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Prof. Donatella Della Porta

Workshop on

Triangulation and new methodological trends in research on political participation: problems and results

14 April 2008: 11-13 and 15-17 h. in room 2

17 April: 10-13 and 15–18 h, in room 2 

please register with Eva Breivik (eva.breivik@eui.eu )

The workshops shall discuss new methodological trends in research on political participation, with a particular focus on issues of triangulation. Triangulation refers to the combination of different research methodologies and methods within the same research with the assumption that they can complement one another. Even though it seems a sophisticated strategy, whose wisdom is often challenged, basic forms of triangulation of qualitative and quantitative data are quite widespread: even large-N surveys include open questions, that can be used for interpreting the results on other pars of the questionnaires, and quantitative measurement can be introduced in ethnographic observation. Additionally, different methods and research designs can be combined even within either quantitative or qualitative methodologies. The workshops aim at presenting examples of triangulation in research based upon discourse analysis, participant observation and interviews. While presenting empirical results, we shall focus especially on methodological challenges.

Invited speakers:

April 14th, 2008
Opening session (11-13):

Sidney Tarrow, Cornell University, Measuring mechanisms

Second session (15-17)
Chares Demetriou, Methodological issues in the analysis of social mechanisms
Lorenzo Bosi, JMF, Triangulating in-depth interviews with documents: a research on the civil right movement in Ireland
April 17 2008

Third session (10-13)

Stefania Milan, Between “virtual” and non-virtual methods
Annika Zorn (tbc), Thick description and QCA in the analysis of unemployed associations
Sophie Bossy (tbc), Observing Utopias and interviewing Utopians?
Fourth Session (14-17)
Elias Ntinas, Combining statistical inference with qualitative interpretation: a research on the Greek student movement
Manuela Caiani and Claudius Wagemann, Triangulating Frame analysis, network analysis and protest event analysis

Donatella Della Porta, Theory-driven versus field driven in ethnographic research on emotions in social movement organizations
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