European

; . = = &
¥S1¥¢€Slt‘y SC iences Po % College of Europe *
Stitute CENTRE FOR EUROPEAN STUDIES College d'Europe | I
AND COMPARATIVE POLITICS

Brugge Natolin

WORKSHOP

THE STATE OF THE UNION AFTER THE JUNCKER YEARS

Jointly organised by the EUI, SciencesPo and the College of Europe

Library Reading Room (ASP-05D), European Parliament, Place du Luxembourg - 1047 Ixelles, Brussels

10 OcToBER 2019

INTRODUCTION

The conference offers an early opportunity to review and assess the European Union’s inter-institutional
relationships in the Juncker years (2014-2019). It will report findings from two major empirical projects
conducted as part of ‘The European Commission: Where now? Where next?’ project on the internal
operation of the Commission since 2014, both conducted with a number of partners and headquartered at
the Robert Schuman Centre for Advanced Studies at the European University Institute. The conference will
bring together scholars and key policy-makers from the European institutions to discuss the performance of
the Juncker Commission and how it compares with its predecessors. The aim is to identify legislative trends,

as well as to examine the outgoing Commission in historical perspective.

The discussions will be based on two major surveys:

1. The Observatory of European Institutions

The Observatory of European Institutions analyses the logic that determines decision-making in the
European Union. Drawing on all definitive legislative acts adopted by the European Union since 1996
onwards (around 3500 acts), and on interviews, the Observatory of European Institutions examines, the
impact of major political changes such as new treaties, institutional reforms, or the ongoing economic
and political crises, and on each policy sector. Conducted by a multinational team, led by Renaud
Dehousse (EUI), and Olivier Rozenberg (Sciences Po), the project aims to provide a detailed analysis

of the European Union as a political actor.

2. The European Commission: Where now? Where next?

This project investigates and assesses the impact of the procedural and organisational changes enacted
by the Juncker Commission on entering office in 2014. Drawing on original source material collected
in 2018 from an online survey (n=6,500), more than two hundred interviews, and five focus groups, it
examines understandings among Commission staff of the ‘political Commission’— the term used by
the Commission President to characterise his Commission -- and assesses the effects of the ‘new
working methods’ introduced to ensure delivery of his ten priorities. Conducted by a multinational team,
led by Hussein Kassim and Sara Connolly, UEA, and including Michael W. Bauer, German University

of Administrative Sciences, Speyer, Pierre Bocquillon, UEA, Renaud Dehousse, EUI, Brigid Laffan,

EUI, and Andrew Thompson, University of Edinburgh, the project aims to provide the definitive

assessment of Juncker’s experiment with a new model of leadership and organisation.

Scientific committee: Olivier Costa (Sciences Po Bordeaux and College of Europe), Renaud Dehousse

(EUI), Hussein Kassim (University of East Anglia) & Olivier Rozenberg (Sciences Po Paris)
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Introduction
Renaud Dehousse | President, European University Institute (EUI)

EU institutions: The Inside Logic

Speakers:
Hussein Kassim | University of East Anglia | The “Political” Commission

Olivier Costa | Sciences Po Bordeaux and College of Europe | The internal
political dynamics of VIlIth Parliament

Stéphanie Novak | University of Venice | Voting in the EU Council of ministers

Discussants:

Jim Cloos | Deputy Director-General for General and Institutional Policy in the
General Secretariat of the EU Council of Ministers
llze Juhansone | Acting Secretary General of the European Commission

The law-making process: What (if anything) has changed?

Speakers:

Selma Bendjaballah | Sciences Po Paris | Law-making: A sectoral analysis

Olivier Rozenberg | Sciences Po Paris | Has law-making become more
difficult?

Discussant:

Maria José Martinez Iglesias | Director for Legislative Affairs in the Legal
Service of the European Parliament

Perspectives for the Parliament-Commission Relationship
Keynote speech:

Klaus Welle | Secretary General of the European Parliament
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