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School of Social Sciences and Law,                
Dublin Institute of Technology,     Tel.: +353-1-402-7183 
Aungier Street,                   Elaine.Fahey@dit.ie 
Dublin 2, Ireland.   
 
AREAS OF RESEARCH 

Constitutional and Institutional law of the European Union; Area of Freedom, Security and Justice, EU-US 
Relations; EU law in the Irish legal order 
 
EDUCATIONAL AND PROFESSIONAL QUALIFICATIONS  

2005   Attorney-at-law (New York)  
2005  Barrister-at-law (Honorable Society of Kings’ Inns)  
2007 Ph.D. The Irish Legal Order and Europe: The Unravelling Dynamic Since Accession (Trinity College Dublin) 
2003 Master of Law (LL.M) (European) (Sidney Sussex College, University of Cambridge) (1t Class Honours) 
2002 Bachelor of Laws (LL.B) (Trinity College Dublin) (1st Class Honours) 
 
AWARDS, SCHOLARSHIPS & FELLOWSHIPS  

2010-2013  European Commission Jean Monnet Lifelong Learning funding award (EU Legal Studies) 
2010-2011 Visiting Max Weber Fellowship, Global Governance Programme (European University 

Institute (RCSAS/LAW) 
2009-2010   Max Weber Postdoctoral Fellowship (European University Institute)  
2009   Nomination, Teaching Excellence Award (Dublin Institute of Technology) 
2008 Learning & Teaching Technology Grant “Legal Writing Ireland Project: An e-learning 

initiative” (Dublin Institute of Technology) 
2004-2006  Broad Curriculum Doctoral Studentship Award (Trinity College Dublin) 
2004  Leonard Coling Prize & Lyndon Stanford Prize for 1st  Place LL.M Examinations (Sidney 

Sussex College, University of Cambridge) 
 
Undergraduate prizes: Scholar of Trinity College Dublin; Law School Prize for 1st place Law & French Junior 
Freshman Annual Examinations; Entrance Exhibitioner 
 
TEACHING EXPERIENCE 

2011 Visiting Lecturer, Erasmus Teaching Mobility (University of Iceland) 
2010 Humboldt University, Berlin-EUI Teaching Exchange Fellow 
2006–present Lecturer in Law (Dublin Institute of Technology)  
2006-2007 Lecturer in Law (Trinity College Dublin) 
2004-2006  Teaching Assistant (Trinity College Dublin)  
2005-2007 Tutor (Trinity College Dublin, Law Society of Ireland & Dublin Institute Technology) 
 
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE  

2005-2007  Pupillage at the Irish Bar  
2003-2004  Judicial Research Assistant (Judges Library, Four Courts, Dublin)  
 
PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES 

Chairperson, Irish Society for European Law 
Regional Judge, European Moot Law Court Competition (Bangor, UK, 2009) 
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INTERNSHIPS 

2005   Stagiaire, Court of Justice of the European Union, Luxembourg 
2003   Mini-Pupillage, Brick Court Chambers, London, UK 
2002  Summer Intern, Pretzel & Stouffer Chartered, Chicago, USA (Attorneys-at-law) 
2001   Judicial Extern, United States Federal District Court, Los Angeles, USA 

 
SELECTED PUBLICATIONS 

TEXTS  

EU Law in Ireland (Clarus Press: Dublin, 2010) 
Practice and Procedure in Preliminary References to Europe: 30 years of Article 234 EC caselaw from the Irish Courts 
(Firstlaw: Dublin, 2007) 
 
ARTICLES & CASENOTES 

� “Does the Emperor have Financial Crisis Clothes? On the legal basis of the European Banking 
Authority” (2011) Modern Law Review (forthcoming) 

�  “Swimming in a sea of law: Reflections on water borders, Irish (-British)-Euro Relations and opting-out 
and opting-in after the Treaty of Lisbon” (2010) 47(3) Common Market Law Review 645 

� Interpretive legitimacy and the distinction between “social assistance” and “work seekers allowance”: 
Comment on Cases C-22/08 and C-23/08 Vatsouras and Koupatantze (2009) 34 European Law Review 933 

� A Constitutional crisis in a tea-cup: The Supremacy of EC law in Ireland" (2009) (14) European Public 
Law 515 

� “Going Back to Basics: Re-embracing the Fundamentals of the Free Movement of Persons in Metock 
(2008) 35 Legal Issues of Economic Integration 83 

� “Being a Third Pillar Guardian of Fundamental Rights? The Irish Supreme Court and the European 
arrest warrant (2008) 33 European Law Review 563 

 
CHAPTERS IN BOOKS 

(with Cahill)“Ireland- Competition law and Article 234 EC” in Rodger ed.  Article 234 EC and the European 
Court’s Role in Developing a Competition Culture in the Community (Kluwer, 2008) 
 
OTHER PUBLICATIONS 

(Co-edited with O’Connor) Súil ar an dlí 2008 (Lonsdale Blackwell Publishing: Dublin, 2010) 
 

REPORTS 

FIDE Congress, Madrid 2010 rapporteur (with Donnelly & Conlan) Role of National Parliaments- Ireland Report 
 

PAPERS DELIVERED 

“Does the Emperor have Financial Crisis Clothes?”: On the legal foundations for the European Banking 
Authority” (EUSA Biennial Conference, Boston, MA, March 2011)  
“The Justiciability of EU-US relations” at Comparative Constitutional Evolution in the EU and US 
(American University, Washington DC, 6 December 2010) and EU External Relations Law and Policy in the 

Post-Lisbon Era (University of Sheffield, January 2011)  
“Swimming in a sea of law: Reflections on water borders, Irish (-British)-Euro Relations and opting-out and 
opting-in after the Treaty of Lisbon” (University of Salford, Greater Manchester, 28-29 January, 2010, Trinity 
College Dublin, 12 March 2010, University of Birmingham, June 2010)  
 
LANGUAGES: English: Fluent (Native); French: Fluent; Irish: Fluent (Reading only); German, Italian: 
Basic. 
 
REFEREES: Prof. Bruno De Witte (Bruno.dewitte@eui.eu), Prof. Hilary Biehler (Hilary.biehler@tcd.ie) 


