(Go to Start(programs(stata and click on Stata10 (or whatever version you have). Mac users double-click the programme icon. 

Your STATA windows will probably look like…

	Intercooled Stata menus and toolbar

	Review
	Results

	Variables
	

	
	Stata command 




If it does not, raise your hand for help!

( If you are using Windows, choose Edit( prefs( general( windowing [On a Mac choose Prefs( General Preferences( Windowing] and change the Results window scrollback size to 99,000. You will see there are various other settings you might want to play around with. Hit ‘Apply’ and then ‘Ok’.

 [The Mac version may not allow you to set this preference – the Mac has a much larger scroll buffer by default]

If the variable names in your variables window have a lot of blank space after them, you can grab the slider just to the left of the word ‘Label’ above the list of labels, and move it leftwards to show more of the label text.
Scroll the Variables window to the first variable that is not labeled. Type 'label var cyp "Cyprus' and hit the return button. Note the double-quote before Cyprus. You can add another double quote at the end of the label, but do not need to.
About the toolbar…


Hover your mouse above each button to see what it does.

About log files…


Click the scroll button and name a logfile with today’s date, change the file type to ‘.log’ then save it to the desktop.

About getting help…


Click on the ‘eye in the sky’ and a the help viewer opens. There is a command line at the top where you can ask for help about commands or anything else. You replace the word ‘viewer’ in that line with the name of whatever it is you want help about. Try typing ‘help log’ and return in the viewer command line…

About do-files…


Equivalent to SPSS syntax files. You can open a new do-file and create all your commands there and run them from there. However, this means you cannot use the menus to help construct your commands. Better to run commands from menus or the command line, and paste them into a do-file when they work.

You can do this by clicking 3 times on the command line to select it, then copy and paste. ALTERNATIVELY you can select all lines in the Review window by right-clicking on the word 'Review'. These can then be copied and pasted.
( Click the do-file icon in the menu bar to open a new do-file editor window. Move the window to overlay the review window, or somewhere else out of the way. 


You have a command on your results screen which should be a label command. Get it back into your command window by pressing the page-up key on your keyboard. Triple-click the text to select it, copy it, and paste it into your dofile.


Select the line you just pasted by clicking to its left and click on the “do” button at the far right above the do-file window. Note that the name of the button, that appears when you hover over it, changes when you select a line.
( Type the word ‘clear’ in the command window and return. All your data are gone, the variable window is empty. Now you can open a new dataset. Go to

( File ( Open recent and re-open the turnout dataset on your desktop. This is an easy way to get back to a file you were using earlier.

Now type the following commands into your command window (except for help commands which should be typed into the help viewer), pressing return after each. When the command works properly copy it and paste it into your do-file window.

summarize turnout compuls timeleft

by elect: summarize turnout

bysort elect: summarize turnout

summarize turnout if elect==1989

drop if country==”nir”  /*Northern Ireland was a separate country in some studies*/

table elect, c(mean turnout)

EXERCISE

help crosstab

Use crosstabs to find out what is the proportion of compulsory voting countries in each year. Does the proportion go down over time?

EXERCISE:

help regress

Do a regression of turnout on compuls timeleft first

(regress turnout compuls firstNocomp yrsleftNocomp if elect<2004

(gen lowturnout=0

(replace lowturnout=1 if pol==1 | sol==1 | cze==1 | sle==1

A quicker way to do this, especially if there are a lot of replacements to make…

(for var sla pol cze sle: replace lowturnout=1 if X==1

For X in num 1999 2004: gen yX=0

For num 1999 2004: replace yX=1 if elect==X


[Note that X is assumed if no other stand-in variable is named]

[STATA 9 and later has a new ‘forevery’ command that is much more versatile but not as snappy to use]

[STAT TRANSFER for moving data from SPSS]

[OUTREG for creating tables from regression analysis]

