Loic AZOULAI

Born on 3 August 1971, Lyon (France)
Via Cesare Vanini 28
50129 Florence (Italy)
loic.azoulai@eui.eu +39 348 45 000 44

CURRENT POSITION AND MAIN ACADEMIC FUNCTIONS

01/2024 — present

09/2015 — present

Chair of Law and Social Europe, European University Institute
Professor at Sciences Po Law School (on leave)

Excellence Chair Paris-Sorbonne-Cité (2015-2018)

PAST ACADEMIC EMPLOYMENTS

09/2010 - 08/2015

09/2006 — 09/2015

09/2002 - 08/2006

09/2001 — 08/2002

Chair of European Law, European University Institute

Co-director of the Academy of European Law (EUIL 2010-2015)
Co-director of the Centre for Judicial Cooperation (EUIL 2011-2015)
Professor of Law, Paris 2 Panthéon-Assas University

Professor of Law, University of Rouen

Assistant professor (maitre de conferences), Paris 2 Panthéon-Assas University

NON-ACADEMIC LEGAL EXPERIENCE

2003 - 2006

Référendaire/Legal Secretary, Court of Justice of the European Union
Cabinet of Advocate General Miguel Poiares Maduro

Main cases processed — drafting responsibility:

Carbonati Apuani (C-72/03 — reverse discrimination); Commission v maxmobil (C-141/02 P —
competition law and judicial review); Dérr and Unal (C-136/03 — agreement EEC-Turkey,
persons); Spain v Eurojust (aff. C-160/03 — linguistic regime of the EU institutions); Marks &
Spencer (C-446/03 — direct taxation); Marrosu et Sardino (C-53/04 — social policy); Enirisorse (C-
237/04 — state aids); Alfa Vita Vassilopoulos (C-158/04 & C-159/04 — goods, “Keck and
Mithouard”); INS et Siemens (C-123/04 & C-124/04 — Euratom, ownership regime); Ordre des
barreaux francophones et germanophone (C-305/05 — money laundering, lawyer-client privilege)



EDUCATION

2002 Agrégation de droit public (Full Professorship ‘concours’, France)
1996 - 2000 PhD in Law, Doctorat en sciences juridiques, European University Institute
Doctor of Law

Rowe and Maw Prize for the best doctoral thesis

1995 Master in Economic Law, University of Nice
mention TB (highest distinction)

1994 Master in Legal Theory, European Academy of Legal Theory (Brussels)
magna cum laude

EDITORIAL AND SCIENTIFIC RESPONSIBILITIES

Common Market Law Review, Editorial Board

Revista de Derecho Comunitario Europeo, Advisory Board

Revue interdisciplinaire d’Etudes juridiques, Scientific Committee
Cahiers de droit européen, Advisory Board

President of the Scientific Council of the GIS (Groupement d’intérét scientifique)
“Eurolab. Réseau interdisciplinaire de recherche sur 'Union européenne”

European Law Unbound Society (ELU-S), Advisory Board

ADMINISTRATIVE RESPONSIBILITIES (EUI)

Director of Graduate Studies, EUI Law Department (2025 — present)
Coordinator of the EUI Law Working Paper Series (2024 — present)
Member of the Widening European Programme Core Group
Member of the Steering Committee of the EUI EMU Lab

Co-cordinator of the Interdisciplinary Cluster on Environmental Challenges and Climate
Change (2024, 2025)

Member of the Strategy Working Groups (2025): ‘Research” and *Alumni’



DOCTORAL AND LLM SUPERVISION

Current

Past

1. Attura C., Beyond a Counter-Terrorism perspective. Women Returnees and their Children in
the United Kingdom and France EUI

2. Bodin R., Genetic Data Protection in Postgenomic Europe EUI

3. Buongiovanni D., Legislating EU Values (LLM) EUI

4. Branda E., Establishing Historical Facts at the European Court of Human Rights EUI

5. Elsayeh M., Europe’s Relationship to the Border Dead and Disappeared: A Cultural Study of
Law Sciences Po

6. De Dinechin M.-H., Local forms of life and EU environmental law EUI

7. Gambert-Jouan L., Protecting the right to environmental protest under international and
domestic law EUI

8. Glaser S., Théorie juridique de la Clinique. La vue humaine au point de rencontre entre soin et
innovation médicale dans le droit de I'Union européenne Sciences Po

9. Mohr L., Figurative Legalism. How Social Figures on Migrant Disfigures European Migration
Law (LLM) EUI

10. Prata Domingos M., Work Nomadism and EU Social Law, co-supervision with S. Pais
Porto University

11. Ruukel M., Migrant workers and intersecting regulations in EU law and national law EUI
12. Sitnik H., The Law and Political Economy of the Wall on the Polish-Balarussian Border EUI
13. Tenreira L., The Law of Global Value Chains Investigated: Frictions after the Turn to Due
Diligence EUI

14. Tomaselli D., Too Queer to Be EU: A Queer Materialist Reader of the Law of the European
Union EUI

15. Zerav¢i¢ K., The Western Balkan Route to the EU: Navigating the Intersection between

EU Migration Management and EU Membership EUI

1. Amraoui S., Conditionality in EU Migration Law, co-supervision with avec U. Sadl EUI (1)
2. Aynes C., La privation des droits civiques et politiques. L’apport du droit pénal a une théorie de
la citoyenneté, EUI, 2020, co-supervision with O. Beaud EUI, 2022

3. Bonetto D., The Legal Management of Bottling Water Sciences Po, 2018

4. Boucon L., EU Free Movement Law and the Powers Retained by the Member States EUI, 2014
5. Coutts S., Crime, Citizenship and Community in the European Union EUI, 2015

6. Diez Sanchez L., Integration through law and its Discontents: Unveiling the distributive
impact of judge-made law in the EU EUI, 2021

7. Doyle F.T., Is Schengen Scalable? (LLM) EUI, 2024

8. Dumas P., L’acces des ressortissants des pays tiers au territoire de I'Union européenne Rouen
University, 2011

9. Garcia Anton R., EU Tax Law and the Preliminary Reference Procedure EUI, 2015

10. Jaeger E., Irregular Migration and Judicial Dialogue in the EU EUI, 2019

11. Lazzerini N., The Scope of the Protection of Fundamental Rights under the EU Charter EUI,
2013

12. Loubeyre A., Le droit européen des migrations et la confiance mutuelle entre les Etats
membres de ['Union européenne, co-supervision with J]. Matringe Paris 1 Sorbonne
University, 2019

13. Pierdominici L., New Comparative perspectives on the CJEU EUI, 2016



14. Queiroz B., lllegally Staying in the EU. An Analysis of Illegality in EU Migration Law EUI,
2015

15. Lourengo M.-L., The Court of Justice of the European Union and its principle-based reasoning
EUI, 2015

16. McNamara F., The Private and External Venue — The Final Frontier in Halting Unwanted
Immigration EUI, 2011

17. Mignot-Mahdavi R., Drones Programs: A Techno-Legal Machinery Extending Warfare and
Exacerbating State Power EUI, 2020, main supervision: N. Bhuta

18. Petti A., Wider Europe. The Extension of the EU’s Legal Space Sciences Po, 2021

19. Réveillere V., Le juge et le travail des concepts juridiques. Le cas de la citoyenneté de I'Union
européenne EUI, 2017

20. Trommer J., Private Parties Responsibilities under EU Law EUI, 2017

TEACHING (EUI: 2024-2026)

The European Law of the Enemy (2025/2026)

The concept of the enemy has recently re-emerged in Europe. Public life is filled with speeches,
statements and rallying cries referring to “external enemies”, “enemies from within”, “existential”
or “ordinary” enemies. This is in a context of extreme polarization of most social, political and
geopolitical relations in European societies and beyond. In political theory and legal thought, the
concept is traditionally associated to Carl Schmitt’s writings. Does this concept help us capture
the novelty of our situation in Europe? Are we living a sort of ‘Schmittian moment’ in today’s
Europe? Is this concept making its way into the laws of Europe? This short seminar will explore
cases of ‘enemization’ of law, in different domestic contexts and in relation to social groups as
diverse as Muslims, migrants, eco-activists, social deviants, and foreign economic or political

actors.

EU Law and Social Conflict (June 2026)

Academy of European Law, coordinator of the Summer Course

- Loic Azoulai, EUIL: EU Law and Social Conflicts

- Floris de Witte, LSE: The Legal Geography of Social Conflicts in Europe

- Virginia Passalacqua, University of Turin: Social Conflicts and the Mobilization of
European Law

- Hanna Eklund, University of Copenhagen: Social Conflicts and EU Law from a Post-
colonial Perspective

- Raphaéle Xenidis (Sciences po Paris) & Professor Nozizwe Dube (University of
Maastricht): Social Groups, Social Conflict & EU Anti-discrimination law

- Giacomo Tagiuri, University of Amsterdam: Local Conflicts & EU Law

- loannis Kampourakis, University of Rotterdam : Social Conflicts in the EU - a Law &
Political Economy Perspective

Doctoral Workshop in European Law (2024/2025 and 2025/2026 with G. de Burca, D.
Curtin, J. Scott)

The Workshop welcomes researchers working in fields of EU law, ECHR and comparative
European public & private law. It takes the form of a series of sessions during the second and
third terms with the aim of discussing and helping researchers improve a draft paper/thesis
chapter they are working on. The final session in May will be organised as a feedback session,
where the researchers will discuss their progress with the writing. Our aim is to help you refine



and sharpen your arguments and how you present them, to improve your writing skills, and to
give you practice in critiquing the work of others.

European Law of the Everyday (2024/2025)

The seminar aims at rewriting, from a law and society perspective, Ben Judah’s book This is
Europe. The Way We Live Now published in 2023. The book consists of a series of short stories
and portraits based on interviews about different forms of ‘ordinary’ lives in today’s Europe.
By considering the thin yet rich material collected in this book as our ground-field, we will
investigate the role of law in informing or not, in structuring or de-structuring the lives of
‘ordinary” Europeans. The seminar will include both methodological sessions on how to
approach everyday experience and ‘lived lives’ through law and substantive sessions on
selected cases and stories — exploring the role of law, European law in particular, in these
cases.

Theorizing EU Migration Law (2023/2024)

The European Union seems to be determined to “protect its societies and people”. This means, in
particular, defending European borders and the alleged ‘European way of life’ against
“uncontrolled migration’. This generates a series of conflicts and struggles in European
societies. There is a need to grasp the field at a broader and higher level of sophistication. The
search for a fitting theorization is, in fact, the search for a compass to help us find our way
through the jungle of norms and discourses. Theory is relied upon as an analytical grid for a
better description and a more adjusted critique of EU migration law.

The Law of European Society (2023/2024)

This seminar is an invitation to make a twofold move in the field of EU law. The first is to
depart from a traditional understanding of European integration in terms of institutional and
market order, supported by a legal order conceived as “a structured network of principles,
rules, and mutually interdependent legal relations”. As much as this construction has been
helpful in increasing the interdependencies between Member States, and in dissolving social
and political conflicts that stood in the way of further integration, it has also proved to
produce a form of disconnect with social reality. The approach in terms of European society is
an attempt to acknowledge this disconnect. The second move ensues: it is to reconnect EU law
with the basic conflicts that are affecting the reproduction of European societies. These
conflicts concern the material reproduction of society (reproduction of life on earth,
reproduction of our basic social systems) as well as its symbolic reproduction (issues related to
processes of identification and socialisation of individuals and social groups).

RESEARCH PROJECTS (recent)

2024

‘Exploring European Society”

in collaboration with Armin von Bogdandy (Max Planck Institute, Heidelberg)
Research on European society is still at the beginning, in particular as a legal concept. In
2023, Loic Azoulai and Armin von Bogdandy set up an interdisciplinary group consisting
of Marcin Baranski, Hauke Brunkhorst, Johanna Croon-Gestefeld, Floris de Witte, Nils
Graaf, Alina Isakova, Sabine Mair, Grégoire Mallard, Antonio Marzal, Giacomo Tagiuri,
Orlando-Salling and Silvia Steininger to further explore its potential to understand the
Europeans' condition. The project started in early 2024. The group includes members
versed in law, sociology, anthropology, philosophy, the history of ideas, post-colonial



studies, economics, political science, political theory, social history, and socio-legal studies.
The eventual contributions will form an open-access publication.
https://www.mpil.de/en/pub/research/areas/european-law/exploring-european-society.cfm

2015 -2023 ‘FOLIE. Forms of Life and Legal Integration in Europe’

This collaborative research project located at Sciences Po involved researchers from
different backgrounds and institutions. It aimed to suggest that European integration is not
just a regulatory machinery. It is as much a social and existential experience for individuals
and social groups (living in Europe and beyond). EU law does not only produce
institutional frameworks and collective goods but also social relations and forms of life. We
investigate the forms of social life enshrined in European law and subject them to
evaluation and critique.

https://www.sciencespo.fr/folie/homepage

EVENTS (EUI)

The EU and the extraction of raw materials in Africa
Co-organiser, EUI, 1 December 2025

Is this Europe? Conceptualising the everyday in European Law
Organiser, EUI, 10 June 2025
https://www.eui.eu/events?id=576899

Unpacking the Green Deal: Redefining approaches, shifting methodologies
Convener, EUI, 4 June 2024
https://www.eui.eu/events?id=568050

‘European Society: Collaborative Research Project’
Organiser, EUI, 26 January 2024
https://www.eui.eu/news-hub?id=law-departments-new-project-european-society

INTERVENTIONS (recent)

Social Justice in EU History

Discussant to the lecture by Kiran Patel, Scuola Normale, Istituto Ciampi (Florence), 18
September 2024

https://istitutociampi.sns.it/evento/social-justice-in-eu-history/

Living together in European Polarised Societies

Speech delivered at the European Court of Human Rights on 14 June 2024, Seminar on “The
articulation between the European Convention on Human Rights and European Union Law: past,
present and future”

https://vodmanager.coe.int/cedh/webcast/cedh/2024-06-14-1/en

Droit européen et récit du grand remplacement
“Narrating Europe”, Université Libre de Bruxelles, 28 March 2024
https:/ /cevipol.phisoc.ulb.be/droit-europeen-et-recit-du-grand-remplacement



PUBLICATIONS (since 2024)

Editorials (Common Market Law Review)

The passion for security in European societies
CMLR, 2024, 283-296

Gaza
CMLR, 2025, December issue (forthcoming)

Journal Articles, Book Chapters, Working Papers

2026 EU law as resilient and resisting concept
Common Market Law Review (February issue)

The New (Or Not So New) Question of Competence,
With S. Garben
Book of the Academy of European Law (forthcoming)

The Law of the Everyday: Europe’s Method
co-authored with Jack Meakin
European Law Open (forthcoming)

2025 European Society: Concept and Method
co-authored with A. von Bogdandy
European Law Open (forthcoming)

European Society and its Law: EU Law in light of Social Theory
European Law Open (forthcoming)

The Turn to European Society and its problems: connecting EU law and
social theory
EUI, LAW, Working Paper, 2025/09

Unpacking the Green Deal: Redefining approaches, shifting methodologies
EUI, LAW, Working Paper, 2025/05

2024 Reconnecting EU legal studies to European societies
Verfassungsblog, 19 March 2024

Le conflit de conflictualités dans le droit de I'Union européenne

in G. Marti & L. Robert (dir.), La conflictualité dans I’Union européenne. Menace
existentielle ou catalyseur d'intégration? (Larcier)

Contesting EU law in identity terms
in Dawson, de Witte, Muir (eds), Revisiting Judicial Politics in the European
Union (Elgar, 2024)



‘Living together” in Europe’s polarised societies : navigating the ECtHR
and CJEU case law
EUI, LAW, Working Paper, 2024/18

Reconnecting European Law to European Societies
EUI, LAW, Working Paper, 2024/05



