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üSupport for the individual scientist ï no networks! 

üGlobal peer-review 

üNo predetermined subjects (bottom-up) 

üSupport of frontier research in all fields of science  

   and humanities 

 

 The ERC supports excellence in frontier research through 

a bottom-up, individual-based, pan-European competition       
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What is ERC? 
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üScientific governance: independent Scientific Council 

with 22 members including the ERC President; full 

authority over funding strategy 

üSupport by the ERC Executive Agency (autonomous) 

üExcellence as the only criterion 

Budget: ú 13 billion (2014-2020) - 1.9 billion ú/year 

        ú 7.5 billion (2007-2013) - 1.1 billion ú/year 
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ERC H2020 Budget 

ERC Budget 

ú 13 billion 
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For 2020, the budget 

is more than 2.25 

billion euros, the 

highest ever since 

the beginning of the 

ERC.  
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Scientific Governance by the Scientific Council 
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ERC offers independence, recognition & visibility 
 

Å to work on a research topic of own choice, with a team of own choice 

Å to gain true financial autonomy for 5 years 

Å to negotiate with the host institution the best conditions of work 

Å to attract top team members (EU and non-EU) and collaborators 

Å to move with the grant to any place in Europe if necessary (portability 

of grants) 

Å to attract additional funding  and gain recognition; ERC is a quality 

label 
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Creative Freedom to Individual Grantee  
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Funding Structure 
ERC Grant schemes 

Starting (StG) 

2-7 years after PhD 

 

 
 up to ú 1.5m (+1m) 

for up to 5 years 

Advanced (AdG) 

significant research 

achievements (last 10y) 

 
 

 

up to ú 2.5m (+1m) 

for up to 5 years 

Proof-of-Concept  

to bridge the gap between research 

& the earliest stage of 

marketable innovation  

 

Lump sum ú150,000 for ERC grant 

holders 

Consolidator (CoG) 

7-12 years after PhD 

 

 
up to ú 2m (+1m) 

for up to 5 years 

Synergy 
to address ambitious research problems jointly, 

enabling transformative research 

2 ï 4 Principal Investigators 

up to ú 10m (+4m) for up to 6 years 
 

NEW from 2019 ï 1 PI can be based outside EU/AC 
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Reasons for Additional budget 

α!ŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ funding up to the amounts set out in the table below 
can be requested in the proposal to cover the following eligible 
costs when these are necessary to carry out the proposed work:  
 

(a) "start-up" costs for Principal Investigators moving to the EU 
or an Associated Country from elsewhere as a consequence 
of receiving the ERC grant and/or  

(b) the purchase of major equipment and/or  

(c) access to large facilities and/or  

(d) other major experimental and field work costs, excluding 
personnel costsΦά (WP2020, page 22) 

 



Established by the European Commission 

Physical Sciences & Engineering 

Á PE1 Mathematics 

Á PE2 Fundamental Constituents of Matter 

Á PE3 Condensed Matter Physics 

Á PE4 Physical and Analytical Chemical Sciences 

Á PE5 Synthetic Chemistry and Materials  

Á PE6 Computer Science and Informatics 

Á PE7 Systems and Communication Engineering 

Á PE8 Products and Process Engineering 

Á PE9 Universe Sciences 

Á PE10 Earth System Science 

Life Sciences 

Á LS1 Molecular Biology, Biochemistry, 

Structural Biology and Molecular Biophysics 

Á LS2 Genetics, óOmicsô, Bioinformatics and 

Systems Biology 

Á LS3 Cellular and Developmental Biology 

Á LS4 Physiology, Pathophysiology and  

Endocrinology 

Á LS5 Neurosciences and Neural Disorders 

Á LS6 Immunity and Infection 

Á LS7 Applied Medical Technologies, 

Diagnostics, Therapies and Public Health 

Á LS8 Ecology, Evolution and Environmental 

Biology 

Á LS9 Applied Life Sciences, Biotechnology and 

Molecular and Biosystems Engineering  
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 Evaluation Panel Structure (WP2020) 
Covering all areas of science ï descriptors are not priorities 

Each panel: Panel Chair and 12-16 panel members 

Social Sciences and Humanities 

Á SH1 Individuals, Markets and Organisations  

Á SH2 Institutions, Values, Environment and Space  

Á SH3 The Social World, Diversity, Population  

Á SH4 The Human Mind and Its Complexity 

Á SH5 Cultures and Cultural Production 

Á SH6 The Study of the Human Past 

WP 2021: Contours of panels redefined, 

descriptors enriched (especially LS), two new 

panels (PE11, SH7) 
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Frontier of science, scholarship and 

engineering, i.e. 
 

VMulti- or interdisciplinary proposals which cross 

boundaries between different fields of research, 

or 

VPioneering proposals addressing new and 

emerging fields of research,  

or 

VProposals introducing unconventional, 

innovative approaches and scientific inventions. 
 

 

What is the ERC looking for? 
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ÅExcellence of the Research Proposal 

V Ground breaking nature  

V Ambition 

V Feasibility 

V Synergy Grants: goes beyond what PIs could do alone? 

Combination of scientific elements crucial to address 

scope and complexity of problem? 

Evaluation of proposals  
Excellence is the sole evaluation criterion 

Å Excellence of the Principal Investigator 

V Intellectual capacity 

V Creativity 

V Synergy Grants: Group brings together necessary 

elements? 
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Remote assessment by Panel members and 
Cross Panel Reviewers of ONLY section 1 ς 

Synopsis and CV (Part B1) 

Panel meeting 

Proposals retained  
for step 2 

STEP 1 

Feedback to 
applicants 

C 
B 

Remote assessment by Panel members and 
Remote Reviewers (specialists) of full 

proposals  

(Part B1+B2) 

Panel meeting 
(with interview for StG + CoG  

foreseen also for AdG as of WP 2021  

Ranked list of 
proposals 

STEP 2 

B 
A 

A 

Evaluation process 

(StG, CoG, AdG) 


