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CURRICULUM VITAE 
 
Michele NORI, Tropical Socio-Agronomist.  

 Specialist in Agro-Pastoral Livelihoods, Food Security and Rural Development.  

Nationality: Italian Civil status: married 

Born in Firenze (IT) on 30/9/69 - E-mail: mnori1969@gmail.com Skype: mich 

Temporary address:  Via Massoni, 24. 50139 Firenze 

SYNOPSIS  
Tropical Agronomist and PhD Rural Sociology. More than 15-year experience in different 
regions in livelihood systems, natural resource management and food security in arid and 
semi-arid environments. Worked with many organizations at different levels: UN agencies, 
various Donors (including EC), NGOs and Research institutes. Specific expertise in 
interfacing development practice, research and policy making.  

 
- Educational background:  

Institution: CERES - Wageningen Agricultural University (NL)  

Date: 10th February 2010 

Diploma(s):  PhD Sociology of Rural Development 

 

Institution: Faculty of Agricultural Sciences - Universita’ di Firenze (Italy)  

Date: 21st April 1995 

Diploma(s):  University degree in Tropical and Subtropical Agriculture  

 
- Language skills:   

Italian English Spanish French 

Mother tongue good good good 

Basics of Vietnamese, Portuguese, Arabic. 
 

- Key qualifications: Analysis of economic, social and institutional aspects of Food Security 
& Rural Development contexts. Formulation, Management, Monitoring and Evaluation 
of Food Security/Rural Development projects. Experience in institutional strengthening 
and capacity building. Excellent analytical, conceptual, and reporting skills. Experience 
in working with multidisciplinary teams and in complex environments.  

- Key fields of expertise: Agro-Pastoral Livelihoods; Sustainable Management of Natural 
Resources; Food and social securities; Participatory and Gender-based approaches; 
Research/Development interface; Rural Governance.  

- Computer skills: High Computer proficiency in all standard applications (word-processing, 
PowerPoint, spread-sheet and basics of operating systems) and databases, Statistical 
Package for Social Sciences, Website management. 

- Membership:  CERES (Research School for Research in Development), Vétérinaires Sans 
Frontières Europa, World Initiative for Sustainable Pastoralism (WISP), Farmer Field 
School Network (FFSN), LEAD (Livestock Environment And Development). 



 mnori1969@gmail.com 2

Date Professional experience  

2014- 
up to 
date 

Firenze. European University Institute – part time 
Marie Curie fellow at the Migration Policy Centre on the TRAMed research project 
investigating over adaptation changes in pastoral systems in Mediterranean EU.  

2013-
2014 

Mauritania - Delegation of the European Commission 

Head of Section: Food security, rural development, environment and resilience. 
UE programming in Mauritania 2014-2020 - 11° FED- Food Security as focal sector. 
Coordinator of the Revue Institutionnelle du Secteur Agricole et Pastoral and of the 
Profil Environnemental Pays . 
Formulation of the 20 MIL € Programme Renforcement Institutionnelle en Mauritanie 
vers la Résilience Agricole et Pastorale.    

2012 Global – International Land Coalition –  

Coordinator of the Rangelands Observatory with the aim to establish an 
effective monitoring of land acquisitions in rangeland ecosystems towards an  
informed and participatory decision making on related land use and investments. 

Cuba – ROM mission. Eptisa consulting, January 2013 

Mission within the Result-Oriented Monitoring system of the European Commission 
on projects linking ecological management to food security and community resilience. 

Djibouti – Projet de Sécurisation des Systèmes Pastoraux  - FAO, October 2012 

Socio-economist consultant for the formulation mission aimed at enhancing the 
resilience of the local pastoral economy. 

HTSPE consulting – Food Security Thematic Program  

Consultant for the evaluation of proposals concerning food security governance. 

2012 
– 
2009 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EuropeAID European Commission, Bruxelles – Thematic Officer in Food Security, 
Rural Development, Natural Resource Management.  
In charge of a number of rural development programs and projects, specifically with 
advisory tasks within the Quality Support Group. Themes of concern: agriculture and 
climate change, food security, agro-pastoral livelihoods, drylands management.  
Responsible for the Accompanying Measures for the Sugar Protocol (AMSP), 1.240M€, 
in 18 countries with different implementing modalities.   
I have played a prominent role in the EU initiatives on Resilience to the 2011 food 
crises: SHARE (Supporting the Horn of Africa’s Resilience), AGIR (Global Alliance for Resilience 
for the Sahel),and also of the Neighbourhood Rural Development Facility in the 
Maghreb-Mashreq region. 
Responsible for programs and sector support on agriculture and climate change 
adaptation in Morocco, Tanzania, Mozambique, Palestine, Cuba, Mongolia.  
Development of several policy briefings, technical notes and training modules for EU 
delegations – including on Fair Trade, Farmers’ Organizations, Sustainable 
Pastoralism, Agriculture Value Chains.  
East Africa - Provide support to developing the strategy for enhancing food security 
and resilience in pastoral areas in Kenya, Somalia and Ethiopia. Agriculture and 
climate change in Mozambique and Tanzania.  
West Africa - Provide support to developing the strategy for enhancing food security in 
pastoral areas in Mali, Niger and Chad with specific field missions.  
Caribbean - Provide support to developing strategies for rural development under 
changing climate conditions in Jamaica, Belize, Cuba and Guyana. 

 
2009 

 
Firenze (It) –University of Florence. Tropical Agriculture course. Jan.-March 2009 
Lecturer of Rural Development Sociology in the Tropical Agriculture master course. 
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2008 

Eastern Cape, South Africa – Oxfam Italia 
Food Security program for vulnerable people in Lusikisiki.. December 2008 
Evaluation of a rural development programme including micro-credit schemes in the 
Tambo District, Eastern Cape. Formulation of follow up activities and establishment 
of participatory internal monitoring system. Leading a team of 5 people.  
 
Kordofan, Sudan – SoS Sahel International . Kordofan program. September 2008 
Assessment of agro-pastoral livelihoods in the Kordofan regions, including Nuba 
Mountains. Formulation of an intervention strategy that enhances livestock mobility 
while providing room for management of local resource-based conflicts.  
 
Firenze (It) – University of Florence. Tropical Agriculture course. April – June 2008  
Lecturer of Rural Development Sociology in the Tropical Agriculture master course. 
 
 
Maghreb & Mashreq (regional) – CGIAR International Center for Agricultural 
Research in the Dry Areas. Maghreb & Mashreq Program. Part-time March-June 2008 
Community-Based analysis of livelihood systems and drought-related vulnerability 
amongst local agro-pastoral communities.  
Field works leading teams of national researchers in Morocco, Tunisia, Syria, Jordan. 
http://econpapers.repec.org/paper/erpeuirsc/p0223.htm 
 
Rome (It) – International Land Coalition. ILC Pastoral Land Rights. February 2008 
Leading a discussion group and drafting of the ILC strategy in pastoral areas. 
http://www.iied.org/pubs/display.php?o=12543IIED 
 
Somaliland – IFAD UN Intl. Fund Agric. Development. 
North Western Integrated Rural Community Development Program,  January 2008 
Evaluation of phase I of the program, and Formulation of follow up investments for the 
II phase of the program. 

  
 
2007 

West Bank (Palestine) – Ucodep NGO. Emergency Preparedness. December 2007 
Needs and vulnerability assessment amongst Bedouin communities inhabiting the 
Jordan valley. Formulation of an intervention proposal for ECHO funding. Leading 
team of 5 local veterinarians / animal production technicians. 
 
Firenze (It) – University of Florence. Tropical Agriculture course. Oct. – Dec. 2007  
Lecturer of Rural Development Sociology in the Tropical Agriculture master course 
 
Vietnam - Medical Committee Netherlands-Vietnam.  
Community-Managed Health and Livelihood Development Program. September 2007 
Mid-term Evaluation of the program among poor ethnic minorities in Central 
Vietnam, Khanh Hoa province. Leading a team of 4 consultants. 
 
Somalia – WFP - World Food Program, Regional Office EAfrica.  
Vulnerability Assessment and Mapping, May 2007 
Assessment of food security needs in pastoral areas of Northern Somalia and 
formulation of a strategy that shifts out from direct food aid. 
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Wageningen (NL) &  Somalia – Wageningen University. Rural Sociology Dept.  
Milking Drylands research. Part-time from January to December 2007 
Research activities on rural livelihoods concerning Gender Networks, Pastoral 
Markets and Food Security within a EC-funded Marie Curie program. Frequent field 
missions to assess milk marketing dynamics and its impact on livelihood Managing. 
 
West Bank (Palestine) – Ucodep NGO. Food Security Program. April 2007 
Monitoring program outcomes on the delivery of technical services for small ruminants 
breeders through a local private enterprise.  
Leading the staff of the Palestinian Livestock Development Centre. 
 
Puntland, Somalia – Save the Children UK.  
Livelihoods and Food Security programme. February 2007 
Assessment of local livelihoods and formulation of a programme aimed to strengthen 
and extend the capacities of local safety nets to cope with environmental shocks.  

  
 
2006 

Pakistan - FAO, UN Food and Agriculture Organization  
Earthquake Rehabilitation Programme. April - May 2006 
Appraisal of livestock-based livelihoods in the post-earthquake setting in Kashmere 
and NorthWestern provinces and formulation of the FAO intervention strategy. 
Leading a team of 3 FAO local officers. 
 
Mali – IFAD Intl. Fund Agricultural Development. 
Programme Integré de Developpement Rural de la Region de Kidal. Jan. - March 2006 
Formulation mission for the second phase of the integrated rural development 
programme strategy in the region. Responsible for the agro-pastoral component.   

  
 
2005 

Wageningen (NL) &  Somalia – Wageningen University. Rural Sociology Dept. 
Milking Drylands research. Part-time from January 2005 to December 2006 
Research activities on rural livelihoods concerning Gender Networks, Pastoral 
Markets and Food Security within a EC-funded Marie Curie program. Frequent field 
missions to assess milk marketing dynamics and its impact on livelihood changes. 

 
Europe – VSF Europa, Vétérinaires sans Frontières. November – December 2005 
Responsible for developing a coordination framework for the European network of 
Vétérinaires sans Frontières (8 agencies). 
 
Geneve (Ch) – Swiss Development Cooperation. October 2005 
Co-authorship of policy guidelines on Conflict Prevention in Agro-Pastoral areas. 
http://www.iisd.org/pdf/2005/security_pastoral_tipsheet.pdf 
 
Mali – Institute du Sahel. Programme Lait Sain pour le Sahel. Sept. 2005 
Assessment of market networks and dynamics and formulation of VSF strategy to 
develop market-based opportunities for Peuhl communities inhabiting areas northern 
of Bamako. Leading a team of 3 field officers.  
 
Rome (It) - IFAD Intl. Fund for Agricultural Development. 
Livestock and Rangelands Unit. Part time from January to June 2005 
Technical Advisor. Evaluation of project proposals and assistance to formulation 
missions. Support in drafting IFAD sectoral policy and in updating the Livestock and 
Rangelands Knowledge Base. Networking and liaison with other donor agencies. 

  
 Wageningen (NL) – Wageningen University. Rural Sociology Dept. 
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2004 Milking Drylands research. June 2004 - December 2004 
Research activities on rural livelihoods concerning Gender Networks, Pastoral 
Markets and Food Security within the EC-funded Marie Curie program.  
 
Geneve (Ch) – International Institute for Sustainable Development. February 2004 
Development of the strategic document Herding on the Brink: Towards a Global 
Survey of Pastoral Communities and Conflict , as a working paper of the IUCN 
Commission on Environmental, Economic and Social Policy. 
http://www.iisd.org/publications/pub.aspx?id=705 

  
 
2003 

Qinghai (PRChina) – Association for International Solidarity in Asia. Oct. to Dec. 2003 
Disaster preparedness, economic development of Tibetan Pastoral Communities  
Formulation mission for the project aimed at responding to recent natural disasters in 
the area (drought and frost events) in the Tibetan Autonomous Prefecture of Yushu. 
Further monitoring in May 2004.  
http://www.cwru.edu/affil/tibet/booksAndPapers/Hoofs_on_the_Roof.pdf   
 
West Bank (Palestine) – Vétérinaires Sans Frontières, FR. Sept. 2003 
Sustainable Provision of Livestock Services for Small Ruminants in the West Bank.  
Assessment of technical as well as institutional constraints to livestock breeding in the 
area. Formulation of a strategy for the provision of livestock services for sustainable 
small ruminant production in the northern West Bank. Leading 6 local technicians. 
 
West Bank (Palestine) – Ucodep NGO. May to August 2003 
Development of a framework to enhance market integration of small ruminant 
breeders. Assessment of livelihood patterns in Bedouin areas. 
Leading the staff of the Palestinian Livestock Development Centre (6 people). 
 
East Africa (regional) – UN Office for Project Services, UNOPS, East Africa May 2003 
Drafting the operational strategy to support socio-economic development in agro-
pastoral areas of the Horn of Africa (Somalia, Kenya, Djibouti, Eritrea). Frequent 
mission in the field.  
 
Karamoja (Uganda) - Oxfam GB. April 2003 
Assessment of agro-pastoral livelihoods in Karamoja; formulation of Oxfam strategy in 
the region. Leading a tem of 5 staff. 
 
Kenya - Vétérinaires sans Frontières CH. Pastoral Recovery Program. February 2003 
Evaluation of the ECHO-funded program in NE Kenya (Moyale Marsabit, Isiolo). 

  
 
 
2002 
  

East Africa (regional) - University of Florence (It). Sustainable Drylands Management.  
October 2002 to February 2003  
Responsible for the socio-economic component of the research program dealing with 
land use changes. Leading a tem of 5 field staff. 

 
Southern Sudan – UN agencies FAO UNICEF. Operational Lifeline Sudan. Sept. 2002  
Evaluation of FAO/UNICEF supported and NGO-implemented Community Based 
Animal Health System component of the Operational Lifeline Support. Formulation of 
follow up phase. Leading a team of 5 field staff. 
 
Southern Sudan - Ucodep NGO. Agro-pastoral diversification in Bahr el Ghazar.   
June to August 2002 
Assessment of the situation in the field and formulation of the programme strategy. 
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Puntland (Somalia) - Africa ’70 / UNA. Sustainable Improvement of Camel Milk 
Production and Trade in Gardo District.  
Setting up a monitoring system for regional markets as a tool for program 
management. Leading a team of 5 people. 
 
Somalia - FAO, UN Food and Agriculture Organization.  
Food Security Assessment Unit for Somalia. July 01 to April 02 
In charge of the Pastoral Livelihoods Unit. Assess and monitor livelihood patterns and 
economic dynamics of Somali rural communities. Analyse food security trends in the 
different regions, publish monthly bulletins and thematic papers. Team leader of 3 
officers and 21 field monitors. 
 

 
2001 

Puntland (Somalia) - Africa ’70 / UNA. Sustainable Improvement of Camel Milk 
Production and Trade in Gardo District. May to June 2001 + further mission May 2002 
Assessment of socio-economic dynamics; formulation of the marketing strategy; set up 
a monitoring system for regional markets as a tool for program management. 

 
 
2001 
– 
1999 

Vietnam - Delegation of the European Commission, EC.  
Programme Officer from March 1999 to March 2001.  
Management of Integrated Rural Development Programmes in the Northern 
Mountainous Region (Son La – Lai Chau and Cao Bang – Bac Can – totalling 40 MIL 
EUR). Monitoring & Evaluation of co-financed NGO projects; Donors co-ordination and 
working groups (Food Security, Gender-related issues, Rural Water Supply, Poverty 
Alleviation, Ethnic Minorities). Responsible for the ECHO Disaster Preparedness and 
Disaster Relief pogrammes in the country. 

  
 
1998 

Ecuador - Overseas Agronomic Inst., IAO. Desarrollo Sustentable de las Comunidades 
Indígenas, Provincia Imbabura. July 1998 to Febr. 1999 
Responsible for the socio-economic assessment of the program beneficiary 
communities. Leading a team of 5 field staff. 
 
Brussels (Be) - Vrije Universiteit Brussels. Human Ecology Dept.  
Developing an Agenda for Research on Ecosystems. January to June 1998 
Management of the DARE project with a holistic and dialogue based approach. 
Leading a team of 3 researchers.  

  
 
1997 

Ethiopia - Universitá di Firenze. Soil Science Dept. 
Land Use Changes in the Lake Abaya Region. September to December 1997 
Assistance to fieldwork activities of 3 researchers within the socio-economic component 
of the research program. 
 

 
1997 
– 
1995 

Ethiopia – Intl. Inst. for Environment and Development, IIED  
Land Use Changes in the Lake Abaya Region. June 1995 to May 1997 
Responsible for the socio-economic component of the research program dealing with 
land use changes, through participatory investigations on agro-pastoral resource 
management patterns and links with remote sensing analysis. Leading a team of 5 
field staff. 

  
 
1994 

Bolivia - Food and Agriculture Organization of the UN, FAO. April to June 
Assessment of the socio-economic impact of the FAO project Participatory Upland 
Development, Departamento de Santa Cruz (MA thesis work). 
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- Academic expertise:  
PHD at Wageningen University; Lecturer in Rural Sociology: University of Firenze;  
Visiting lecturer: Geneva, Wageningen, London, Padova, Pisa, Bruxelles, Leipzig. 

 
Desk-based works: 

 

Activity: Subject: Date 
Trainer  Sustainable livelihoods in pastoral regions – EC 

training seminars 
2009/10 

Author  Sustainable livelihoods in pastoral regions – an EC 
approach 

2010 

Collaborator  Value Chain Development in Agricultural products 2009 

Author  EC Cooperation and Fair Trade 2009 

Resource person ELDev Writeshop on Livestock Niche Marketing - Cape 
town, South Africa 

2008 

Resource person IIED – Sos Sahel Securing Pastoralism in East and 
West Africa - A regional workshop, Addis Ababa 

2008 

Lecturer 
Rural Development Sociology –  
Tropical Agriculture MS course, University of Firenze 

2006/07 
2007/08 
2008/09 

Collaborator  ICARDA Maghreb & Mashreq program 2008 

Resource person ICARDA workshop on Drought and risk management 
Damascus, Syria 

2007 

Lecturing Monitoring and managing agro-pastoral livelihoods 
MsCourse at Istituto Superiore Sant’Anna Pisa 

2007 

Contribution Climate Change, Desertification, Environmental 
Conflicts and Migrations - International Traditional 
Knowledge Network 

2007 

Lecturing Valorisation de la indigenous knowledge at a MsCourse 
on Irrigation Systems in Tropical Environments 

2007 

Manager and 
rapporteur 

WISP E-Conference on Climate Change, Adaptation 
and Pastoralism – IUCN: 
www.iucn.org/WISP/publications 

2007 

Resource person International Conference on the future of transhumant 
pastoralism in West and Central Africa – Abuja, 
Nigeria  

2006 

Resource person Terra Madre – Pastoralism, mobility & agro-
biodiversity. Torino  

2006 

Resource person UN - OCHA PCI – East African Pastoralists Gathering - 
Yabello, Ethiopia 

2006 

Discussion Group:  
issue paper & 

moderator 

Pastoral Land Rights for the thematic group of the 
International Land Coalition - 
www.dgroups.org/groups/FAO/pastoralists/index  

2005 

1st prize Award Forum Engelberg – Science & Society - Nomadic 
Knowledge: an Asset for the future 

2005 

Resource person DAC - OECD Network on Poverty Reduction (POVNET) 
- Think Tank Meeting on Pro-poor Science and 
Technology 

2005 

SDC - Swiss Agency 
for Development 

Cooperation  

Pastoral Livelihoods & Conflict Prevention - A Tipsheet 
for Development Programming 
www.iisd.org/pdf/2005/security_pastoral_tipsheet.pdf  

2005 
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Resource person UNDP – GEF Global Pastoral Programme workshop 2004 

Policy Paper IUCN / 
IISD 

Critical links between pastoral resource management 
and conflict 

2004 

Seminars & 
Publication 

Tibetan pastoralism facing modern challenges 2003 

Classes at the 
Course on 

Development 
Cooperation  

Food Security in Pastoral areas of the Horn of Africa: 
Theoretical and methodological tools 

2002 

Project proposal 
(Ucodep/GVC NGOs) 

Dakrong, Vietnam - Bare feet on barren hills:  
Participatory environmental recovery in war sprayed 
areas 

2001 

Rationale & 
organisation of the 

Workshop 

Sustainable Rural Development in the South East Asia 
Mountainous Region 

2000 

Project Monitoring 
and Evaluation 

ECHO Disaster Preparedness and Disaster Relief 
(Central Provinces and Mekong Delta of Vietnam) 

1999 2000 

Set up and 
management of 
Resource Centre 

Ethnic Minorities and Farming Systems of the 
Northern Mountainous Region of Vietnam 

1999 

Organisation of the 
brainstorming 

meeting 

Holistic Approach towards Sustainable Development 1995 

Organisation of 
University twinning 

Italy -Cuba 

Reforma Agraria y Desarrollo del Derecho Comunitario 
bajo 25 aňos de Revolución en Cuba 

1992 

 

Further training opportunities / courses: 
 

Through the European Commission 

Training courses attended: Organisation : Location 
Mécanisme de coordination des Délégations EU en 
Afrique de l’Ouest 

 
 
 
 
 

European                
Commission 

 

Dakar       
Senegal 

Sector Approaches in Agriculture and 
Environment domains 

Rabat                
Morocco 

Working in Transition - Linking Relief 
Rehabilitation and Development  

Bruxelles 

Engaging with Non-State Actors Bruxelles 

Public Finance Management Systèmes and 
Principes 

Bruxelles 

Pro-poor Value Chains Bruxelles 

Good Practice in Microfinance Bruxelles 

Mainstreaming Gender and Environmental 
aspects in Development Cooperation 

Bruxelles 

Agriculture and Rural Development Bruxelles   and        
Bamako (Mali) 

Economic and Financial Analysis of Development 
Projects 

Dan Pasar         
Indonesia 

Project Cycle Management Hanoi                 
Vietnam 
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Other agencies:  

Training : Organisation : Date : Place : 
Migration Summer School Migration Policy 

Centre 
6/15 Florence (It) 

Land, Natural Resources and Conflict 
Prevention 

UN system Staff 
College 

11/10 Torino (It) 

Livestock Emergency Guidelines and 
Standards 

FAO 9/10 Bruxelles 

Sustainable Management of Small 
Ruminants 

CIHEAM 2/09 Saragoza (Es) 

Social Governance Institute for Social 
Sciences  

6/07 Den Haag (Nl) 

Pastoralisme CIRAD 11/08 Montpellier 
(F) 

Neo-Institutional Economics Mansholt Institute 2/07 Wageningen 
(NL) 

Socio Cultural Field Research Methods CERES 5/06 Wageningen 
(NL) 

Future Livestock Systems Wageningen 
University 

3/05 Wageningen 
(NL) 

Global Food Policies Mansholt Inst./  
IFPRI 

10/04 Wageningen 
(NL) 

Rural Gender studies Rural Sociology  
Group 

9/04 Wageningen 
(NL) 

Humanitarian Assistance Disaster Studies 10/04 Wageningen 
(NL) 

Household Economy Approach FAO - Food Security          
Assessment Unit 

7/01 Nairobi            
Kenya 

Monitoring and Evaluation of Rural 
Development Projects 

Asian Institute of 
Technology 

10/00 Hanoi            
Vietnam 

Economía ecológica y Evaluación 
Ambiental Integrada 

Facultad LatinoAm. 
de Ciencias Sociales 

11/98 Quito             
Ecuador 

Agro-Ecología Universidad Andina        
Simón Bolívar 

9/98 Quito             
Ecuador 

Human Ecology VUB Dept. of 
Geography 

1998 Bruxelles 

Farming System Research & 
Development 

European University 
Professors  

1997 Universitá di 
Firenze  (It)  

Participatory Rural Appraisal (PRA) 
Techniques 

Dept. of Tropical 
Forestry 

7/95 University of 
Edinburgh 

(UK) 
Introduction to Geographical Information 
System 

NGO Ecoforça 6/94 Campinas    
Brasil 

 
 
Further info in Annex 1:  
- Papers & Publications: .............................................................................................................  


