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NL is a small, accessible country with 14 top universities with strong 
international connections – all Dutch universities are in the top 150 or top 3% 
in the world rankings

NL is easy to blend in for foreign researchers as English is the common 
language

Multidisciplinary and multicultural environment

Strategic choices of universities (profiles)

Cooperation research universities & universities of applied sciences

Joint agenda setting & programming (top sectors; Dutch national research 
agenda; economic & societal challenges, including SDGs)

Why The Netherlands?



NWO strives for a strong research system in The 
Netherlands through: 

Encouraging quality and innovation in research

Collaboration across disciplines and national borders 

Collaboration between researchers and between researchers and 

stakeholders in society 

Coherency in research programming and strategy development



About NWO

National research council & 9 research institutes

Indirect government funding for scientific research (annual budget: 

~M€ 1.000)

Assessment and selection via peer review

Encouraging collaboration

Tackling major economic & societal challenges, increasing the contribution 

of scientific research to society

Science-industry / science-society / practice-oriented research



NWO’s role in research funding



Talent scheme: Veni – Vidi – Vici (personal grants, curiosity-driven)

Open Competition: curiosity-driven research

Dutch national research agenda: societal challenges, mission-oriented 

interdisciplinary research (25 ‘routes’: Blue planet, Smart cities, etc.)

Mission-oriented research for innovation: public-private partnerships 

(Energy transition & sustainability; Agriculture, water & food; Health; 

Security)

Research infrastructure

National research institutes (Energy, Astronomy, Space, Oceans, etc.)

NWO funding



World-class science is practised in The Netherlands

Competition between researchers, institutions and countries to 

attract the best scientific talent is increasing

Facilitating researchers working in The Netherlands to participate in 

international research groups and the use of international research 

infrastructures

Optimal match with the European research programme (now 

Horizon 2020 and soon Horizon Europe)

International policy NWO: Open to the World (I)



Money follows Cooperation:

 Shaping or enabling research programmes with international partners 
on the basis of excellence, including international PPP

 Creating added value by using expertise from abroad that is not in 
The Netherlands or not present at the desired level

Money follows Researcher:

 Circulation of talent in an open, international science system

 Researchers from The Netherlands can take the remainder of their 
funding abroad if they move to a foreign institution – portability of 
grants  

International policy NWO: Open to the World (II)



Money follows Cooperation: international researcher in a Dutch 

consortium

Research into economic & societal challenges

thematic programmes, e.g., Dutch national research agenda, 

Sustainable Development Goals, top sectors (economic priority areas), 

international programmes

Curiosity-driven research

e.g., NWO Talent scheme and Open Competition 

average success rate 20%

Funding opportunities NWO



Universities & research institutes

NWO research council

EU

Other

often in combination

Funding opportunities in The Netherlands



Universities &
institutes

Please check the

websites of the

universities



Universities &
institutes:
Academic-
Transfer

Please check:

https://www.academic

transfer.com/en/



Universities &
institutes:
EURAXESS

Please check:

https://euraxess.ec.

europa.eu/



NWO research
council

Please check:

https://www.nwo.nl/en

/funding/our-funding-

instruments/



Overview of the NWO Talent scheme



NWO Talent scheme

150 million euro annually

All fields of science

Formal rules:

 Limited 3 (Veni), 8 (Vidi) or 15 (Vici) years after your PhD

 One application per round

 Veni and Vidi – max. two applications, Vici – max. three pre-

proposals

 Any place of origin, must come to a Dutch host institution

 Embedding guarantee of an approved Dutch host institution

 Funding for your own salary, other staff (Vidi, Vici) and equipment



We strive to be predictable in our deadlines:

When to apply?

Veni: Pre-proposal end of August (SS&H)

Full proposal early January

Vidi: Early October  

Vici: Pre-proposal end of March 

Full proposal end of August

Eligibility reference date for 3/8/15 years 
after PhD is 1st of the month.



NEW! Embedding guarantee Veni & Vidi

Compulsory 

Veni: Welcome guarantee 

 Institution guarantees the candidate a working place and the required facilities

in case of award.

Vidi:

 Researcher has a permanent employment contract or will be offered one if the Vidi

application is awarded; 

 Researcher has a tenure track appointment or will receive if the Vidi application is 

awarded. If the tenure track ends during the Vidi research, will be offered a 

permanent contract.

Embedding guarantee must be signed by dean



Asssesment criteria NWO Talent scheme

 40% Quality of the applicant

 40% Quality of the proposal

quality, innovative character and academic impact of the 
research proposal

 20% Knowledge utilisation

All applications are assessed on the same criteria

Successful applications score high on all three criteria



NWO Talent scheme: What are your chances?

Varies between years and NWO domains

Veni (40 M euro):

o ± 1150 applications

o ± 150 grants (13%)

Vidi (65 M euro):

o ± 590 applications

o ± 85 positions (14%)

Vici (45 M euro):

o ± 235 applications

o ± 30 positions (15%)

success rate 10-15%



Build a Dutch research network

Contact the Dutch university or research institute, and contact NWO well 

in advance – don’t wait till the submission deadline!

All Dutch universities have grants / career advisors and a grants desk, 

offering professional support and advice for acquisition of external public 

funding

NWO Talent scheme:

 Next closing dates for Veni and Vidi applications

 Information meetings (twice a year)

 Embedding guarantee

Tips



The Netherlands is an ‘open’ country for research

Universities and research institutes welcome talent from abroad

Many NWO funding schemes are open for researchers from abroad:

 NWO Talent scheme – Veni

NWO strategy 2019-2022:

Money follows Cooperation

Summary


