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In this week we take a look immigrants’ economic incorporation. It is well known that immigrants
have a disadvanced position in the labour market: they have lower activity rates, higher unemployment
levels, and lower paid-jobs than natives. The literature shows that differences in human capital (e.g.,
education, language proficiency) is important for explaining the immigrant-native gap. In addition,
systematic differences have been found between national origin groups, destination countries and
immigrant communities. The aim of this week is to gain a comprehensive theoretical and empirical
perspective on the economic attainment of immigrants.
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Ethnic Intermarriage: who marries whom? (Van Tubergen)

In this week we discuss ethnic intermarriage. Basically, two questions are central to our discussion: to
what extent do immigrants marry outside their own ethnic group, and if they do, whom do they marry?
For various reasons, ethnic intermarriage is important to study. One reason is that marriages between
members of different groups indicate frequent social interaction and strong social acceptance between
these groups (i.e., social integration). Another reason is that immigrants who marry outside their own
group have a better economic position. Finally, children of mixed marriages have less negative
attitudes towards other groups, speak the language of the host country better and attain a higher
socioeconomic status.
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