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A public organization 
•devoted to competitive project funding 

 in both basic and applied research 
•based on international standards 

Objectives:
•to promote creativity and innovation
•to increase competitiveness

 

while 

 keeping a good balance between basic 

 research and applied research

Budget 2008:

 

M€ 896
Around 1500 projects funded each year

2006: A new research funding agency for 
France:  the National Research Agency
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Funding research in the SSH field

5 main questions
about 

the ANR’s
 
grants

•Who?
•What ?
•How ?
•How much?
•When?
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Who?

•
 

Most applications
 

must
 

nominate one «
 

Principal 
 Investigator

 
»

 
with

 
a permanent academic

 
position in 

 a French research organisation
 

regardless
 

of 
 applicant’s

 
nationality

•
 

Exception: «
 

Returning
 

young
 

researchers
 

» 
 programme

 
& « Chaires d’excellence

 
» prog. 

•
 

But non permanent researcher
 

may
 

be
 

part of the 
 research

 
team and receive

 
a corresponding

 
salary

Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
Applications should nominate one Principal Investigator: French nationality is not required but this PI needs to have a permanent (‘statutaire’) position in France (such as Maître de conference, - assistant professor - , professeur des universités – full time professor -, chargé de recherches ou directeur de recherches – researcher).  But non permanent position researchers may join the project and be paid as employees for their participation.

Applications may include foreign partner teams but they must bring their own funding to the project

�
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What?

•Open CFP (Programme blanc) 
•Starting researchers Program (Programme JC)
•Visiting professorships (Chaires

 
d’excellence)

• “Returning post‐doc programme” (Programme 
 d’aide

 
au retour)

•HSS Thematic programmes
• International calls 

Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
Non thematic transverse programmes

 and thematic programmes�
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1/6. Open call (Programme blanc) 

•A completely bottom‐up, non thematic
 

call for 
 proposals

 
in all research fields.

•To give significant impetus to 
 ambitious,

 
innovative

 
and internationally 

 competitive projects,
 

focusing on pioneer 
 objectives. 

•To strengthen the international 
 competitiveness of French research in its 

 specific area.

Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
The Blanc programme is a completely bottom-up, blue-sky call for proposal in all research fields. Its aim is to give significant help to ambitious projects, internationally competitive, focusing on pioneer objectives, and in breach of traditional research paths. 

The funding awarded by ANR for such projects should represent a decisive step for initiating them, and the project should clearly aim at strengthening the international competitiveness of French research in its specific area.�
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2/6. Starting
 

researchers
 

Call 
 (Programme Jeunes chercheurs)

•To support young researchers or lecturers 
 (under 38) with a permanent position in a 
 French university or research organization to 

 take responsibilities, develop independently 
 their own research project and demonstrate 

 their innovativeness.

•Open call to all research fields including the 
 Humanities and social sciences 

Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
YR C

This programme provides the incentives to support young researchers or lecturers in taking responsibilities, in allowing them to independently develop their own research project and to demonstrate their innovativeness.�This call is open to all research fields. 

The call aims to identify and select innovative scientific projects carried out by young researchers or lecturers with a permanent position within a french university or a french research organisation who have just established an independent team, or plan to do so in the near future.



Il s’agit de faire revenir en France de jeunes chercheurs d’excellence ayant fait un séjour post-doctoral à l’étranger d’au moins un an à la clôture du programme. Ils doivent de plus avoir soutenu leur thèse depuis au plus trois ans au moment de cette même clôture.

Le programme est ouvert aux français ayant soutenu leur thèse en France ou à l’étranger. Il est également ouvert aux étrangers ayant soutenu leur thèse en France. 

Le programme leur donne la possibilité de constituer une petite équipe (un doctorant et un post-doc) autour d’un projet qu’ils pilotent sur trois ans. Ce projet doit être innovant et le laboratoire d’accueil doit être de préférence différent de celui où ils ont fait leur thèse. Seule exception : s’ils apportent une technologie ou un savoir-faire innovant dans leur labo d’origine ou si ce labo est le seul endroit représentatif de leur domaine de recherche.

Le financement des projets peut aller jusqu’à 700 000 euros. Il comprend le salaire du lauréat (3 200 euros bruts par mois prélevés sur la dotation ANR), les charges salariales de l’équipe et les frais d’équipement et de mission. 

Le programme s’adresse à des non-statutaires au moment de la clôture de l’appel. Cependant si après cette clôture ils deviennent statutaires, la part de la dotation ANR qui aurait dû leur revenir en salaire est déduite du montant de leur dotation finale. Ils peuvent tout à fait s’inscrire aux concours de recrutement pendant le déroulement de leur projet.

En 2009, il y eu 97 dossiers soumis et 85 jugés recevables.

Le taux de sélection a été de 30% mais il n’est pas sûr qu’il soit aussi élevé l’an prochain. Nous avons bénéficié pour RPDoc d’un transfert de fonds depuis le programme Chaires d’excellence qui avait moins de très bons dossiers qu’habituellement. 

Les projets soumis au programme RPdoc étaient d’excellente qualité et la sélection a été très rude.

La répartition par discipline des dossiers était la suivante : 33 en bio-santé, 12 en physique, 8 en sciences de l’univers, 6 en chimie, 7 en SHS, 3 en maths, 4 en sciences pour l’ingénieur, 6 en STIC et 6 en agronomie. 

Il est question de rediscuter les critères de sélection du programme au sein de l’ANR avant l’ouverture du prochain appel qui aura lieu sans doute fin janvier ou début février, mais le calendrier n’est pas encore fixé.�
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3/6. Visiting professorships 
 (Chaires

 
d’excellence)

•
 

To attract high‐level scientists from all over the world 
 to offer significant funding for a specific research 

 project. Part of the grant can be dedicated to support 
 the grant‐holder (mobility or living allowance). 

•
 

short‐term (18‐24 months) or long term chairs
•

 
ʺseniorʺ chairs or ʺjuniorʺ chairs

•
 

Funded projects can receive additional funding from 
 either research organisation

 
or local authorities.

Presenter�
Presentation Notes�


�
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4/6. Returning
 

young
 

researchers
 programm

 
(

 
Retour de post‐doc)

•To offer stimulating careers to young scientists
 in France

•SSH scientists
 

are welcome!
•Young French‐PhD

 
holders

 
(less

 
than

 
3 years

 after
 

completion) currently
 

in a foreign
 

post‐
 doctoral position
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5/6. SSH Thematics
 
calls for 2010

•The Souths
 

today
•Creation

 
& Creativity

•Space
 

& Territories

Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
Previous Programmation (2009)

HSS Thematics calls :



Sciences, technologies and knowledge: current issues and historical matters

Children and childhood



Further programmation?�
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6/6 European & international activities 
 in the Humanities and Social Sciences

Pursuit and extension of 
cooperation with foreign 
agencies (bilateral calls and 
ongoing quadrilateral call)
•F/Germany (DFG): SSH
•F/ UK (ESRC): Social 
sciences
•F/USA (NSF): SS
•F/Argentina (ANPCT): on 
going
•F/Japan (JST): SSH

Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
The ANR becomes a member of the ESF

The ANR just joined the European Science Foundation (ESF), a non-governmental organisation composed of 77 national research councils, academies and other funding agencies from 30 countries. The fundamental objective of the ESF is to promote science, high level scientific research, research policy and strategy on a Europe-wide scale, and to facilitate collaboration in European scientific research for the benefit of its main members.





ANR strongly encouraged the participation of European and inter-national scientific experts in the selection process. for exemple, on HSS thematic call, the proportion of foreign experts of Evaluation Committees is near 40%. Cooperation with other agencies is also a way to gain access to experts in other countries



A way to share best practices with other agencies: as the ANR is a new born organization, we try to learn and improve. Any assessment, all kinds of advices are necessary to improve the processes. The main question: are the program contents relevant in terms of thematic choices and scientific choices?



BILATERAL CALLS

The ANR intends to implement its cooperation with foreign agencies and to increase its bilateral calls. 



For exemple, its main cooperation is the german DFG: the Human and social sciences departement has a strong partenership with the german FDG. Responses to the joint CFPs were beyond all expectation and showed that within this scientific community there were old scientific links that had either become loose or had lost visibility, and were simply waiting to emerge again. Collaboration was established quickly and efficiently, and the two agencies, out of mutual interest, harmonised their approach to scientific demands and evaluations.



 The HSS department intends to build new partnerships with the ESRC (UK), Japan, Argentina, the USA or maybe later with Canada or south europe countries. The Department's aim to devote 25% of its activities and resources to international actions should be achieved in 2009.





In those bilateral calls, each application must be submitted by at least one applicant from each country. Projects require to represente a genuine collaboration between the two teams. These proposals must have well-identified joint working, demonstrating clearly the added value of transnational collaboration.

 







�
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Follow up and 
assessment

n n+1 n+2 n+3 n+4 n+5

years6 years cycle

Definition of
CFP’s

content

Selection

n+6

)

A top down
process

to collect
national
priorities

A bottom up
process

to collect
research

proposals

A peer review
process

How?  1/2

Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
PEER REVIEW PROCESS

The ANR uses peer review to evaluate applications for research funding, and help make prioritisations for funding. Peer Review may also be used in other circumstances - for example, to evaluate progress on a large scale research project, or at the end of the research process.The evaluation committees, carry out a peer review of the submitted projects after the closure of the call for projects.�

Peer review procedure

The applications are reviewed by a minimum of two external expert referees. According to the size and the scientific scope of the projects, additional reviews may be commissioned. Applicants may be asked either to nominate reviewers they would prefer or would object to assessing their proposal. 

The projects is then assessed by a joint panel (evaluation scientific commitee), whose members.



The ANR solicits researchers, academic researchers or engineers working in laboratories of public institutions or enterprises within the European Union.  Those applying as candidates may be solicited by the ANR to take part in the project selection: either as an expert, generally consulted from a distance, to analyse the projects in detail and edit a report on the basis of scientific and technical quality criteria, or as a member of an evaluation committee to participate with this committee in assigning experts to different projects; then to participate in the relative classification of received CFP projects in order to establish the funding proposals by the ANR based on exterior experts' reports.

The competence and involvement of experts and committee members is one of the key factors of quality in the project selection process. This is why the ANR encourages motivated scientists, regardless of their discipline or speciality, to submit a nomination applica





�
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How ? 2/2

Evaluation criteria
•

 
Theoretical and methodological context

•
 

Originality and research outcomes
•

 
Research design

•
 

Qualifications of the applicants
•

 
Feasibility of the research

•
 

Outcomes and impact
•

 
Justification of ressources

•
 

Value of the collaboration

Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
The research proposal are assessed on the following eight criteria

1. Theoretical and methodological context

The application must be well-founded on appropriate theory and methodology, and this underpinning should be clear in the introduction to the

application.

2. Originality and research outcomes

The research should be capable of and designed to make a clear and significant contribution to new knowledge. Interdisciplinary proposals are

welcomed, though it is acknowledged that significant innovative research may also be conducted within the framework of a single discipline. Proposals that may be considered high-risk, in terms of advancing highly innovative theories or methods that may be unproven, and/or exploiting new types of evidence, are welcome. Risky proposals should clearly justify the risk by highlighting the potential outcomes.

3. Research design

The research design should be clear and capable of delivering the outcomes sought. The framework for collecting the research data and materials, the analytical framework of the research, and the reasons for proposing these should be clear and sound in the application. Proposed analytical methods should be clearly and precisely set out and their adequacy to the objectives clearly adressed.

4. Qualifications of the applicants

The qualifications and competencies of the participating researchers to conduct the research should be clear. Relevant preliminary work and related previous publications should be of high quality.

5. Feasibility of the research

The research should be clearly demonstrated as logistically feasible in terms of both reasonable access being assured to any necessary data, research materials and infrastructure, and the resource plan and funding request for these, including the staffing requirement proposed, being reasonable to meet them. The proposed time-frame should be clearly set out and reasonable.

6. Outcomes and impact

The potential outcomes and impact of the research should be clearly set out and appropriate, including publications. Where appropriate, the proposal should include clear plans for knowledge transfer and ongoing engagement with relevant policy and professional communities in the research area.

7. Justification of resources

The research should be good value for money, the requested cost explicitly stated and fully justified. The potential outcomes in new knowledge and contribution to policy and practice, as appropriate, should be clearly identifiable and well worth the necessary resources required to carry out the research.



8. Value of the collaboration

The proposal should clearly explain why the proposed international collaboration is required in order to produce the research outputs.

Mechanisms for communication and networking among collaborators should be clear and appropriate.

�
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How much ?

•Applications are
 

for a minimum of two and a 
 maximum of four years. The typical ANR 

 project lasts
 

for 36 months
•The average level of funding is 180 000 euros 

 per HSS project (permanent‐position 
 researchers’ stipend

 
excluded)
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When?

Just now
 
!

Dead line in januar
Further

 

information

 www.agence‐nationale‐

 recherche.fr
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Diane.Roman@agencerecherche.fr

Thank
 

you
 

for your
 

attention…..

mailto:Diane.Roman@agencerecherche.fr
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