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This seminar addresses some of the most salient issues arising at the crossroads of information 
and communication technologies, legal studies and political science. The Internet in particular is 
affecting a wide range of societal dynamics and therefore challenges the social sciences as a 
whole. Studying the impact of the Internet on society has become a major academic focus 
around the world. Numerous centers have been created at universities where lawyers, political 
scientists, sociologists, anthropologists, historians, economists etc. currently address the impact 
of the Internet on society. In this seminar we offer a closer look at a series of topics that are 
particularly important in the areas of law and political science. However, we are open to 
adapting the program to the needs of researchers signing up for this interdisciplinary seminar. 
The seminar will take place on Mondays, from 17.15-19.00 in Seminar Room 2 at Badia 
Fiesolana. Information and materials will be made available on the seminar’s website, currently 
under construction. 
___________________________________________________________________ 
Session 1: January 7 2013 
Introduction 
This session provides a general introduction to political and legal issues emerging 
over the Internet. The subsequent series of session is discussed and possible 
changes on the schedule are considered 
___________________________________________________________________ 
Session 2: January 14 2013 
Political campaigns and activism online 
In this session we will discuss how political campaigns – in particular electoral 
campaigns – and activism is affected by the rise of information and communication 
technologies. We will discuss the effects of Voting Advice Applications, microtargeting 
in campaigns as well as recent manifestations of national and transnational 
online activism, in particular with regard to SOPA/PIPA and ACTA. 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
Session 3: January 21 2013 
The right to be forgotten and the new data protection regulation 
This session provides an introduction to data protection and then focuses on the 
contentious right to be forgotten, addressing US and EU cases and focusing on the 
new data protection regulation and journalism 
___________________________________________________________________ 
Session 4: January 28 2013 
Internet Governance, Players and Processes: Ruling the Root 
In this session we will look at the establishment and diffusion of different 
approaches by state actors to the governance of the Internet. Access to 
information, regulation and regulatory regimes as well as their legal, social and 
political consequences will be explored. We will discuss institutions and private and 
public regulations of the Internet, focusing on particular on the controversial issues 
pertaining to the allocation of the new generic top level domain names. 
___________________________________________________________________ 
Session 5: February 4 2013 
Cyber Attacks: from liberation technologies and anonymous hackers to cybercrimes 
 and cyberwars 
This session provides a social and legal analysis of interferences into computer 
systems, distinguishing different agents, purposes, social relevance and legal 
regulations. 
___________________________________________________________________ 
Session 6: February 11 2013 
Internet Voting 
In this session we will discuss the most recent developments in the field of 
internet voting and the study of the latter. We will address questions of success 
vs. failure in the implementation of internet voting, the effects on parties, their 
campaigns and, most crucially, the voters themselves. 
___________________________________________________________________ 
Session 7: February 18 2013 
Copyright in the Internet: Law and Economics Approaches 
This session discusses the interaction between law and economics in the 
copyright domain, moving from the justification of copyright to its regulation. 
___________________________________________________________________ 
Session 8: February 25 2013 
Data Protection and Law Enforcement in the Cloud 
This session introduces cloud-computing and considers the how cloud 
computing changes the framework for data-protection, requiring new protections 
for users but also reconsidering the framework provided by data protection law 
and law enforcement. 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 



 
 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
Session 9: March 4 2013 
Neutrality in the Internet 
This sessions discusses various dimensions of Internet neutrality: from the 
content-neutral transmission of packages, to the neutral hosting of content, to the 
neutral allocation of domain names, to neutral indexing and searching. It 
considers whether and how the law does or should support what kinds of 
neutrality. 
___________________________________________________________________ 
Session 10: March 11 2013 
Conclusions 
 


