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Ellen M. Immergut is on leave from her position as Professor of Comparative Politics in the 

Department of Political and Social Sciences at Humboldt University Berlin, where she has 

taught since 2002.  Previously, she was Professor of Political Theory at the Department of 

Politics and Management at the University of Konstanz, Ford International Career 

Development Chair and Associate Professor of Public Policy in the Department of Political 

Science at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, as well as Assistant Professor and 

Lecturer at MIT, and Junior Tutor in the Committee for Degrees on Social Studies at Harvard 

University.  She has been Visiting Professor or Visiting Scholar at the Collegio Carlo Alberto 

Turin, Georgetown University’s BMW Center for German and European Studies, the Instituto 

Juan March de Estudios e Investigaciones Madrid, the Institute for Sociological Studies at 

Charles University Prague, the Institut für vergleichende Gesellschaftsforschung at the 

Wissenschaftszentrum Berlin and the Max-Planck-Institut für Gesellschaftsforschung 

Cologne. 

Immergut received her BA, MA and PhD from Harvard University, as well as studying at the 

University of Stockholm and the Ecole Normale Supérieure de Jeunes Filles Paris. She has 

received Fellowships from the Social Science Research Council, the Hanse 

Wissenschaftskolleg, the National Science Foundation, the German Marshall Fund of the 

United States, and was a Fulbright Scholar of the United States Senate. Immergut is currently 

the Scientific Programme Coordinator of the NORFACE Welfare State Futures Programme, 

and Director of the Humboldt University Doctoral Program on “Health and Welfare in the 

21st Century,” as well as former Director of the Berlin Graduate School of Social Sciences 

(BGSS). 

Publications 

Her publications include Health Politics (Cambridge University Press), the Handbook of West 

European Pension Politics (Oxford University Press), “The Theoretical Core of the New 

Institutionalism” (Politics and Society), “Institutions, Veto Points, and Policy Results” 

(Journal of Public Policy), Special Issues on Crises of Governance in Japan and Europe 

(Governance) and Environmental Politics in Germany (dms- der modern staat), as well as 

numerous articles and book chapters on the workings of political institutions, electoral and 

political competition, health and pension politics, institutional change and historical 

institutionalism, and democratic theory. 

 


