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Abstract

This thesis contributes to the literature on EWss by analysing how and why the
European Union adopted a new trade agenda in ttiel 880s that departed from
previous policies. While the EU was focused larg®lyits internal market from the
mid-1980s onwards, external trade strategy becakey é&em on the agenda a decade
later, wrapped in a more aggressive and free-matkete. | argue that the European
Commission rather than the EU member-states wasethelayer in the decade that
followed the signature of the Uruguay Round, antbotuced services into trade
negotiations. More precisely, based on empiricéd él@m the years when Leon
Brittan (1994-1999) and Pascal Lamy (1999-20043igexl as EU Trade
Commissioners, the thesis analyses the Europeam@sion’s central role as a

skilful ‘network creator’ both in pushing for, atepitimising, an expansion of the
free-trade agenda from goods to services. Howdhvisrresearch also argues that the
Commission did not act alone, and that differentkiof non-state actors must also be
analysed in order to understand changing EU tragergance at the dawn of the’21
century
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Matthieu is the owner of the Not So Crazy! docuragntilm company, based in
Brussels. He is currently developing an internatiao-production about lobbying in
Brussels for some EU broadcasters (forthcoming2f@ll0). His previous video
reportages were selected or awarded at severaldgtivals including the 2007
Ekotopfilm festival (Czech Rep.), the 2007 Interoad&l Gold Panda Award (China),
and the 2009 Short Film Festivals in Los Angeles &an Francisco (USA).

From January 2007 to June 2009, he also taughseswn Globalisation and EU
history in several Florence-based US universitiéseover, he is involved to teach
some workshops for the EUI Career Development Ceme, since January 2009, he
is working for the Max Weber Programme, as a medigsultant responsible for the
Google-Youtube EDU project



