onderco (Erasmus 

University Rotterdam), 

Brandon Valeriano (Cardiff 

University)

This Executive Training Seminar will introduce participants to approaches and tools for 

identifying global security risks and understanding the scope and implications of current 

humanitarian, military and complex political crises for European security. Bringing together 

academic specialists, policymakers, and think tank experts to discuss the changing 

international security environment, the three-day seminar offers an in-depth overview of 

emerging geopolitical, technological, societal and economic risks, the drivers that are at 

work, and the possible measures for addressing evolving security challenges. Topics include 

the changing nature of state and non-state threats at Europe’s door; the rise of cyber 

dependence and ever-growing cyber fragilities; NATO’s plausible futures in the wake of the 

U.S. presidential election; and the security nexus of the migration and refugee crisis. 

Through presentations, case studies, and simulations, attendees will gain a greater 

appreciation of how global risks could evolve and interact in the next decade, and the 

solutions that will be needed to respond to and manage the forces at play. 

10 Martina Selmi

9 Welsh, Jennifer 24-25 May 2017 Interviewing Richard Caplan (University 

of Oxford)

This workshop is designed to provide practical guidance and training for conducting 

interviews in social science research. It will be divided into four main modules: 1) 

Introduction to Interviewing: This segment will discuss why interviews are valuable sources 

of data, when it is appropriate to interview, how issues of validity and reliability can be 

addressed, and what different forms of interview are relevant for research projects. 2) 

Sampling and Access: This segment will discuss the different kinds of interview samples 

available (random vs. non-random) and how samples can be created. It will also discuss the 

practical challenges of accessing and approaching interviewees - including issues of 

confidentiality. 3) Conducting Interviews:  This module will discuss questionnaire design 

and the do's and don'ts of interview conduct. 4) Managing and Analysing Data: This module 

will discuss the different ways of storing and protecting interview data, how interviews can 

be transcribed, and approaches to referencing and inferring from interview data. This 

module will also include a detailed discussion of the available software packages, such as 

NVivo. 5) Learning by Doing: This final module will involve two experienced researchers 

who will provide overviews of why and how they used interviews in their projects. This 

segment will also discuss issues related to the safety of interviewers and interviewees.

10 Students taking the workshop for 

credit will be required to attend the 

full workshop, complete the 

readings (and act as discussant 

leader for one of the first four 

modules), and design a mock 

interview schedule.

Martina Selmi

10 Eva Thomann 3 & 8 May 2017 Qualitative Comparative 

Analysis (QCA) with R

Eva Thomann (Heidelberg 

University); Nena Oana 

(Central European 

University) 

Qualitative Comparative Analysis (QCA) (Ragin 1987) is a configurational, set-theoretic 

method, suitable for the comparison of intermediate (N ≥ app. 10) to large numbers of 

cases. The method identifies necessary and sufficient conditions for an outcome (as 

opposed to correlations). Instead of assuming discrete effects of single variables, QCA 

foresees the causal role of a single condition unfolding in combination with other 

conditions (conjunctural causation); the occurrence of an outcome can have a different 

explanation than its non-occurrence (asymmetric causality); and QCA allows for different, 

mutually non-exclusive explanations of the same phenomenon (equifinality).

This free introductory workshop is addressed to researchers who are interested in a 

methodological tool that enables them to deal with such complex causal patterns. The aim 

of the workshop is to enable the participants to independently carry out a crisp set 

(dichotomous data) or fuzzy set (ordinal or continuous data) QCA and to understand the 

basic epistemological and analytical foundations of set-theoretic methods. 

10 In order to be awarded credits, 

registered participants will need to 

fully attend the course, and read the 

mandatory literature.

Martina Selmi

11 Bernardi, Fabrizio 2, 5, 6 June 2017 Event History Analysis Giuliana Giuliani 

-2nd year

Juho Härkonen (Stockholm 

University)

The aim of this workshop is to teach practical skills that attendants can use in their own 

research. Event history analysis (EHA, also called survival analysis, duration analysis, and in 

other similar ways) is a widely used technique to analyse panel data and in particular to 

observe the time it takes for an event to occur (ex. births, divorce, death, etc.).  It is widely 

used by demographers and can be an interesting type of analysis for answering certain type 

of research questions in the field of sociology and political science.

10 The participants are required to 

attend all lectures and hand in the 

assigned exercises

Monika 

Rzemieniecka

12 Bernardi, Fabrizio 16-18 May 2017 Social Sequence Analysis. An 

holistic approach to explore 

trajectories

Riccardo Emilio 

Chesta 4th Year 

SPS

Philippe Blanchard 

(Warwick University) ; Dr. 

Lara Monticelli (SNS 

Florence)

The aim of the workshop is presenting both the theoretical and empirical implications of 

the social sequence analysis (SSA), a method developed in biology and applied to the social 

sciences. SSA has indeed been developed by sociologist Andrew Abbott with the aim at 

studying social mechanisms beyond the familiar framework that sustains our usual 

methods, both quantitative and qualitative. 

10 Either present a paper in the 

workshop, or act as a discussant 

Martina Selmi
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13 Bernardi, Fabrizio ; 

Gambetta, Diego 

19-20 June 2017 Matching Methods Julia Schulte-

Cloos, Giorgio 

Malet, Simone 

Cremaschi

Luke Keele (Georgetown 

University)

This workshop intends to motivate the use of matching methods in social sciences, to 

discuss the differences to a standard multivariate regression analysis, and to introduce the 

most important matching techniques from a practical perspective. It highlights the wide 

applicability of matching methods for causal and statistical inference.

10 The workshop is worth 10 credits 

upon fulfillment of all requirements. 

In order to obtain the 10 credits, 

participants are required to attend 

regularly and to hand in the 

exercises assigned during the 

workshop.

Monika 

Rzemieniecka

14 Gambetta, Diego ; 

Gërxhani, Klarita 

1-2 June 2017 Practicalities of Conducting 

Fieldwork

Irene Pañeda 

Fernandez/Ezgi 

Guler

Anselm Rink (Columbia 

University)

The purpose of this two-days workshop is to provide researchers with hands-on training on 

the design, planning and organization of research project employing ethnographic methods 

and lab-in-the-field experiments. Researchers will learn how to prepare and organize 

fieldwork, select cases, and find informants. The workshop also aims to cover the basics of 

time and money management, as well as discuss ethical issues arising from fieldwork. 

10 Write a short final paper on the 

topic of the workshop or prepare of 

a tentative  plan for the 

implementation of fieldwork

Monika 

Rzemieniecka

15 Kriesi, Hanspeter 26-27 May, 2017 Machine Learning Techniques 

for Social Science Texts & 

Datasets

Theresa Gessler 

(SPS2), Sophia 

Hunger (SPS1)

TBC The workshop focuses on the application of supervised and unsupervised machine learning 

techniques to political texts and dataset. The goal of the workshop is to enable participants 

to apply machine learning to data collections of their own interest (e.g. parliamentary 

speeches, newspaper data or party manifestoes) and discuss the challenges they face while 

doing so.

10 Present a paper in the workshop; 

Write a response paper to the 

paper(s) presented in the workshop; 

practical assignments

Maureen 

Lechleitner

16 Kriesi, Hanspeter 29-30 May 2017 Southern Europe in Crisis: A 

comparative perspective

Guillem Vidal 

(w/ Reto 

Bürgisser)

Maurizo Ferrera (U Milan), 

D. della Porta (SNS), José 

Fernández-Albertos (CSIS)

The workshop aims to reflect on the causes and consequences of the political, social and 

economic crises in comparative perspective by bringing together researchers from the fields 

of comparative politics, political behaviour and political economy. We are interested in two 

types of research: research that focuses on the causes and/or the immediate consequences 

of the Great Recession, and research that examines the long-term political, social and 

economic development of this region.

10 Present a paper or being a 

discussant

Maureen 

Lechleitner
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