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Abstract 
 
Policy-makers are increasingly looking for ways to reduce inequality in higher 

education. But what is the size of this problem? How does public policy affect 

inequality, if it at all? And what actually works to reduce inequality? In this thesis, 

which combines four empirical papers around this topic, I define inequality as the 

parental background effect on access to and completion of higher education. The 

broad goal, then, is to better understand how public policy affects 

intergenerational inequality.  

 

I use a variety of data sources and research methods to provide an answer. 

Cross-sectional population surveys are analyzed to provide a descriptive picture 

of inequality in Europe. I also use research findings as data, by doing a 

systematic literature review on the current state of the evidence. I analyse 

government register data to better understand the effect of policy changes in 

England. To analyse the dynamics of completion, I use administrative data as well 

as the administrative archives from the European University Institute. 
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