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EU Profiler hasa chanceto bring votersone step closer tothe
European Union

Posted on : 23-04-2009 | By : DR WOJCIECH GAGATEK |In: Institutions and
Pr ocess of Policy
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Discover your posion in the poltical landscape for the 2009
European Parfiament Elections
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e Trouw The European Parliament relentlessly tries to in
citizens about the reasons for voting in the upognalections. As on the previous occasite, EF

Wi

this time around is running an information campaimgneach citizens angopefully thereby increa
turnout. Similar tasks are fulfilled by many NG@gich in different countries organize informai
campaigns regarding the EP and the elections.

What is still missing, however, among other thingsa reliable set of informatioregarding part
programmes. In an idealized version of the demmcedé¢ctoralprocess (often referred to in politi
science as the ‘responsible party government mpdeiters make an informed choice betweer
competing parties both on the basis of their pnognas and on their government or opposition
record. Most observers doubt that this is the cameadays, both in relation toational an
European elections.
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Voters simply do not read parties’ programmes, gxstead rely on other sources ritake thei
judgment about which parties to vote for, suchh&srmedia. In tF European Parliament electic
this problem is further exacerbated by the tamtfirmed by many opinion polls, namely that tHé
citizens are not fully awaref the nature of the EP elections, let alone tlzak of knowledge abo
party programmes. So what can be done to get viotierested in these elections?

One way of doing this is through developing Int¢fin@sed voting aid applications, which aim |

at informing the citizens about party programmewamous issues, but which alace able to shc
which political party is closest to a given vot€his task isan ambition of the revolutionary voti
aid application created for the European Parliangettions — EU Profilerwiww.euprofiler.el),
launched on 23 April. Created by a group of moenth hundred gbolitical scientists from all ov
Europe and beyond, EU Profiler combinegeay attractive format of presentation (throughiwac
visualisations it offers to the user) with the leghacademic quality ensured by the presence of the
prestigious European University Institute in FlavxenWhat is especiallgoteworthy is that the E
Profiler is available for all EU Member Stategheir respective languages. The user is simplga

to respond to a number statements, which then situates him or her onBhmpean politici
landscape. In these times of e-democracy, sucls i not only enrich the electogaiocess ar
increase the public participation in political |ifeut even becomine main source of information-
citizens regarding party programmes. Votdérswever, should not expect that the advice geee

by the EU Profiler will always match their own pagreference. Nonetheless, if EU Profiler only
succeeds in giving voters food for thought, stitiotatheir independent research on what pdrties
programmes are, we will be going closer to a moebded personalization of the EP elections
more active and aware civic involvement, and hopgfto a higher turnout.

In other words, we will bring the citizens one stépser to the EU.
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