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Workshop abstract 

The workshop, “Gender-Based Violence (GBV) in the MENA Region” will explore GBV in 
Middle Eastern communities from a comparative perspective. Workshop participants, scholars 
who have contributed significantly to the knowledge base on GBV in Middle Eastern 
communities, will share their knowledge of the magnitude of, and attitudes towards, GBV and its 
social, economic and health consequences in the Middle East and North Africa (MENA) region. 
The workshop will also be a forum to communicate examples of effective interventions and 
policies to prevent GBV, identifying constructive steps to overcome current gaps in knowledge 
and barriers to reform. Proceedings from the workshop will contribute to the existing literature on 
the topic through inclusion in the Mediterranean Programme RSCAS-EUI Working Papers series 
as well as through inclusion in an edited volume on GBV in the region -- a proposed output of the 
workshop selection and presentation process.  
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Workshop Description 

Background 

In 1993, the United Nations General Assembly defined violence against women as “any act of 
gender-based violence that results in, or is likely to result in, physical, sexual or psychological 
harm or suffering to women, including threats of such acts, coercion or arbitrary deprivation of 
liberty, whether occurring in public or in private life.”1 Gender-based violence (GBV) can take 
many forms (e.g. partner violence, rape, trafficking) and is prevalent throughout the world.2 It is 
associated with poor mental and physical health3-5 and has severe socio-economic implications.6, 7  
As a whole, GBV is a worldwide human rights, public health, and development problem. 

The state of knowledge on many facets of the problem in Middle Eastern communities is gaining 
ground. However, the evidence base remains considerably limited, especially when compared to 
the need for up-to-date information upon which effective interventions and policy can be based.  
Large-scale, population-based survey data on the magnitude of and dispositions toward GBV are 
available only from a few countries in the region (e.g. Jordan,8, 9 Egypt,10 Palestine,11 Turkey12).  
There are even fewer studies on the social, economic and health consequence of GBV. With the 
limited data that we have, we can say that gender-based violence is widespread,13-15 acceptance of 
abuse, particularly wife abuse, is high,15-17 that most victims do not seek help, especially not 
formal help,9, 10 and that significant barriers exist to seeking help, among them, the scarcity of 
safe, accessible, effective places of protection and intervention.18  

Given the widespread health and social consequences of GBV, urgent action by every nation in 
the region is needed to monitor and to prevent the perpetration of GBV, and to assist survivors of 
this social epidemic. The proposed workshop will offer an opportunity for researchers, program 
managers, and human rights activists to convene in one place to share evidence and first hand 
experiences geared toward stemming the tide of GBV in the region and mitigating its deleterious 
consequences.  

Specifically, with a focus on the MENA region, the proposed workshop aims to (1) document the 
magnitude and determinants of GBV; (2) explore social, economic and health consequences of 
GBV; (3) share experiences of effective interventions for the prevention of GBV; and (4) review 
gaps in service delivery, policies and programs in selected settings in the region. Some policy 
recommendations on strategies to reduce GBV will be discussed.  

Potential Participants and Topics 

Individuals, organizations, and institutions currently wrestling with issues related to research, 
policy, advocacy, and prevention of GBV are invited to submit abstracts. Scholars working on 
settings with little published research on GBV (e.g., North African and Gulf countries) are 
especially encouraged to submit abstracts.  

Contributions may focus on any of the following topics: 
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1. Perceptions of GBV 

2. Prevalence and determinants of various forms of GBV 

3. GBV across the lifespan 

4. GBV and mental, physical, and reproductive health 

5. Best practices in GBV intervention and prevention 

6. Policies and laws on GBV  

7. Social and economic consequences of GBV 

8. Methodological issues in research on GBV 

9. Ethical issues in research and GBV programming 

Selection Strategy 

Submitted papers will be selected by the workshop coordinators based on the originality and 
relevance of the research question(s), quality of the methodology used, and relevance to policy 
and programs. Implications for policy and practice are expected from all contributions. Special 
attention will also be given to diversity, ensuring a balanced selection by country/region, gender 
and age/seniority of the authors. Abstracts of no more than 200 words (in English) are due by 15 
July 2009. Applicants will be notified of the results of the selection process by 15 September 
2009. Scholars chosen for the workshop will be required to submit papers pertaining to their 
workshop topics by 15 January 2010, which will be made available online per conference 
guidelines.  
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