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Abstract

In the last two decades, separated fathers’ groups regularly publicise their
discontent in many countries of the world. Often armed with banners, perched
atop a monument, or going on hunger strike, these fathers say they have been
betrayed by the Family Justice, regarding the custody of their children. This
phenomenon is to be linked with the increasing of marital separation since the
1970’s and more generally with the changing of traditional family model.

The present study aims at providing a sociological analysis of fathers’
mobilizations in light of the comparison of two geographic areas, both near and
distinct in their French and legal traditions: France and Quebec. The field survey
has been realised in fathers' rights groups in each country, but also with actors
family movements, family justice institutions and politicians.

The comparative approach, adopted linearly throughout the thesis, allows us to
question several dimensions: the nature of the interests defended by these
fathers, how their claims are publicized and enter the political arena, social
recruitment and trajectories of members and activists, the effects of law
socialization on members and finally the redefinition of fatherhood caused by the
dissolution of the family unit.

More generally, this thesis questions different issues raised by new family
configurations after marital breakdowns among a specific category of fathers in
the global population of separated fathers.
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