Mobility and awareness in a distributed Academic
Environment

The EUI context: Florence and Fiesole

1. Why this page exists

Urban awareness at the European University Institute takes a specific form.

Unlike centralized university campuses, the EUI operates across multiple locations
embedded within the urban and territorial fabric of Florence and Fiesole. Academic
buildings, offices, residences, and shared spaces are distributed across the city and
surrounding hills.

This model is one of the EUI's strengths. At the same time, it introduces specific dynamics of
mobility, commuting, and transition.

At EUI, awareness is not primarily linked to being in a place.

[t is linked to moving between places.

2. A distributed academic environment
EUI sites are integrated into:

1. historic city areas,

2. residential neighborhoods,
3. hillside locations,

4. mixed-use urban contexts.

Even if there are clear campus boundaries, we are not isolated in our golden cage.
The city itself becomes part of the academic environment.

This means that awareness is shaped by transitions, not containment.

3. Daily commuting as a structural condition
For many community members, daily life includes:

walking between sites,

using public transport,

commuting between Florence and Fiesole,
4. managing time pressure between activities.
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At EUI, exposure — when it exists — is more often associated with movement and routine
than with destinations.



4. City centre and high-density contexts

Central Florence is characterized by:

e high pedestrian density,
e tourism,
e mixed functions.

These environments are not unsafe, but they are attention-intensive. Awareness here
means reading the rhythm and function of space at different times of day.

5. Hillside locations and reduced density
Sites in Fiesole and surrounding areas present:

1. lower density,

2. reduced passive surveillance,

3. longer walking stretches,

4. less frequent transport off-peak.

These contexts reward anticipation rather than reaction.

6. Transitions, routine, and cognitive load
Most everyday incidents occur during moments of routine:

1. end-of-day commuting,
2. repeated routes,
3. cognitive fatigue.

Awareness here requires only brief moments of reconnection with the environment.

7. Awareness as a shared EUI culture
Within a dispersed academic institution, awareness works best as a shared practice:

e informal information exchange,
e normalization of small adaptive behaviors,
e collective understanding of mobility patterns.

This is especially important for international members unfamiliar with local urban cues.

8. Key message
The EUI operates within the city, not apart from it.

Urban awareness does not restrict movement.

It supports autonomy, confidence, and clarity across a complex academic landscape.



Final takeaway (box)

EUIl is not a closed campus.

Awareness matters most while moving between places: commuting,
transitions, and routine routes.

Small adjustments support autonomy across a distributed academic
environment.



