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  LARISE, Dunja 
 
Email: Dunja.Larise@eui.eu 
Tel.: +39-055-4685-672 
Office nr. VF 41 
 
European University Institute 
Max Weber Programme 
Via delle Fontanelle, 10 
I-50014 San Domenico 
 
Departmental affiliation: Political and Social Sciences 
Mentor: Olivier Roy 

 
My main research interests are in political theory with special emphasis on democracy- and 
state theory, political Islam, migration, theories of culture, and history of ideas, with focus on 
political liberalism and Marxism. I research also in theory of international politics, with major 
attention on West Balkans, Middle East, Central Asia and Caucasus. 
 
I am a scientific lecturer for political theory and theory and empirical studies of international 
politics. 
 
I hold a Ph.D. in political theory from the University of Vienna. The title of my Ph.D. dissertation 
is “Political Theories of Culture in the Age of Globalisation”. I am also working on my second 
Ph.D. project in international politics under the working title: “State and Political Regulation 
within the Context of Globalisation”. Furthermore, I hold the following degrees: a MA in 
Philosophy from the University of Vienna, a MA in Fine Arts form the Academy of Fine Arts in 
Vienna, as well as a BA in South Asian, Tibet- and Buddhism Studies and a BA in Philosophy. 
 
I have five years teaching expertise at bachelor level, and one year of experience at master 
level. 
 
Expertise for Teaching and Mentoring of Ph.D. Researchers 
History of political thought, political ideologies, citizenship in context of international migration, 
state-theory, state theory in Islam. 
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  NANOU, Kyriaki 
 
Email: Kyriaki.Nanou@eui.eu 
Tel.: +39-055-4685-856 
Office nr. VF D02 
 
European University Institute 
Max Weber Programme 
Via delle Fontanelle, 10 
I-50014 San Domenico 
 
Departmental affiliation: Political and Social Sciences 
Mentor: Peter Mair 

 
I received my undergraduate degree from the University of Athens. I also hold an M.A. in 
European Studies and International Relations from the University of Athens and an M.A. in 
Political Economy from the University of Essex. I completed my Ph.D. in European Politics at 
the University of Essex, with a thesis titled ‘European integration and electoral democracy: How 
the EU constrains party competition in the member states’. In this I examined the impact of EU 
decision-making on parties’ agendas at national elections and whether the policy choices on 
offer for voters narrows as more decisions are taken at the EU level. 
 
I have disseminated findings from research at conferences and published an article in 
European Union Politics. Currently I am working on revising a second paper, entitled ‘European 
Integration and Party Policy Convergence’. I am also working on a paper that assesses how 
the EU constrains parties’ ideological positions based on their affiliation to party families. I am 
working on a collaborative paper entitled 'Public attitudes towards the constitutionalisation of 
the EU: evidence from Britain'. A further collaborative project, titled ‘The paradox of 
nationalism: a comparative analysis of left and right wing party discourse in the 2009 EP 
elections’, is to be presented at the APSA Conference in September 2010. 
 
I was a Fellow in European Politics at the Department of Government at the London School of 
Economics and Political Science from October 2009 to September 2010. I delivered lectures on 
a range of topics for team-taught courses. In addition, I taught postgraduate courses on political 
behaviour, comparative European politics and research methods. Prior to that, I taught in the 
Department of Government at the University of Essex, contributing to courses on West 
European politics and international relations. 
 
Expertise for Teaching and Mentoring of Ph.D. Researchers 
Political Behaviour, Comparative European Politics, Research Methods. 
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NOVAK, Stéphanie Julie 
 
Email: Stephanie.Novak@eui.eu  
Tel.: +39-055-4685-646 
Office nr. VF 104 
Homepage: 
www.college-de-france.fr/default/EN/all/rat_soc/equipe.ht 
 
European University Institute 
Max Weber Programme 
Via delle Fontanelle, 10 
I-50014 San Domenico 
 
Departmental affiliation: Political and Social Sciences 
Mentor: Adrienne Héritier 

 
I hold a Ph.D. in Political Science from Sciences Po Paris (2009). My dissertation was titled: 
‘The shadow of consensus. The use of qualified majority voting in the Council of the European 
Union.’ In the Council, when qualified majority voting is the legal rule, ministers seldom actually 
vote. Instead, according to most studies, they decide “by consensus”. In this context, my 
dissertation addresses two questions: Why do ministers so rarely vote? What does the 
ambiguous notion of consensus actually refer to? On the basis of interviews with Council 
members, I attempted to show that the principle of qualified majority is in fact the driving factor 
in the decision-making process. Yet the combination of qualified majority, asymmetric 
information and social norms discourages the minority from expressing its disagreement at 
several stages of decision-making. Consequently, most decisions seem to be made without 
opposition. This method enhances the legislative productivity of the Council but it raises 
problems of democratic accountability.  
 
I am a Research Assistant for Jon Elster at the Collège de France. I studied philosophy (M.A. in 
2001, agrégée in 2002) and I am an alumna of the École Normale Supérieure (Paris, 1999-
2004) and the Panthéon-Sorbonne University. I have been a visiting fellow at the GSAS of 
Harvard University in 2006-2007. 
 
Research Interests: EU institutions, sociology of collective decisions, political theory. 
 
Expertise for Teaching and Mentoring of Ph.D. Researchers 
History of political ideas and political philosophy, EU institutions (Sciences Po Paris, 2004-
2007). 
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RITTER, Daniel 
 
Email: Daniel.Ritter@eui.eu 
Tel.: +39-055-4685-830 
Office nr. VF 105 
 
European University Institute 
Max Weber Programme 
Via delle Fontanelle, 10 
I-50014 San Domenico 
 
Departmental affiliation: Political and Social Sciences 
Mentor: Donatella Della Porta 

 
Prior to joining the European University Institute as a Max Weber Fellow I was a graduate 
student and Assistant Instructor in the Department of Sociology at the University of Texas at 
Austin. There I completed my doctoral dissertation, ‘Why the Iranian Revolution was Non-
violent: Internationalized Social Change and the Iron Cage of Liberalism’, under the guidance 
of Maya Charrad and Les Kurtz. For the past two years I have been teaching a self-designed 
course titled, ‘Revolution, Power, & Non-violence’ at UT. 
 
I graduated summa cum laude from the University of Charleston with a B.A. in Philosophy and 
English, and earned an M.A. in Rhetoric from Duquesne University in Pittsburgh. 
 
My research interests include revolutions, social movements, non-violent social change, human 
rights, comparative history and politics, and general issues of peace and conflict. 
 
To date, my research has focused specifically on revolutionary social movements that 
intentionally eschew violent tactics of struggle in favour of non-violent methods, such as strikes, 
demonstrations, and boycotts. In particular, I am interested in understanding why the nature of 
revolutions has changed so drastically, beginning in the late 1970s, and how non-violent 
challengers have been able to remove seemingly powerful dictators. I have argued that this 
development is a consequence of structural factors on the international level combined with 
strategic decisions made by revolutionary leaders and participants. 
 
Expertise for Teaching and Mentoring of Ph.D. Researchers 
Revolution, Power, & Non-violence. 
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  SHNAYDERMAN, Ronen 
 
Email: Ronen.Shnayderman@eui.eu 
Tel.: +39-055-4685-744 
Office nr. VF 32 
 
European University Institute 
Max Weber Programme 
Via delle Fontanelle, 10 
I-50014 San Domenico 
 
Departmental affiliation: Political and Social Sciences 
Mentor: Dennis Patterson 

 
My research interests are in contemporary political philosophy, and particularly in the concept 
of individual freedom: its meaning, value, and measurement. My Ph.D. thesis, ‘Freedom, 
Persons, and External Resources’ (which I will submit shortly to the University of Oxford), is an 
attempt to answer the question of which distribution of property rights is most congenial to 
individual freedom. It consists of a conceptual analysis of the concept of individual freedom, of 
what it means to be free (and unfree) to do a specific thing, and of how to measure how much 
overall individual freedom a person has in virtue of the specific freedoms (and unfreedoms) she 
possesses; this is then applied to the question of which distribution of property rights within a 
given society would maximize its members’ individual freedom. During my time as a Max 
Weber Fellow I shall continue to work on these issues. 
 
I hold a B.A. in Political Science & Philosophy and an M.A. in Philosophy, both from the 
Hebrew University of Jerusalem. During my M.A. studies in Jerusalem I was also working as a 
researcher for an Israeli Human Rights organization: B’Tselem – The Israeli Information Centre 
for Human Rights in the Occupied Territories. While in Oxford I have been teaching 
contemporary political philosophy for the Oxford Programme for Undergraduate Studies. 
 
Expertise for Teaching and Mentoring of Ph.D. Researchers 
Contemporary Political Philosophy. 
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  SURAK, Kristin 
 
Email: Kristin.Surak@eui.eu 
Tel.: +39-055-4685-852 
Office nr. VF D03 
 
European University Institute 
Max Weber Programme 
Via delle Fontanelle, 10 
I-50014 San Domenico 
 
Departmental affiliation: Political and Social Sciences 
Mentor: Rainer Bauböck 

 
My research centres on international migration, culture, ethnicity, nationalism, and 
globalization. While at the EUI I will begin a project offering the first systematic sociological 
study of the integration of highly skilled western workers into the urban environments of Tokyo, 
Seoul, and Shanghai. This ethnographic investigation seeks to understand how belonging is 
negotiated and urban identities are reconfigured in the everyday lives of these global movers 
by focusing on how they interact with the distinctive properties of their urban contexts and how 
their surrounding urban landscapes are re-shaped around them. 
 
Prior to coming to the EUI, I was a Robert and Lisa Sainsbury Postdoctoral Fellow with the 
Sainsbury Institute (SOAS, University of London; University of East Anglia) where I completed 
a book manuscript, Making Tea, Making Japanese, based on my dissertation work in sociology 
at the University of California, Los Angeles. The book examines the relationship between 
cultural practices and national meanings by investigating how the tea ceremony is produced 
and sustained as distinctively Japanese. 
 
I am also involved in a collaborative project with Professors John Skrentny and David 
Fitzgerald at the University of California, San Diego that explores global variations in family 
reunification policies. 
 
While a teaching assistant at UCLA I taught classes on globalization, collective behaviour, and 
classical and contemporary social theory. 
 
I have published articles on migration policy (International Migration Review, 2008) and on 
migrants’ cultural practices (Ethnic and Racial Studies, 2006). 
 
Expertise for Teaching and Mentoring of Ph.D. Researchers 
Globalization, Collective Behaviour, and Classical and Contemporary Social Theory. 
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  ZAPRYANOVA, Galina 
 
Email: Galina.Zapryanova@eui.eu 
Tel.: +39-055-4685-696 
Office nr. VF 28 
 
European University Institute 
Max Weber Programme 
Via delle Fontanelle, 10 
I-50014 San Domenico 
 
Departmental affiliation: Social and Political Science  
Mentors: Peter Mair and Mark Franklin  

 
My general research interests include political behaviour and party politics. In my dissertation I 
explore the determinants of attitudes towards the European Union in the new Member States, 
with a particular focus on the interplay between domestic and EU-level factors. I am also 
interested in the role of political corruption in shaping public attitudes, the relationship between 
populism, Euroscepticism and extreme-right politics, and the Europeanization of parties and 
party systems. 
 
I am currently a Ph.D. candidate at the University of Pittsburgh, and I expect to complete my 
Ph.D. in August 2010. While in graduate school, I have also independently taught a number of 
courses in comparative politics and served as a teaching assistant for others. I have also 
taught an upper-level course at the California University of Pennsylvania. Prior to my Ph.D., I 
earned a B.A. in International Relations from Mount Holyoke College. 
 
Expertise for Teaching and Mentoring of Ph.D. Researchers 
Politics of the European Union, Politics of Russia, Public Policy Process, Introduction to 
Comparative Politics, East Europe in World Politics. 
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Professor Ramon Marimon 
Director of the Max Weber Programme 
Email: Ramon.Marimon@eui.eu 
Tel.: +39-055-4685-809 
Fax: +39-055-4685-804 
Office: Villa La Fonte, nr. VF 013 

 

Susan Garvin 
Secretary/Coordinator 
Email: Susan.Garvin@eui.eu 
Tel.: +39-055-4685-822 
Fax: +39-055-4685-804 / 055-4685-894 
Office: Villa La Fonte, nr. VF 011 

 

Dr Karin Tilmans 
Academic Coordinator 
Email: Karin.Tilmans@eui.eu 
Tel.: +39-055-4685-660 
Fax: +39-055-4685-804 
Office: Villa La Fonte, nr. VF 012  

 

Sarah Møller Simonsen 
Programme Assistant 
Email: Sarah.Simonsen@eui.eu 
Tel.: +39-055-4685-845 
Fax: +39-055-4685-804 
Office: Villa La Fonte, nr. VF 012 

 

Ognjen Aleksic 
Programme Assistant 
Email: Ognjen.Aleksic@eui.eu 
Tel.: +39-055-4685-699 
Fax: +39-055-4685-804 
Office: Villa La Fonte, nr. VF 014 

 
 



MWP 

- 57 - 

 

Pandelis Nastos 
Porter/Storekeeper 
Email: Pandelis.Nastos@eui.eu 
Tel.: +39-055-4685-805  
Fax: +39-055-4685-804 

 

Giovanni Torchia 
Bar & Mensa, VLF 
Tel.: +39-055-4685-843 
Fax: +39-055-4685-804  

 
 

MWP Academic Careers Observatory 

Igor Guardanich  
Research Assistant 
Email: Igor.Guardanich@eui.eu 
Tel.: +39-055-4685-823 
Fax: +39-055-4685-804 
Office: Villa La Fonte, nr. VF 014 
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MWP Language Correction and Assistance 
(in addition to the services offered by the EUI Language Centre, by Nicky Owtram and  
Nicky Hargreaves) 
 
Laurie Anderson 
Project Assistant 
Academic Writing 
Email: Laurie.Anderson@eui.eu 
Tel.: +39-055-4685-840 
Fax: +39-055-4685-804 
Office: Villa La Fonte, nr. VF 64 
 
 
David Barnes 
External Collaborator 
Language Corrections 
and Tutorials 
Email: David.Barnes@eui.eu 
Tel.: +39-055-4685-846 
Fax: +39-055-4685-804 
Office: Villa La Fonte, nr. VF 64 
 
 
Alyson Price 
Academic Assistant 
Language Corrections and Editor of MWP Working Papers 
Email: Alyson.Price@eui.eu 
Tel.: +39-055-4685-838 
Fax: +39-055-4685-804 
Office: Villa La Fonte, nr. VF 64 
 
 



 

 

 


