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EU voters don't have Turkey on their minds
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Many people in Turkey believe that whether Turkey, as a Muslim
country, should be allowed to join the EU is a hot issue or maybe
the hottest issue in the upcoming EU elections in June. It's not. It's

not even in the top-twenty most important issues for the EU-voters.

So what is important to the people who fill in the EU Profiler? (see
below) Firstly, the promotion of sustainable energy, even if it
means higher energy prices. Here there seems to be quite a degree
of unanimity in Europe, because the issue scores highly in nearly
every country.

On other topics, opinion is divided. For example, on the
desirability of health care privatisation. In the Netherlands this is
barely matter for debate, but in Sweden, Italy, Poland and Austria
it heads the list.

Another hot issue is terrorism. To the pan-European Euro-sceptic
party Libertas, it's evidently a crucial topic. And indeed, the
acceptability of restricting civil rights (related to terrorism) turns
out to be among the top three priority issues of many visitors to
the EU Profiler. For the Czechs, it's actually the most important
issue.

But why is the "Turkey EU accession talks, a big favourite among
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We have different religious
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But that doesn't mean that we are
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strenght that cross cultural
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important, than it ever was; with
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populist parties like Geert Wilders' Freedom Party in the
Netherlands, not important for EU voters in general?

One of the makers of the EU Profiler, Amsterdam political scientist
André Krouwel, is not surprised that political parties should have
different priorities from the electorate."Well, surprise surprise: the
elite thinks that other things are important than the masses. What
else is new in politics? Mr Wilders, for example, has been in
parliament for twelve years so he's clearly part of the political
elite. He's trying to frame an issue that for a certain group of
voters - say ten, twenty per cent - is very important. But overall,
that is not the most salient issue”.

On the other hand immigration - another favourite Freedom Party
topic - actually does matter to the electorate.

Particularly in the Netherlands and Hungary, the statement that
immigrants should be obliged to accept European values is ranked
highly in terms of importance. And now Mr Krouwel thinks the
politicians need to shift their attention to issues voters actually
care about; "Immigration and the environment are what they
should talk about, absolutely. They shouldn't talk about institutions
and whether there should be one or two foreign ministers for the
European Union, or a president, or whatever treaty."

Turkey as a possible EU country and the immigration issue are of
course close related. But it looks like that many EU voters are
more worried about the enormous problems the latest enlargement
wave caused (influx of Polish, Romanian and Bulgarians
undeducated migrant workers) and therefore not have Turkey in
their mind since they sincerely believe that Turkey will never be
an EU member.

Personally | think Turkey could be an asset for the EU, but Turkey
lost, after the official start of the negotations, its appetite for the
EU and lost clearly momentum. While only around 57% of the
Turkish population support Turkey's EU accession process, more
than 65% of the Europeans are against. Will a forced marriage be
beneficial for both?

For more details go to the multilingual EU Profiler website (also in
Turkish) and play around.
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