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RESEARCH TOOLS 

Where do I start and how do I browse the Archives’ inventories?  

The HAEU preserves and makes accessible the archives deposited by EU institutions, bodies 
and agencies, according to the thirty-year rule governing access to archival material. We also 
collect and preserve private papers of individuals, movements and international organizations 
involved in European integration.  

We aim at facilitating research on the history of the European Union, promoting public interest 
in European integration, and enhancing transparency in the functioning of EU Institutions. To 
start familiarizing yourself with our system, you can also watch our video tutorial (also in 
French here). 

To browse an inventory, start with the search bar on our website. It is the easiest way to begin 
exploring our collections. Simply type in a few keywords related to what you are looking for, 
such as a name or a topic. Our search system will use those words to find and show the records 
that best match your search. This helps to quickly discover relevant material and continue 
exploring from there. 

When you move your cursor over the search bar, you will also see that you can use Boolean 
operators to refine your search. AND helps to filter the results and OR helps to include more 
results by searching for alternative words. “Quotation marks” let you search for an exact 
phrase; brackets help you structure more complex queries; NOT excludes terms you do not 
want, and the asterisk (*) can be used to search for variant spellings of a word. 

When searching the database, it is often a good idea to try keywords in more than one 
language. Relevant records may use different terms depending on the language of the 
description, so broadening your search in this way can be very helpful. You can also improve 
your results by thinking laterally and trying related keywords.  

For example, if you start with energy, you could expand your search to include terms such as 
oil, coal, petrol, or nuclear, as well as equivalents in other languages like énergie, charbon, 
pétrole, or nucléaire. 

For example, if you are researching legislations on women rights, it is useful to start with that 
general term and then expand your search using more specific keywords in different 
languages. You could also search for droits de l’homme, droits civiques, droits des 
femmes, droits sociaux, or égalité de traitement. Depending on the historical period, it may 
also be helpful to try related expressions such as condition féminine, émancipation des 
femmes, autorité maritale,droits reproductifs. In the same way, if your research focuses on 
minorities, you can include droits des minorités or minorités ethniques. Because archival 
documents reflect the language of their time, using both modern and historical terms can help 
you find material that might not appear in a more straightforward search. 

If needed, you can always click Start a new Search to clear your results and begin again. 

Advanced Research 

You can also refine your search using the filters available on the page, when you click on 
Advanced Research. Here you can select the Date Ranges, which allow you to search within 
a specific time period by selecting a start year and an end year. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=52WD8Uvgl3c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I47PX9NSrYE
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Under Digital Available Online, you can limit your results to records with online content, such 
as audio, video, textual documents, photographs, or external links. The Description Levels 
filter helps you search at different levels of the archival structure, from broad holdings to 
individual files or items. You can also focus on particular kinds of creators or sources, such as 
corporate bodies, individuals, oral history, or interviews. 

If you want to search in specific fonds, you can also apply filters to help you further refine your 
research. Under References, for example, you can search by fonds code and file number. 
You can also refine your results by language or by type of archival material. 

 

Where to look?  

HOLDINGS  

By clicking on Holdings, you can view the full list of our fonds, organized into four main groups: 
EU institutions, Individuals, Corporate Bodies, and Collections. 

Keep in mind that the Historical Archives preserve many different fonds, and each fonds has 
its own structure and organization. For example, part of the fonds of the Council of Ministers 
is organized by years, you need to browse the sub-fonds of each separate year to access the 
specific sections (for example, the year 1968). 

The Commission fonds – and by extension that of the Directorates-General-, are divided into 
two distinct parts: the first refers to the period preceding the Merger Treaty (Commission of the 
European Economic Community, 1958–1967), and the second to the period following its entry 
into force (European Commission from 1967 onwards). In addition, you can find relevant 
information under Cabinets Ortoli; Jenkins; Thorn and Delors. 

The European Parliament fonds is divided by different legislatures. Hence, you can find the 
documents from the Assemblée parlementaire européenne et Parlement européen avant 
l'élection directe until the fifth legislature. For basic information about our holdings and more 
detailed information on individual fonds, you can consult the Identity Statement of each fonds. 
This section includes essential details such as the reference code, the extent of the material, 
and the name of the Reference Archivist for that fonds:  

https://archives.eui.eu/en/fonds
https://archives.eui.eu/en/fonds#EU%20Institutions
http://archives.eui.eu/en/fonds#Individuals
https://archives.eui.eu/en/fonds#CorporateBodies
https://archives.eui.eu/en/fonds#Collections
https://archives.eui.eu/en/fonds/80181?item=CM2/1958
https://archives.eui.eu/en/fonds/92045?item=CM2%2F1968
https://archives.eui.eu/en/groups/88
https://archives.eui.eu/en/groups/89
https://archives.eui.eu/en/fonds/817758?item=CEUE_ORTO
https://archives.eui.eu/en/fonds/558566?item=CEUE_JENK
https://archives.eui.eu/en/fonds/676443?item=CEUE_THOR
https://archives.eui.eu/en/fonds/906053?item=CEUE_DEL1
https://archives.eui.eu/en/isaar/125
https://archives.eui.eu/en/fonds/182588?item=PE0
https://archives.eui.eu/en/fonds/182588?item=PE0
https://archives.eui.eu/en/fonds/684491?item=PE5
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The Economic and Social Committee’s inventory - an advisory body established by the 
Treaty of Rome, which participates in decision-making procedures by issuing opinions, but 
without legislative influence – is organized by years. You can find the relevant information on 
how the fonds are organized and its content and structure when you open the page from 
Holdings. Below, an example from the European Investment Bank: 

 

As you can see, you can also jump to the information on the fonds clicking the lateral list of 
options. 

The fonds were deposited in Florence under specific conditions agreed with the depositor, 
which means that special consultation rules may apply in some cases. For example, the Court 
of Justice of the European Union’s fonds has specific access rules. The fonds includes 
documents dealing with judicial affairs, namely original procedure files or case law, which may 
be consulted exclusively in their digitized version. Their consultation is subject, where 
applicable, to a prior examination of requests by the CJEU, which considers the protection of 
privacy, commercial interests, and the confidentiality of deliberations. The access conditions to 
the files are described in detail in the introduction to each section of the CJEU fonds and in 
each individual file. You can find the information related to accessibility and consultation in the 
section “Conditions of Access and Use” of each fonds, like in the example below: 

https://archives.eui.eu/en/fonds/67358?item=CES
https://archives.eui.eu/en/fonds/30462?item=BEI
https://archives.eui.eu/en/isaar/629
https://archives.eui.eu/en/isaar/629
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When you browse the Holdings section, you can select the material you wish to consult from 
the main archival categories. In sections such as EU Institutions, Individuals, and Corporate 
Bodies, some records are marked with a PDF icon. This shows that the material can be 
accessed online after you enroll on our website: 

 

 

RECORD CREATORS 

You can also search within specific Record Creators, by browsing the specific page.  
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In this case, we are browsing the Record Creators of Individuals’ Fonds. You click on the name 
you are interested in exploring, in our case Klaus Meyer fonds. 

 

As you can see, the Record Creator page does more than provide historical information on the 
individuals and institutions that created the fonds. It can also point you to related Record 
Creators, as well as to connected fonds and interviews. For example, if an individual was 
involved in a specific institution or committee whose records are also preserved at the HAEU, 
you may find those links here. This is a very useful way to begin cross-referencing our fonds 
and exploring related material across the Archives. 

 

Oral History 
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The Historical Archives of the European Union is the repository for various oral history 
programmes, launched to preserve the voices of European politicians and officials. The 
Archives preserves the original recordings and written transcripts and makes these materials 
available for research.  

The oral history holdings of the Archives comprise more than 900 interviews, divided among 
ten distinct programmes: 

 

You can also browse our oral history depository searching for the name of the Interviewees, 
in alphabetical order. Every Interviewees has a Record Creator page where you can find 
relevant information on their life and career. 

 

 

Similarly, every Interview’s page has an abstract with the content of the interview: 
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Multimedia Portal 

The Historical Archives of EU preserves numerous photographs, films, videos, posters, 
artefacts, and multimedia documents. By browsing from the Multimedia Portal, you can directly 
search for this kind of material in our database. You can also find more information on our 
collections browsing the Research Guides by type of Material. 

 

As with the other research tools on our website, you can also refine your research: 

 

In our multimedia portal you can also find some of our online exhibitions: 

https://www.eui.eu/en/academic-units/historical-archives-of-the-european-union/research-support/research-guides
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EXPLORING RESEARCH TOOLS 

For example, let us say you are researching the nuclear policies of the European Community 
in the 1970s. You type nucléaire into the search bar and receive a large number of results. At 
this point, you can use the search tools to narrow down and refine your search. 

 

You can now narrow the results 
using filters such as fonds, 
description level, date range, 
online availability, language, type 
of archival material, or access 
level. After that, you can begin looking through the list of items that match your search. 
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Suppose you are specifically interested in Council documents. In the list of results, you come 
across a sub-series dedicated to energy and nuclear matters: 

 

 

When you open the link, you are taken to the sub-series of the fonds CM2/1970. From here, 
you can click on the link in the Identity Statement to go back to the Record Creators page.  

 

 

The Record Creators, or ISAAR, is a useful tool for exploring the connections between fonds. 
For example, the page for the Council of the European Communities includes information 
on its institutional predecessor, together with a historical description of the creator. 
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At the end of the page, you can find the related Fonds and other related Record Creators. 
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What if I don’t find what I’m looking for? 

You can try refining your search, using keywords in additional languages, or broadening your 
search with related terms. You may also consult our Research Guides, which offer a general 
overview of the archival material available at the HAEU on specific topics related to European 
integration and European-level policies. Please keep in mind, however, that the Research 
Guides are intended as a starting point and do not provide an exhaustive list of all available 
materials. 

Still need help? 

In some cases, the expertise of our Archivists can be very useful in helping you refine your 
search and better understand our fonds. If you would like further assistance, please send us 
an email at archiv@eui.eu 

https://www.eui.eu/en/academic-units/historical-archives-of-the-european-union/research-support/research-guides
mailto:archiv@eui.eu

