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Robert Schuman Centre for Advanced Studies

Europe is undergoing a period of profound change and challenge. � e Robert Schuman 
Centre for Advanced Studies (RSCAS) is a vibrant research centre at the heart of the 
European University Institute (EUI). Its mission is to conduct high quality research 
on the dynamics of European integration broadly de� ned and Europe’s global role.  
� e objective is to contribute to understanding patterns of continuity, change and 
transformation within the Union, its member states, the neighbourhood and at the 
global level. In so doing, it seeks to analyse and evaluate the characteristics of the 
economic, political, legal and social order/disorder that is being fostered by European 
integration and explore the intersection between Europe and the wider world. 

� e Robert Schuman Centre conducts theoretical, normative, analytical and applied 
policy research in a number of domains by drawing on the disciplines present at 
the EUI, namely economics, history, law, political and social sciences. It undertakes 
large-scale research programmes and projects by successfully bidding for competitive 
research funds such as the European Research Council grants and establishing 
research consortia with Europe’s leading universities and research centres.

A Bridge

� e Robert Schuman Centre fosters links: 

• between the EUI and public institutions at European and member state levels;
• with academia by o� ering fellowships to post-doctoral, early career and 

senior scholars;
• across disciplines by practising multidisciplinarity and interdisciplinarity; 
• between basic and applied policy research;
• between academia and the world of practice.

� e Robert Schuman Centre has identi� ed three major themes that guide its work: 
Integration, Governance and Democracy; Regulating Markets and Governing 
Money; and 21st Century World Politics and Europe.
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I: Integration, Governance and Democracy

� e European Union is the world’s most developed case of transnational integration. 
Research on European institutions, governance and democracy has long been at the 
core of the Robert Schuman Centre’s mission. � e RSCAS aims to re-visit the older 
themes of European integration in order to understand the interaction and intersection 
of di� erent dimensions of integration and to evaluate the dominant characteristics 
of and tensions in the Union’s emerging legal, political and economic order. � ere 
are complex and pressing questions to be asked about economic, legal, political and 
social integration and the manner in which these interact. In addition, the Union 
provides a rich laboratory for the study of multileveled governance, new modes of 
governance and the governance tool kit deployed by this emerging compound polity. 

Governance continues to be a focus of research at the Schuman Centre as EU 
governance is highly innovative and continually develops both additional modes 
and new � elds in response to problems such as migration or economic governance. 
A governance lens enables us to raise important questions regarding the functioning 
across time and policy � elds of governance modes, the power of di� erent actors in 
di� erent institutional settings, and the role of law, national courts and the European 
Court of Justice in regulating and adjudicating on the resultant regimes.  

� e challenges and opportunities for democracy in Europe both within member 
states and in the EU continue to be a central focus of the Centre’s research agenda. 
Legitimacy and accountability are at the heart of democratic politics. Constructing 
mechanisms for the necessary democratic legitimacy and accountability of the next 
phase of European integration is complex because the EU remains an inchoate 
compound polity. � e EU consists of democratic states that have voluntarily agreed 
to pool their sovereignty but in so doing wish to preserve the democratic character 
of their domestic political systems. � e intrusion of the EU into the member states 
and the manner in which integration has privileged executive and expert power over 
parliamentary power challenges national democracy. � ere is no easily identi� able 
institutional or procedural � x. While institutions and procedures matter, the key 
challenge lies in the nature of politics in the multilevel system. � ere are many research 
questions concerning public opinion, politicisation and contestation about Europe, 
a European public space, elites and citizens, political parties and party systems, 
identities and loyalties in this strand. 

� e Robert Schuman Centre has a number of institutional nodes that underpin 
this research theme, notably, the Centre for Media Pluralism and Media Freedom 
(CMPF), the Centre on Social Movement Studies (COSMOS), the European Union 
Democracy Observatory (EUDO), and the Migration Policy Centre (MPC).
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II: Regulating Markets and Governing Money

� e single market is one of the essential pillars of integration. � e ‘1992’ programme 
which built on an extensive legislative programme represented a step-change in 
integration and much of what it created is now taken for granted. Regulation 
became one of the primary sources of public power in the European Union as the 
Commission and European Court of Justice became centrally involved in enforcing 
the new regulatory regimes. Regulating networked industries, creating a digital 
single market and building up the physical infrastructure to foster a deeper single 
market is a major preoccupation of the Union as it seeks a return to growth. As 
the single market developed, many more diverse interests, notably environmental 
and social actors, became involved and market integration generated some of the 
intense contestation about Europe. 

� ere are many complex questions about competition policy, the four freedoms, 
regulatory agencies, the balance between economic, social and environmental 
interests and the complexities of regulation in a multi-mode and multi-level context. 
� e Florence School of Regulation (FSR) is the foremost institutional node at the 
Schuman Centre addressing the big questions of European regulation. 

� e Eurozone was designed around the twin goals of stable money and sound 
� nances enshrined in the Treaty on European Union and the Growth and Stability 
Pact (GSP). Underpinning the single currency was a strong policy consensus that 
privileged low in� ation. � e initial successful launch of the single currency disguised 
the design faults in the system. However, the unprecedented globalisation of � nancial 
markets which culminated in the 2008 � nancial crisis generated considerable strain 
within the Eurozone. � e seriousness of the crisis raised many important research 
questions concerning the creation of a Euro Mark 2, the pressures for further 
centralisation in banking, � nance and the � scal area, the consequences of the crisis 
for the real economy, structural reform processes within member states and the 
serious core-periphery divergence that has emerged. Further integration within 
the euro area, in addition, raises acute questions concerning relations between the 
‘ins’, the ‘pre-ins’ and ‘outs’ and the unity of the EU itself. 

Research at the Robert Schuman Centre on these critical issues is undertaken under 
the auspices of the Pierre Werner Chair and the Tommaso Padoa-Schioppa Chair.
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III: 21st Century World Politics and Europe

� e contemporary international system is characterised by an intensi� cation of 
linkages and connections across regions, countries and societies driven by trade, 
investment, technology, the ICT revolution, international business, aid, and mobility 
of people and ideas. � e growing weight of emergent states, notably China, India, 
Brazil and Russia, points to the relative decline in the power of the US and Europe, 
especially within the international political economy. � e American-made post-
World War II international organisations, while being reformed, remain under 
pressure to further adjust in order to accommodate and to deal with the new 
realities of in� uence and power. Globalisation in turn has increased pressures for 
an enhanced capacity for global governance in many policy � elds. � e emerging 
modes of global governance are very varied and asymmetrical and raise critical 
issues of legitimacy and accountability. 

Europe is a signi� cant player in this emergent 21st century world politics, its political 
realities, institutions, and networks of global governance. Europe’s capacity to shape 
global forces and the emerging systems of global governance will be in� uenced by 
its power resources, the manner in which it deploys its power, and its coherence on 
international issues. � e international challenges facing Europe go beyond questions 
of governance to critical issues of defence and security. Europe’s neighbourhoods 
to the south and east are characterised by instability, armed con� ict and failed 
states. � is poses pressing challenges to EU member states both domestically and 
externally. � e future prosperity and stability of the EU will be determined in part 
by its ability to act in concert, to be strategic, to in� uence its neighbourhood and to 
shape the pattern and substance of global governance—in brief, by Europe’s ability 
to � nd its role and place in the world of 21st century global politics. 

� e Global Governance Programme (GGP) established in 2009 is designed to 
address the major international and global issues confronting Europe. It consists 
of four research areas: European, Transnational and Global Governance, Global 
Economics: Trade, Investment and Development, Europe in the World, and Cultural 
Pluralism. � e Migration Policy Centre (MPC) has a strong focus on migration 
into the EU.






