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Intent is a mental state that directs actors to achieve a certain state of affairs, fulfil
an objective, or satisfy a need. It is one of the sources of criminal and civil law
responsibility (liability). In law, this mental state is attributed only to natural persons
(humans) and artificial persons (e.g., corporations). The purpose of this roundtable is
to look at the legal concept of intent and to discuss its relation to liability through the
interdisciplinary lens of other research fields. The relationship will be discussed from
a variety of perspectives: neuroscientific, computational, legal-theoretical and
philosophical.
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the speakers call ‘as if’ intentionality,
on which basis we can analogise the
actions of artificial entities to those of humans. We already impute legal
consequences to humans and agents alike in areas like e-commerce, where both are
recognized as having the capacity to make contracts. The computational
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intentionality so understood (as framed by beliefs, desires, and intentions)
strengthens the trend in moving from phenomenological to functional intentionality in
law.

PHILOSOPHY

Corrado Roversi will present the current debate on collective
intentionality in social and legal ontology and critically address
the positions of prominent thinkers including John Searle, Ryle
Gilbert, and Raimo Tuomela.
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