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Description

Structural transformation refers to the reallocation of economic activity across the broad

sectors agriculture, manufacturing and services. This lecture series synthesizes and evalu-

ates recent advances in the research on structural transformation. I begin by presenting the

stylized facts of structural transformation. I then develop a multi–sector extension of the

one–sector growth model that encompasses the main existing theories of structural trans-

formation. I argue that this multi–sector model serves as a natural benchmark to study

structural transformation and that it is able to account for many salient features of struc-

tural transformation. I then turn to several recent papers on structural transformation. I

conclude by suggesting directions for future research on structural transformation.

Assessment:

After the end of the course you have to choose two articles in the area of structural

transformation, and critically compare them in an essay of 8-10 pages. You will be

assessed on the basis of this essay.

Topics covered

• Classes 1 and 2: Herrendorf et al. (2014b)

• Class 3: Herrendorf et al. (2013)

• Class 4: Boppart (2014), Comin et al. (2015)

• Class 5: Bárány and Siegel (2015)
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