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Robert Schuman and Jean Monnet during a meeting of the Common  Parliamentary Assembly in Strasbourg (France) in 1958. HAEU, JP 312 – Photo: Unknown  
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2 0 2 0 The EXHIBITION
but powerful statement made by the French Foreign 
Minister, Robert Schuman, on the 9th of May 1950. The 
declaration, inspired by Jean Monnet and drafted by 
Schuman and his close advisers, initiated the process of 
European integration with its vision of a joint French and 
German coal and steel production. This venture would 
be managed by a common High Authority, within the 
framework of an organisation open to the participation 
of other European countries. The European Coal and 
Steel Community (ECSC) was established in 1951 by  
Belgium, France, Italy, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, 
and West Germany: for the first time, national States 
decided to transfer some sovereign rights to a new 
supranational institution. 

 The Schuman declaration is a turning point in the 
history of Europe. Ideas and concepts were formulated 
in the declaration, which were also incorporated into 
the subsequent European treaties, beginning with the 
Paris Treaty establishing the ECSC in 1951 until the last 
Treaty of Lisbon in 2007. Essentially, the declaration 
includes not only objectives like striving for peace, 
overcoming national rivalries and accomplishing 
mutual solidarity, but also a blueprint for a closer 
integration of the Member States based on federalism. 

“Europe and Europeans 1950>2020: 70th anniversary of 
the Schuman Declaration” sets out to raise awareness
of the importance of the Schuman Declaration within the
history of European integration, to stimulate reflection 
on its relevance in today’s Europe, and to encourage debate 
on the history of the European Union (EU) and its future. 
The visitor is encouraged to take a journey through European 
history, which develops into two distinct but 
inter-connecting paths.   The first path is guided by 
key sentences of the Declaration that give the title to 
five thematic sections. Through a selection of images 
and documents held in the Historical Archives of the 
European Union (HAEU), the visitor can experience
some of the most relevant political, economic, social and 
cultural developments of the last 70 years of European history. 

You can further explore each thematic section by taking 
home the key documents available in the notebooks. The 
second path allows for a meeting with people, as they 
were involved in or affected by the process of European 
integration, with a view to reflecting on what it means to be 
European in a dialogue between past and present. Finally, 
the whole exhibition is enriched by a multimedia section 
through different QR codes that refer to audio and/or video 
material that can be streamed to your mobile phone.

marks the 70th anniversary of the 
Schuman Declaration, a short 

Jacques Delors (FR)
President of the European Commission 
1985 - 1995. 
HAEU, INT 142 

Pierre Uri (FR)
French economist and close collaborator of Jean Monnet,
involved in the negotiations on the Treaty of Paris (1951) 
establishing the ECSC. HAEU, INT 529 (Transcript)

   L’idée forte de Robert Schuman 
était la réconciliation.

   Le choix du charbon et de 
l’acier, c’était une très belle idée 
politique.

“ ““
“



The Schuman Declaration
9 May 1950

WORLD PEACE CANNOT BE 
SAFEGUARDED WITHOUT THE 
MAKING OF CREATIVE EFFORTS 

proportionate to the dangers which threaten it. 

The contribution which an organised and living 
Europe can bring to civilisation is indispensable 
to the maintenance of peaceful relations. In 
taking upon herself for more than 20 years the 
role of champion of a united Europe, France 
has always had as her essential aim the service 
of peace. A united Europe was not achieved and 
we had war. 

EUROPE  will  not  be  made  all  at  once  or  
according  to  a  single  plan.  

It  WILL  BE  BUILT  THROUGH  
CONCRETE ACHIEVEMENTS 
WHICH FIRST CREATE A 
DE FACTO SOLIDARITY. 

The coming together of the nations of Europe 
requires the elimination of the age-old 
opposition of France and Germany. Any action 
taken must in the first place concern these two 
countries. With this aim in view, the French 
Government proposes that action be taken 
immediately on one limited but decisive point.

It  proposes  that  Franco-German  production  
of  coal  and  steel  as  a  whole  be  placed  
under  a  common High Authority within the 
framework of an organisation open to the 
participation of the other countries of Europe. 

The pooling of coal and steel production 
should immediately provide for the setting 
up of common foundations for economic 
development as a first step in the federation of 

Europe and will change the destinies of those 
regions which have long been devoted to the 
manufacture of munitions of war, of which they 
have been the most constant victims.

The solidarity in production thus established 
will make it plain that any war between 
France and  Germany  becomes  not  merely  
unthinkable,  but  materially  impossible.  The  
setting  up  of  this  powerful productive unit, 

OPEN TO ALL COUNTRIES 
WILLING TO TAKE PART 

and bound ultimately to provide all the member 
countries with the basic elements of industrial 
production on the same terms, will lay a true 
foundation for their economic unification.

This production will be offered to the world 
as a whole without distinction or exception, 
with the  aim  of  contributing  to  raising  
living  standards  and  to  promoting  peaceful  
achievements.  With  increased resources, 
Europe will be able to pursue the achievement 
of one of its essential tasks, namely the 
development of the African continent. 

In this way, there will be realised simply 
and speedily that fusion of interest which 
is indispensable to the establishment of a 
common economic system; it may be the leaven 
from which may grow a wider and deeper 
community between countries long opposed to 
one another by sanguinary divisions.

By  pooling  basic  production  and  by  instituting  
a  new  High  Authority  whose  decisions  will  
bind France, Germany and other member 
countries, 



THIS PROPOSAL WILL LEAD TO 
THE REALISATION OF THE FIRST 
CONCRETE FOUNDATION OF A 
EUROPEAN FEDERATION

indispensable to the preservation of peace.

To promote the realisation of the objectives 
defined, the French Government is ready to 
open negotiations on the following bases.

The task with which this common High Authority 
will be charged will be that of securing in the 
shortest possible time the modernisation of 
production and the improvement of its quality; 
the supply of coal and steel on identical terms 
to the French and German markets, as well as 
to the markets of other member countries; the 
development in common of exports to other 
countries; the equalisation and improvement 
of the living conditions of workers in these 
industries.

To achieve these objectives, starting from 
the very different conditions in which the 
production of member countries is at present 
situated, it is proposed that certain transitional 
measures should be instituted, such as the 
application of a production and investment 
plan, the establishment of compensating 
machinery for equating prices and the creation 
of a restructuring fund to facilitate the 
rationalisation of production. The movement 
of coal and steel between member countries 
will immediately be freed from all customs 
duty and will not be affected by differential 
transport rates. Conditions will gradually be 
created which will spontaneously provide for 
the more rational distribution of production at 
the highest level of productivity.

In contrast to international cartels, which tend 
to impose restrictive practices on distribution 
and the exploitation of national markets and to 
maintain high profits, 

THE ORGANISATION WILL 
ENSURE THE FUSION OF 
MARKETS AND THE EXPANSION 
OF PRODUCTION.

The essential principles and undertakings 
defined above will be the subject of a treaty 
signed between the States and submitted 
for the ratification of their parliaments. 

The negotiations required to settle details 
of applications will be undertaken with the 
help of an arbitrator appointed by common 
agreement. He will be entrusted with the task 
of seeing that the agreements reached conform 
with the principles laid down and, in the event 
of a deadlock, he will decide what solution is to 
be adopted.

The common High Authority entrusted with the 
management of the scheme will be composed 
of  independent  persons  appointed  by  the  
governments,  giving  equal  representation.  

A  chairman  will  be  chosen  by  common  
agreement  between  the  governments.  The  
Authority’s  decisions  will  be  enforce able in 
France, Germany and other member countries. 
Appropriate measures will be provided for 
means of appeal against the decisions of the 
Authority.

A representative of the United Nations will 
be accredited to the Authority and will be 
instructed to make a public report to the United 
Nations twice yearly, giving an account of the 
working of the new organisation, particularly 
as concerns the safeguarding of its objectives.

The  institution  of  the  High  Authority  
will  in  no  way  prejudge  the  methods  of  
ownership  of  enterprises.  In  the  exercise  of  
its  functions,  the  common  High  Authority  
will  take  into  account  the  powers  conferred  
upon  the  International  Ruhr  Authority  and  
the  obligations  of  all  kinds  imposed  upon 
Germany, so long as these remain in force.
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F rom the very beginning, 
European integration 
strived to strengthen 

world peace. Already during 
World War II, a united Europe 
was seen by some as the 
only antidote to the dangers 
posed by nationalism. One 
of the most remarkable 
achievements of the last 70 
years of European integration 
has been to eradicate the 
possibility of war between 
European countries, that 
have long characterised the 
history of the continent. 

Demonstration at the Franco-German border 
in Wissembourg on 20 August 1950. 
HAEU, GR 3 – Photo: Carabin

Hans-Gert Pöttering (DE)
President of the European Parliament 
2007 - 2009. HAEU, INT 796

“I never got to know my father, this is a psychological reason why 
I became interested in the peaceful development of Europe. […]
I think that was the motivation, there should never be a war 
again between European Countries.” 

“On a eu cette génération des Allemands, des Français, des 
Néerlandais, des Belges, qui ont connu ça et ont dit : «plus jamais».”

Margaret Brusasco-Mackenzie (UK)
European Commission official 
1981 - 1999. HAEU, INT 114
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X

A long both the East/West 
and the North/South axis, 
Europe has also been at 

the forefront in the promotion of 
cooperation and dialogue with 
a view to creating a peaceful 
international community.  While 
in the area of common defence 
and foreign policy, initiatives 
have not always been successful, 
from the very beginning with the 
proposal for a European Defence 
Community in the early 1950s, 
which was rejected. It is a subject 
in which the European Union still 
struggles to speak with one voice 
in the international arena, since 
Member States are reluctant to 
transfer sovereignty in this field to 
a supranational level. 

The project of a 
EUROPEAN DEFENCE COMMUNITY 

Italian Prime 
Minister Alcide De 

Gasperi was amongst the 
most active promoters of the

European Defence Community. 
The project sank in 1954 when it 

failed to be ratified by the 
French Parliament.

Up: Alcide De Gasperi. 
HAEU, ME 1549 - Photo: Unknown.

Down: Manuscript notes of the speech by 
Fernand Dehousse, member of the 
European Assembly (European 
Parliament today), to the Belgian 
Senate on 3 March1954, concerning
 the proposal for a European 
Defence Community. 
HAEU, FD 76.
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LOOKING EAST
in times of Cold War

Reports of the 
Commission for 
Central and Eastern 
Europe of the 
European Movement 
on relations between 
Western and Eastern 
Europe during the 
Cold War, 1954-1960. 
HAEU, ME 2147.

Berliners celebrating the fall of the Berlin Wall on 9 November 1989. 
© AP 1989 – Source: EC – Photo: Lionel Cironneau.

Herman van Rompuy (BE)
President of the European Council 2009 - 2014. 
HAEU, INT 885

“I still think that the end of the cold war, the collapse of the Soviet 
Union, the fall of the Berlin Wall, the opening of Central and Eastern 
Europe and their entering in the European Union was the major event 
of the second half of the last century.” 

German reunification 
took place on 3 October 

1990, less than a year after the 
fall of the Berlin Wall. For the 
first time, the borders of the 

European Community
 moved to the East. 

Cooperation 
                   with AFRICA

Left: Celebrations for the signature of the first Lomé 
Convention between the European Community and 46 
African, Caribbean and Pacific (ACP) countries, in Lomé (Togo) 
on 28 February 1975. HAEU, FXO 330 - Photo: Unknown.

Right: Hydro-agricultural development project of the 
European Development Fund (EDF) in Madagascar, 5 January 
1972. HAEU, BAC-025/1980 0773-I - Photos: Unknown.

The European 
Development Fund was 
launched in 1959, and is 

still the main source of EU 
development aid for the African, 

Caribbean and Pacific 
(ACP) countries.
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The Ventotene Manifesto

From left to right: Manifesto di 
Ventotene, with original manuscript 
notes of Altiero Spinelli, 1941. 
HAEU, AS 3; Identity document of 
Altiero Spinelli. HAEU, AS 210;
Portrait of Ernesto Rossi. 
© Fondazione Ernesto Rossi.

The Manifesto “Towards a Free 
and United Europe” was drafted 
in 1941 by Altiero Spinelli and 
Ernesto Rossi, when they were 
exiled to the island of Ventotene,
in the Mediterranean sea, by the 
Fascist regime. Subsequently it 
was edited by Eugenio Colorni 
and circulated clandestinely

with the help of Ursula Hirschmann
and Ada Rossi. These Italian 
intellectuals and militant politicians 
envisioned the creation of a
united and free Europe, to
change the historical path that 
had led European countries
for the second time on the brink of 
self-destruction.

E U R O P E 
A N D  E U R O P E A N S

DOCUMENTATION E U R O P E 
A N D  E U R O P E A N S



T hrough propaganda and action, all the while seeking to 

establish all possible agreements and links among the 

individual movements which are doubtless being formed in the 

various countries, now is the time to put down the foundations for a 

movement capable of mobilizing all forces to build the new organism 

which will be the grandest, most innovative creation in Europe for 

centuries; capable of setting up a solid federal state, with a European 

armed service at its disposal rather than national armies; capable 

of crushing economic autarchies, the backbone of totalitarian 

regimes; that will have sufficient institutions and means for its 

deliberations on the maintenance of common order to be executed 

in the individual federal states, while allowing each state to retain 

the necessary autonomy for a plastic organization and development 

of political activity according to the specific characteristics of the 

various populations. If a sufficient number of people in the main 

European countries understand this, then victory will soon be theirs, 

for both circumstances and public opinion will be on their side. They 

will be faced with parties and factions discredited by the disastrous 

experience of the last twenty years. Since it will be time for new 

action, it will also be time for new men: from the MOVEMENT FOR 

A FREE AND UNITED EUROPE.  

The Ventotene Manifesto
1 9 4 1

[English translation available on the website of the Istituto di Studi Federalisti «Altiero Spinelli»]

Forward: Manifesto di Ventotene, with original manuscript notes by Altiero Spinelli, 1941. HAEU, AS 3.
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T he European project started 
with coal and steel but 
then broadened its focus 

to the economic sector, agriculture, 
social issues, the environment and 
many other policy fields. One of 
the original goals of the European 
Communities was to reduce the 
gaps between the various European 

regions, by strengthening the unity 
of their economies end ensuring 
their continuous development.  
European institutions invested 
in development projects that 
left concrete footprints in the 
landscape of the Member States, 
and implemented a growing range 
of common policies that affect 

the everyday lives of European 
citizens. This process was neither 
straightforward nor predetermined, 
but in the end it has fostered an 
ever-expanding web of relations 
between European countries. The 
question remains, how much it has 
contributed to create a de facto 
solidarity. 

European Investment Bank (EIB) project Deutsche Bundesbahn (Germany), 1960-1961: electrification of the North-South axis’ railway. 
HAEU, BEI 2165 - Photo: Unknown.

Josep Borrell (ES)
President of the European

 Parliament 2004 - 2007. 
HAEU, INT 799

“Being good neighbours, 
not fighting each other,
cooperating, doing something 
together [...] is a big asset 
for the European Union.” 

Listen to

9 May 20201950>2020
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From left to right: Letter from the European 
Commissioner for Agriculture, Sicco 
Mansholt, to the President of the European 
Commission, Franco Maria Malfatti, 
explaining the need for a common 
environmental policy. 9 February 1972.
HAEU, GR 142 ; Poster produced by the 
European Commission: The Common 
Fisheries Policy (CFP): Manage to Fish 
Forever.HAEU, NDG 316.

Taking care 
of ENVIRONMENT

Europe invests in
REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT

The European 
Commission published 

the first European Environmental
 Action Programme in 1973, while 

the Common Fisheries Policy
 was first introduced in 

the 1970s. 

The European 
Investment Bank (EIB) 

was established in 1958 to 
contribute to the financing of 
viable capital projects which 

further EU core values and 
policy goals.

Up - From left to right: Construction of a 
hydroelectric power plant in Taloro, Sardinia 
(Italy). HAEU, BEI 2154 - Photo: Unknown; 
Construction of an acetylene factory in 
the south-west of France. HAEU, BEI 2144 - 
Photo: Unknow.
Down - From left to right: Food processing 
industry in Moldova. © European 
Investment Bank; Øresund Bridge, a 
link between Sweden and Denmark. © 
European Investment Bank.

Petrus 
Mathijsen (NL)

European Commission 
official 1977-1986. 

HAEU, INT 215

“La première grande étape a été 
le règlement sur une politique 
régionale. Parce que pour faire 
accepter par les Etats membres 
qu’il y ait une politique régionale 
européenne, ça a été dur. Et ça a 

été un grand pas.” 

Listen to
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A common 
AGRICULTURAL 

POLICY

SOCIAL POLICIES
for workers

From left to right: Study on the Common 
Agricultural Policy (CAP) published by 
the Academic Association of Economic and 
Commercial Sciences, 1964. HAEU, GR 35; 
Map published by the Publication Service of 
the European Communities: Agriculture - land use 
and main crops, 1962. HAEU, CRNO 80.

The Common 
Agricultural Policy 

(CAP), launched in 1962, 
was the first common 

policy developed at 
European level. 

Plans for workers’ accommodation prepared for the European Coal and Steel Community’s housing programme, January 1955. HAEU, CEAB 11/1666.

From left to right: Report from the Commission of the 
European Economic Community on the evolution of the social 

situation of the Community, 1959. HAEU, CM2/1959 884; 
Bulletin of the European Communities on the Social Action 

Programme, 1974. HAEU, CEDEFOP 5.
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On 25 March 1957 the 
representatives of Belgium, 
France, Italy, Luxembourg, the 
Netherlands and West Germany 
signed the Treaties of Rome, 
thereby founding the European 
Economic Community (EEC) and 
the EURATOM.  In the Preamble to 
the Treaty establishing the EEC, 

all the signatories committed to 
improve the living and working 
conditions of their peoples, and 
to reduce the differences existing 
between the various regions, in 
order to ensure the economic 
and social progress of their 
countries. 

1 9 5 7

Treaties of Rome

From left to right: Poster on the occasion of the signing of the Treaties of Rome. HAEU, NDG 51; 
Signatories to the Treaties gathered in the garden of the Belgian Embassy in Rome, admiring 
a poster designed to mark the event: from left to right, Paul Henri Spaak, Konrad Adenauer, 
Jean-Charles Snoy et d’Oppuers, Joseph Luns and Walter Hallstein. 
© AP 1957 - Source: EC - Photo: Ivan Crosceneo.

 



H IS MAJESTY THE KING OF THE BELGIANS, THE PRESIDENT OF THE 
FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY, THE PRESIDENT OF THE FRENCH 

REPUBLIC, THE PRESIDENT OF THE ITALIAN REPUBLIC, HER ROYAL HIGHNESS 
THE GRAND DUCHESS OF LUXEMBOURG, HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN OF THE 
NETHERLANDS,  

DETERMINED to lay the foundations of an ever-closer union among the peoples 
of Europe,  

RESOLVED to ensure the economic and social progress of their countries by 
common action to eliminate the barriers which divide Europe,  

AFFIRMING as the essential objective of their efforts the constant improvement 
of the living and working conditions of their peoples,  

RECOGNISING that the removal of existing obstacles calls for concerted action 
in order to guarantee steady expansion, balanced trade and fair competition,  

ANXIOUS to strengthen the unity of their economies and to ensure their 
harmonious development by reducing the differences existing between the 
various regions and the backwardness of the less favoured regions,  

DESIRING to contribute, by means of a common commercial policy, to the 
progressive abolition of restrictions on international trade,  

INTENDING to confirm the solidarity which binds Europe and the overseas 
countries and desiring to ensure the development of their prosperity, in 
accordance with the principles of the Charter of the United Nations,  

RESOLVED by thus pooling their resources to preserve and strengthen peace 
and liberty, and calling upon the other peoples of Europe who share their ideal 
to join in their efforts,  

HAVE DECIDED to create a European Economic Community […]  

PREAMBLE

1 9 5 7

Treaty establishing the 
European Economic Community

Forward: Poster on the occasion of the signing of the Treaties of Rome. HAEU, NDG 51.
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“

“

T he Schuman Declaration 
reflected the belief 
that a common market 

for coal and steel would assist 
the struggling of European 
economies which were on their 
knees after the war. The steady 
growth in industrial production 
in the first twenty years since 
the creation of the European 
Coal and Steel Community 
strengthened the goal of creating 
a wider internal market, with a 
view to enhancing economic 
growth and eliminating trade 
barriers between European 
countries.   

Map published by the Publication Service of the 
European Communities: Energie et sidérurgie, 1962. 
HAEU, CRNO 80.
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Up - From left to right: Worker at Alfa Romeo factory in 
Pomigliano d’Arco, Italy, circa 1966. HAEU, BEI 2155 
Photo: Dino Jarach; Progil-Bayer-Ugine, chemical factory in 
Pont-de-Claix (France), circa 1970. HAEU, BEI 2145 - Photo: 
Studio Piccardy, L. Guelfo and M. Auffray.

Middle: BEWAG, thermal power station in West Berlin 
(Germany), circa 1977. HAEU, BEI 2164  – Photo: Unknown.

Down: Lubatti blast furnace, Italy, June 1957. 
HAEU, BAC-004/1971 0081 – Photo: Unknown.

Industrial
EXPANSIONSteel consumption

 in the six founding 
Member States almost 

doubled between 1952 and 
1962, and continued to 
grow rapidly until the 

oil crisis of 1973.
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Up: First page of the draft 
‘Werner Report’. Fonds 
personnel Pierre Werner, 
Archives nationales de 
Luxembourg.

Down - From left to right: 
Poster produced by the Council 
of the EU on the introduction of 
the Euro as a “virtual currency” 
on 1 January 1999. 
HAEU, NDG 220; Poster 
produced by the European 
Commission. HAEU, NDG 203.

a single currency 
for Europe

Economic integration changed the 
life of European citizens, as the single 
market guarantees the free movement 
of goods, capital, services, and labour. 
The introduction of the Euro, circulating 
since 2002 and currently adopted by 19 
countries, was the most visible symbol of 
the fusion of markets envisioned by the 
Schuman Declaration. Not long after the 
creation of the Eurozone, the economic 
and financial crisis of the late 2000s put the 
Euro to its first major test.

E U R O

Jean-Claude 
Trichet (FR)

President of the European
 Central Bank 2003 - 2011. 

HAEU, INT 797 

Herman van 
Rompuy (BE)

President of the 
European Council 2009 - 2014. 

HAEU, INT 885

“L’idée selon laquelle 
on devait avoir la monnaie 
unique déjà en place 
avant l’an 2000 était une 
idée extrêmement forte.”

“... responsibility and solidarity.
And we kept that approach 
during the crisis, two and 

half years.”

Listen to

Cartoons about the Euro in poster format. HAEU, NDG 484 .

The first plan for 
the adoption of a single 

currency dates back to 1970, 
when Luxembourg Prime Minister 

Pierre Werner presented his 
eponymous report on economic 

and monetary union. 
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DOCUMENTATION 

The Treaty on European Union, 
which amended the Treaty of 
Rome, was signed in Maastricht, 
the Netherlands in 1992. For the 
first time, the name “European 
Union” was used in an official 
treaty.  

Article B envisaged the road 
towards the completion of the 
internal market through a full 
economic and monetary union, 
to be finalized by the introduction 
of a single currency.  

Treaty of Maastricht

Up - From left to right: 
The signing of the 
Maastricht Treaty, 
7 February 1992. 
© European Communities 
1992 - Source: EC  
Photo: Christian 
Lambiotte;
Facsimile of the 
Maastricht Treaty, HAEU.

Down: Working 
Document of the 
European Commission on 
the Treaty of Maastricht, 
February 1992. 
HAEU, RS 79.

Enrique Barón
Crespo (ES)

President of the European 
Parliament 1989 - 1992. 

HAEU, INT 884

 “I insisted very much on the fact 
that we had to concentrate on 
some points, not the drafting 
of the European Constitution, 
even if I was in favor of it, it was 
my dream but also, to put on 
the table some core concepts, 
core ideas that could transform 

the European community.”

Listen to

1 9 9 2



Title 1

COMMON PROVISIONS 

Article A  

By this Treaty, the High Contracting Parties establish among themselves a 
European Union, hereinafter called ‘the Union`.  

This Treaty marks a new stage in the process of creating an ever closer 
union among the peoples of Europe, in which decisions are taken as closely as 
possible to the citizen.  

The Union shall be founded on the European Communities, supplemented 
by the policies and forms of cooperation established by this Treaty. Its task shall 
be to organize, in a manner demonstrating consistency and solidarity, relations 
between the Member States and between their peoples.  

Article B  

The Union shall set itself the following objectives:  

- to promote economic and social progress which is balanced and sustainable, in 
particular through the creation of an area without internal frontiers, through the 
strengthening of economic and social cohesion and through the establishment 
of economic and monetary union, ultimately including a single currency in 
accordance with the provisions of this Treaty; […]  

Treaty on European Union
ARTI CLES A  AND B 

1 9 9 2



Facsimile of the Maastricht Treaty, HAEU. 
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“ “

F rom the proposal between 
France and West Germany on 
the production of coal and 

steel, Europe grew into the present 
27-state Union in less than 70 years. The 
idea of enlargement to “all countries 
willing to take part” was already 
enshrined in the Schuman Declaration, 
but took a deeper meaning as new 
Member States joined from the South, 
the North and most recently from the 
East. Members can also decide to leave 
the Union, as Brexit has demonstrated. 

Poster produced by the European Commission. HAEU, NDG 250.

Catherine
Day (IE)

Secretary-General of the 
European Commission 

2005 - 2015. HAEU, INT 134 

A. A. Pereira
Lopes Sabino (PT)

EU official 1984-2008.
HAEU, INT 258 

 

 “I went in as director to the 
Balkans and I came out 
as director for the Central 
and Eastern Europe. And 
that was really the most 
emotionally exciting thing 
I ever did, working on the 
enlargement. Because you 
felt, it was such a historic 
opportunity to right the 

wrongs of the past.”

“It was a great joy to see 
the flags of Portugal 
and Spain beside the 
others in Berlaymont, 
and in Charlemagne. 
That was to me the 

most important day.”  

Listen to
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1 9 5 8

1 9 9 5

1 9 7 3

2 0 0 4

2 0 0 7

1 9 8 1

2 0 1 3

1 9 8 6

Members of the EU in 2020

Year:

EUROPEAN ENLARGEMENTS
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1

2 3

1. Katia Muñoz (artist from Peru), “Map 
of my own trajectory of migration. I’m a migratory 
bird. I’m not from here or there”, collage, 
Barcelona, October 2013. HAEU, BABE Archival 
Collection.

2. Elena (Romania), “It was the Black 
forest in Germany”. Visual representation of 
passing borders in the EU. Turin, December 
2013. HAEU, BABE Archival Collection.

3. Ahmed (Marocco), “I drew a suitcase 
people use them when they need to travel”. Turin, 
December 2013, HAEU, BABE Archival Collection.

Crossing
BORDERS

The BABE 
project collection 

offers a multiplicity of visual 
memories of movement across 

Europe. The material collected is 
the result of the fieldwork carried 

out in European countries 
including the Netherlands, 

Italy, Sweden, France 
and Spain.

The Schengen 
Agreement was signed in 

1985 near the town of Schengen, 
Luxembourg, with a view to 

gradually abolishing border checks at 
the signatories’ common boundaries. 
The Schengen Area now comprises 26 

European states, that have officially 
abolished passport controls at 

their mutual borders. 

The enlargement of the European 
space also meant that more people 
were free to move across the 
continent. Notions like borders, 
freedom of movement, mobility 
were redefined by the European 
project, but they are still hot topics at 
the center of public debate.

Up: Flyer produced by the MEF and the Gioventù 
Federalista, probably 1983. HAEU, UEF 428.

Down - From left to right: “Action frontières” of 
activists of the Union of the European Federalists 
(UEF) in France, May 1983. HAEU, UEF 427 - Photo: 
Unknown; Activist during a demonstration in 
Luxembourg, December 1985. 
HAEU, CS 103 - Photo: Unknown.
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DOCUMENTATION 

The amended versions of the Treaty 
of Rome (now TFEU) and of the 
Treaty of Maastricht (TEU) lay the 
constitutional basis of the European 
Union. Their consolidated texts 
are regularly published by the 
European Commission.  Article 49 

of the consolidated version of the 
TEU regulates the procedures for a 
State to become a member of the 
Union. Any State wishing to apply 
has to respect the fundamental 
values of the EU, proclaimed in 
Article 2. 

in force

Treaty on European Union

Up - From left to right: Poster produced by the European Commission, 2001. HAEU, NDG 130;
Note by Graham Avery, Chief Adviser for strategic questions at the Directorate-General for 
Enlargement of the European Commission, on accession negotiations, 22 May 2002. 
HAEU, GJLA 220; Letter of the President of the European Council Bertie Ahern to the President of 
the European Commission Romano Prodi. 11 May 2004. HAEU, RP 495 - Photo: Unknown.

On 1 May 2004, 
ten new members 

were welcomed into 
the European Union. The 

ceremony took place
 in Dublin.



in force

Consolidated version of 
the Treaty on European Union

Article 2

The Union is founded on the values of respect for human dignity, freedom, 
democracy, equality, the rule of law and respect for human rights, including 
the rights of persons belonging to minorities. These values are common to the 
Member States in a society in which pluralism, non-discrimination, tolerance, 
justice, solidarity and equality between women and men prevail.

Article 49  

Any European State which respects the values referred to in Article 2 
and is committed to promoting them may apply to become a member of the 
Union. The European Parliament and national Parliaments shall be notified of 
this application. The applicant State shall address its application to the Council, 
which shall act unanimously after consulting the Commission and after receiving 
the consent of the European Parliament, which shall act by a majority of its 
component members. The conditions of eligibility agreed upon by the European 
Council shall be taken into account. 

The conditions of admission and the adjustments to the Treaties on which 
the Union is founded, which such admission entails, shall be the subject of an 
agreement between the Member States and the applicant State. This agreement 
shall be submitted for ratification by all the contracting States in accordance 
with their respective constitutional requirements. 

ARTI CLES 2  AND 49

Forward: Poster produced by the European Commission, 2001. HAEU, NDG 130.
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“

“
A lthough a European federation 

has not been achieved, 
democratisation and identity - 

building have been crucial components    
of the European integration process. 
From the demonstrations of European 
federalists, to the first direct elections 

of the European Parliament in 
1979, to the debate on the 
fundamental rights of the European 
Union, institutions and citizens 
have long discussed the meaning 
of being European.  Citizenship of 
the EU was given to the citizens of 

Member States by the Treaty of 
Maastricht, but this concept is still 
a much debated issue, as it 
questions individual and group 
identities in the current global 
environment.

Christine 
Verger (FR)

EU official 1984 - 2009. 
HAEU, INT 302 

 “l’Europe et la construction
européenne c’est aussi la 
préservation d’un certain 
nombre de valeurs. […] il
est essentiel de faire 
comprendre que c’est 
aujourd’hui un grand 
privilège que de vivre
dans  ce  monde  de  valeurs,
de démocratie, de respect
des droits individuels, 

culturels.” 

Listen to

Federalist demonstration in Milan, 29 June 1985. HAEU, UEF 415 - Photo: Unknown .
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Calling for
a FEDERAL EUROPE
The Union of European Federalists (UEF) 
was established in 1946, to coordinate 
the activities of the many federalist 
movements across Europe. The first 
federalist movement, Movimento Federalista 
Europeo (MFE) was founded by Altiero 
Spinelli in Italy, in 1943. 

Up: Federalist demonstrations in Strasbourg, 
18 July 1979. HAEU, UEF 229 - Photo: Unknown.

Right - From top to bottom: UEF demonstration in 
Brussels, 28 June 1987. HAEU, CS 46 – Photos: 

Claude Schöndube. 
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DEMOCRACY in the EU:

 the DIRECT ELECTIONS 
of the European Parliament

HAEU, NDG 192 EP Archives

EP Archives EP Archives

EP ArchivesHAEU, NDG 132

HAEU, NDG 131

Posters on European elections produced by the European 
Parliament, 1979-2009.  
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Left: Poster on the Charter of 
Fundamental Rights of the 
European Union. 
HAEU, NDG 2. 
Right: European Commission 
memo on the European Union’s 
role in promoting human rights 
and democratisation in third 
countries, May 2001. 
HAEU,  AV 96.

Charter of Fundamental Rights of the EU 
The Charter of Fundamental
Rights of the European
Union was signed in 
2000 and became legally
binding in 2009. It sets out 
the fundamental rights 
of everyone living in the
European Union. 

Human dignity, freedom, 
equality and solidarity
are the fundamental 
values on which the 
Union is based, while 
democracy and rule of 
law are its operating 
principles. 

Vassilis 
Skouris (GR)

President of the Court of 
Justice of the European Union 

2003 - 2015. HAEU, INT 870 

Raymonde 
Dury (BE)

Member of the European 
Parliament (MEP) 1982-1998. 

HAEU, INT 826

 “We have been asked as 
Court of Justice of the European 
Union to develop a theory 
of constitutional/fundamental 

rights.” 
 

“Pour les Droits de l’Homme, 
[le Parlement européen] c’était 
quand même important. Je 
reprends l’exemple de Mandela. 
Ce n’est pas un hasard si une 
des premières visites à l’étranger 
de Nelson Mandela ça a été le 

Parlement européen.” 

Listen toListen to

2 0 0 0
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Charter of Fundamental Rights 
of the European Union

T he peoples of Europe, in creating an ever closer union among them, are 
resolved to share a peaceful future based on common values.  

Conscious of its spiritual and moral heritage, the Union is founded on the 
indivisible, universal values of human dignity, freedom, equality and solidarity; 
it is based on the principles of democracy and the rule of law. It places the 
individual at the heart of its activities, by establishing the citizenship of the 
Union and by creating an area of freedom, security and justice.  

The Union contributes to the preservation and to the development of these 
common values while respecting the diversity of the cultures and traditions of 
the peoples of Europe as well as the national identities of the Member States 
and the organisation of their public authorities at national, regional and local 
levels; it seeks to promote balanced and sustainable development and ensures 
free movement of persons, goods, services and capital, and the freedom of 
establishment.  

To this end, it is necessary to strengthen the protection of fundamental 
rights in the light of changes in society, social progress and scientific and 
technological developments by making those rights more visible in a Charter.  

This Charter reaffirms, with due regard for the powers and tasks of the 
Community and the Union and the principle of subsidiarity, the rights as 
they result, in particular, from the constitutional traditions and international 
obligations common to the Member States, the Treaty on European Union, 
the Community Treaties, the European Convention for the Protection of 
Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms, the Social Charters adopted by the 
Community and by the Council of Europe and the case-law of the Court of Justice 
of the European Communities and of the European Court of Human Rights.  

Enjoyment of these rights entails responsibilities and duties with regard to 
other persons, to the human community and to future generations.

PREAMBLE

Forward: Poster on the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union. HAEU, NDG 2.
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Enrique 

BARÓN
CRESPO

Claude

PLEINEVAUX

Catherine

DAY

President of the 
European Parliament
1989 - 1992

Enrique Baron Crespo 
© Communautés européennes 1987.

Claude Pleinevaux 
© European Union 1989 - 1992.

Catherine Day © European Union 2013 
Source : EP - Photo: Didier Bauweraerts1989 - 1992.

Euratom 1960 - 1967 and European 
Commission official 1967 - 1998

Secretary-General of the 
European Commission 

2005-2015

HAEU, INT 884 

HAEU, INT 238

HAEU, INT 134 

“Since the beginning of my 
University time, the 2 political 

love affairs of my life were 
democracy in Spain and the 

European Construction. I 
considered that the main work 

in order to make the Spanish 
transition had been made and 

the new front was to join the 
European Institutions. 

It was a personal choice.” 

“Le but final que moi je considérais comme 
important, c’était de créer un espace 

européen où les gens vivraient en paix, 
d’abord, pourraient bénéficier du fait d’un 
développement économique plus facile et 

plus important que si les pays étaient restés 
individuellement indépendants.” 

“I had been in University at the moment of Irish accession, so it was 
deeply topical and everybody felt, this was a historical change. […] 
So, it was an opportunity both to be involved in something that was 
new for my country and for me personally, too.” 

of European politicians and 
officials is not only precious 
material for researchers, but also 
a relatable source for citizens. 
The Historical Archives of the 
European Union is a repository for 
various oral history programmes, 
which collect the voices of 
protagonists of European 
institutions. In this selection 
of interviews you can listen to 
former EU representatives talking 
about why they chose Europe, 
and what Europe means to them.

INSTITUTIONAL THE

EMORYM

of EUROPE
VOICES

9 May 20201950>2020
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Christine

VERGER

Christine Verger 
© European Union 2013 Source: EP - Photo: Jennifer Jacquemart.

EU Official 
1987 - 2009

HAEU, INT 302 

“Même si la situation actuelle n’est pas très rose, 
c’est le moins qu’on puisse dire, je crois qu’il faut 
toujours rappeler les fondamentaux, […] c’est quand 
même la Communauté de paix qui est à l’origine de la 
construction européenne, il ne faut jamais l’oublier.” 

Martin

SCHULZ

Martin Schulz 
© European Union 2016 Source : EP - Photo:  Marc Dossmann.

President of the European 
Parliament 2012 - 2017

HAEU, INT 875 

“... To be a part of that 
multi-national, multi-lingual,

multi-ethnical, multi-religion,
multi...character place.  

A unique one in the world. 
It is so fascinating, so enriching.”

José Manuel 

BARROSO 

President of the European 
Commission 2004 - 2012

José Manuel Barroso 
© European Union 2014 Source: EP - Photo: Mathieu Cugnot. HAEU, INT 798 

“I think there was a clear link and inspiration, 
not only from the élite because there was a lot 

of migrants, Portuguese working in France, 
Switzerland, in Germany, in Great Britain. 

The idea of Europe in Portugal was considered 
a very good and positive idea.” 

of EUROPE
VOICES
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Left: Mine workers in Central Sicily (Italy), 1962 . HAEU, BEI 2157 - Photo: Unknown
Right: Miners of a coppice coal mine, 1958. HAEU, CEAB09 586 - Photo: Unknown

Down: First European passport issued by the ECSC, 1953. HAEU, CEAB02 122 - Photos: ERSC/USI and unknown authors

was a defining principle of European 
integration, enshrined in the 
founding treaties. As a result, 
EU citizens now enjoy equal 
treatment with nationals in 
accessing employment and 
working conditions. At the same 
time, the harmonisation of 
national social policy regimes 
has been a continuous challenge 
for European institutions, 
as Member States have 
different historical traditions and 
socio-cultural backgrounds. 

FREE
MOVEMENT
OF WORKERS

Workers and 
EUROPEAN 
IDENTITY 

9 May 20201950>2020
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Across EUROPE  

Up - From left to right: Poster “Europa in 
beweging” produced by the European 
Commission. HAEU, NDG 300; 
Poster on the event “Tour pour l’emploi 
‘97” produced by the European Trade 
Union Confederation. HAEU, NDG 451. 

Down - From left to right: Poster on job 
opportunities across Europe. 
HAEU, NDG 341; Poster “Free movement” 
produced by the European Parliament. 
HAEU, NDG 284.
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Worker’s RIGHTS  

Judgement of the European Communities, 15 October 
1969: Württembergische Milchverwertung-Südmilch AG v 
Salvatore Ugliola. [case 15-69]. HAEU, CJUE 306 .

Excerpt of the Directive 2004/38/EC. Official Journal of 
the European Union, L 158/77, 30.04.2004.

Jacqueline Nonon (FR)
European Commission official, 

1958 - 1980. 
HAEU, INT 226 

“La libre circulation des travailleurs 
c’était presque plus important 
que la circulation des monnaies si 
vous voulez. Les monnaies c’était 
important, mais que les hommes  
puissent faire l’Europe en circulant!”

Listen to

Directive 2004/38/EC 
of the European Parliament 
and of the Council recently 

implemented the right of citizens 
of the Union and their family 
members to move and reside 

freely within the territory of the 
Member States.

The Court of Justice of 
the European Communities 

in 1969 deliberated that a 
migrant worker who interrupted his 

employment for purposes of military 
service in his country is entitled 
to have that period taken into 
account for calculation of his 

pension rights. 
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EUROPEANS

E U R O P E  A N D

EUROPEANS
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F. Baduel Glorioso (Perugia  1927-2017) 
was a trade unionist involved in Italian 
and European associations and 
institutions. In 1978 she was elected 
President of the European Economic and 
Social Committee (EESC), the advisory 
committee composed of employers, 
trade unionists and representatives of 
civil society organizations. She was the 
first woman to be elected president of 
an institutional body of the European 
Economic Community. 

Supporting workers’ rights
FABRIZIA BADUEL GLORIOSO

Fabrizia Baduel Glorioso during the 163rd plenary session of the EESC, 
Brussels, 29-30 November 1978. HAEU, FBG 107 – Photo: Unknown

Up - From left to right: Fabrizia Baduel Glorioso, 17 October 1978.HAEU, FBG 105 – Photo: Unknown
Fabrizia Baduel Glorioso involved in union activities at the Confederazione Italiana Sindacati Lavoratori 
(CISL), probably 1952. HAEU, FBG 89 – Photo: Unknown

“Western Europe has an impressive cultural heritage, it has the 
experience and the productive potential of a vast industrialised 
area […] Western Europe also enjoys the historical culture of a 
huge workers’ movement.” 
Taken from the inaugural speech of Fabrizia Baduel Glorioso to the EESC, 17 October 1978. HAEU, 
FBG 70 (translated from Italian) .
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Up - From left to right: Poster for the pre-election campaign of the 
European Socialists for the women of Europe, 1994. HAEU, NDG 165 ; 
Poster of the exhibition “Europe is Woman” held in Milan (Italy), January-
February 1989.  HAEU, FDLV 71; Judgment of the Court of Justice of 8 April 
1976. Gabrielle Defrenne v Société anonyme belge de navigation aérienne 
Sabena.  [Case 43/75]. HAEU, CJUE 412.

Down: Election poster produced by the European Parliament, 1992. 
HAEU, NDG 58.

Women for
EQUAL RIGHTS in Europe

is one of the defining issues 
of the last few decades, and 
a measure of quality of a 
democratic society. European 
institutions played a significant 
role in promoting an equal 
treatment of men and women 
in the workforce, and gender 
balance in decision-making. Far 
from being completely achieved, 
the full equality of rights and 
opportunities for men and women 
still represents a challenge for 
European governments and 
societies. 

G E N D E R
E Q U A L I T Y

Jacqueline 
Nonon (FR)

European Commission 
official 1958 - 1980. 

HAEU, INT 226  

“Je me suis trouvée à la tête 
d’un groupe de travail qu’on 
a baptisé le groupe AD HOC 
pour l’égalité des femmes 
et c’est de là qu’est partie la 

législation.”

Listen to

WOMEN

In 1976, the 
seminal ruling of the 

European Court of Justice of 
the European Communities 

Defrenne v Sabena (1976) 
established that the principle of 

equal pay should have direct 
effect in the legal order of 

Member States.  
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F. Deshormes La Valle (Naples 1927-
Rome 2013) was a journalist engaged with 
European issues. In 1976 she was appointed 
Head of the Women’s Information Office 
set up by the European Commission. 
She organised many initiatives to involve 
women in the debate on gender equality 
and European integration.

Cover of the Bulletin 
“Femmes d’Europe”, 

1980, N°14 (March/April).  
HAEU, FDE 389.

From left to right: Fausta Deshormes La Valle in her office at the European Commission, circa 1979. 
HAEU, FDLV 70 – Photo: J.L.Debaize; Fausta Deshormes La Valle at the meeting of the editors-in-chief  of 
the women’s press, April 1978. HAEU, FDLV 70 - Photo: Unknown; Poster on the first European elections.  
HAEU, CS 54.

“Because it’s true, we lived in a vacuum, nobody 
was dealing with us but that was our strength. 
Just as it was when I took charge of the women’s 
information service.”  
HAEU, INT 726 (Transcript of interview, translated from French)

Fausta Deshormes 
La Valle promoted the 

publication of the review 
“Women of Europe” (1977-

1991), to give a voice to 
European women in the 

Community.

European activist for women’s rights
FAUSTA DESHORMES LA VALLE
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Simone Veil (Nice 1927- 
Paris 2017) was a French 
lawyer and politician, 
Minister of Health and 
member of the Constitutional 
Council in France. Survivor 
of the Auschwitz-Birkenau 
concentration camp, she 
was elected on July 17, 
1979 President of the 
European Parliament, the 
first to be directly elected.

Nicole Fontaine 
© Communautés 

européennes 1999.

Up: Simone Veil at the European Parliament, 17 July 1979. 
HAEU, UEF 229 – Photo: Unknown.

Right: Excerpt of the speech by Simone Veil, President of the European 
Parliament, at the European Movement on the occasion of the 

celebration of the 30th anniversary of the Schuman Declaration, 9 May 
1980, with manuscript notes. HAEU, PE1 23056.

After Simone
 Veil, Nicole Fontaine 

was the second woman to 
be elected President of the 

European Parliament 
in 1999. 

Election of Simone Veil as 
President of the European 
Parliament, 17 July 1979 
© European Union 2019.

“Le Parlement Européen, 
maintenant élu au suffrage 
universel est désormais 
porteur d’une responsabilité 
particulière. Et pour relever 
les défis auxquels l’Europe 
est confrontée, c’est dans trois 
directions qu’il faudra l’orienter, 
l’Europe de la solidarité, 
l’Europe de l’indépendance, 

l’Europe de la coopération.” 

Watch

A female leader for the European Parliament
SIMONE VEIL
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Ursula Hirschmann (Berlin 
1913 - Rome 1991) was an 
activist, militant anti-fascist 
and supporter of European 
federalism. She promoted the 
clandestine circulation of the 
Ventotene Manifesto during 
the war and organized the 
first meeting of the European 
Federalist Movement in 1943. 
In the 1970s, she was involved 
in the launch of the group 
“Femmes pour l’Europe”. 

Altiero Spinelli at a conference in Antwerp, 1972. 
HAEU, AS 294 - Photo: Unknown.

Left: Identity document of Ursula Hirschmann, 1940. HAEU, AS 210; 
Right: Postcard of Ventotene, fondo Ernesto Rossi.

“We, the uprooted of Europe who “changed our country 
more often than our shoes” – as Brecht, representative of the 
uprooted, stated – we, too, do not have anything else to lose 
but our chains in a united Europe, and that is the reason why 
we are federalists.”
Ursula Hirschmann, Noi senzapatria, Il Mulino 1993, translated from Italian. Ursula Hirschmann was 

married to Altiero Spinelli, 
whom she first met in Ventotene. 

Before, she had been married 
to Eugenio Colorni, who was 

killed during the war.

Li
st

en
 to

José Manuel Barroso (PT)
President of the European Commission 2004 - 2012. 
HAEU, INT 798  

Gianluigi Valsesia (IT)
EU Official 1962 - 2001. 
HAEU, INT 288

All the governments wanted the more important portfolios.  And they were not sending 
[...] women. And in fact, I wanted to have at least 9 or one third […] I had to push the 
governments to send me women as candidates. […] but at the end we’ve got it.”

 “Et l’on devait faire tout ce qui est possible pour augmenter les taux de [la] présence 
[féminine] qui étaient à l’époque extrêmement marginaux par rapport à la présence 
masculine au sein des services communautaires.”  

From Ventotene to Europe
URSULA HIRSCHMANN
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for a
FEDERAL EUROPEYOUTH

The Loreley Camp 
was one of the many 

initiatives organised by 
young Europeans in the 

early 1950s.

have been the target for specific 
EU policies, like the flagship 
programme Erasmus, but they 
also proactively voiced their 
idea of Europe through youth 
associations and movements, 
from the outset of the European 
integration process. How children 
and young people perceive the 
European space is a measure of 
the impact of European policies, 
as well as a blueprint for the 
Europe of the future. 

Y O U N G 
P E O P L E

Up - From left to right: International camp 
for European Youth at the Loreley, Germany, 
1951. HAEU, CS 94 - Photos: Unknown;
Review “Soleil Levant” of the association “Pro 
Pace”, youth section, on Loreley Camp. HAEU, 
AM 195.

Down: Activities of the Movimento Federalista 
Europeo (MFE) at its headquarters in Florence, 
Italy, June 1996. HAEU, SP 85 - Photo: 
Unknown.
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Paolo Clarotti (IT)
European Commission official, 1959 - 1996. 
HAEU, INT 124

Georges Rencki (FR)
European Commission official, 1958 - 1992. 
HAEU, GR 149

 “J’ai participé à ce qu’on a appelé la campagne européenne de la jeunesse qui était une 
campagne lancée par le mouvement européen italien qui était à ses débuts à l’époque.”

 “Il s’agit d’affirmer le désir des jeunesses politiques de voir l’Europe s’unir au plus vite possible. 
[…] D’autre part il s’agit d’étudier un certain nombre de problèmes spécifiquement jeunes qui 
se rattachent à la construction europénne et de créer une conscience europénne des jeunesses 
politiques.” 

YOUTH
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Y O U T H  
P O L I C Y
in the EU 

Celebrations organised by the European Union on reaching the landmark of one million ERASMUS 
students. © European Communities 1992 - Source: EC – Photo: Christian Lambiotte

Bulletin of the European Youth Forum. HAEU, JD 981

Poster produced by the European Commission. HAEU, NDG 468 
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Posters on EU educational programmes produced by the European 
Commission, HAUE NDG 8 and NDG 101 

The Erasmus, Socrates 
and Leonardo programmes, 
launched by the European 

Commission between the 1980s 
and the 1990s, aimed to promote 
innovation, training, co-operation 

and mobility in education. 

Excerpt of speech by Jacques Delors, President of the European Commission, during 
the conference organised by Le Monde, together with the EEC and the Université de la 
Sorbonne, 2 March 1988, on “Education at the Heart of the European Project”. 
HAEU, JD 72
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Manuel Marín González (ES)
Vice-president of the European Commission 1986 - 1999. 
HAEU, INT 631  

 “… pudimos lanzar en el campo de la cultura un proyecto, que fue pionero en su 
género, y que confirmó a nivel europeo algo tan importante como las autonomías de 
las universidades que fue el programa Erasmus.”
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Secondary school, December 2019. 

Secondary school, February 2020.

Primary school, March 2019.

How the EU is perceived 
by YOUNG 
PEOPLE

“For me, Europe is a 
continent linked by many 
threads”  Primary school, 
March 2019.

Un due tre Eu ro pa… 
Un due tre Eu ro pa… 

Se mi guardi 
ti faccio scoprir 

cosa sono dentro di me. 
nei ricordi di infanzia passata 

dai miei nonni a me. 
Se guardi dentro di me 

vedrai storie sconosciute 
ma tutti i personaggi 

uniti a te con dei fili Europa. 

WatchDrawings by primary 
and secondary students in 

the context of the workshops 
carried out by the HAEU educational 

programme. The topics discussed 
were: the individual perspective 
on the European Union, the free 

movement of people, and the 
Schuman Declaration.

Un due tre.
Eu-ro-pa! 

Music: Tchaikovsky 
Chanson Italienne 

Op.39 n ° 15

Poster produced by the European Commission. 
HAEU, NDG 289.
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TODAY!

“The European Union for me is like the Moon,
 visible almost always, always present, it seems to be around 

you doing nothing important, but in reality it contributes to our 
well-being by acting directly, without you noticing at once.” 

 Italian secondary School, HAEU educational programme, November 2019.

Should the individual’s ties with the European 
Union be considered as functioning on multiple 
levels, including the individual, familial, 
generational, regional and national? 
A deeper sense of exploration is key 
in a generation’s ability to create 
and nurture methods of 
reflecting on the EU.

EUROPEANBEING

French secondary school, HAEU educational programme, 
January 2020. 
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2. Belinda (the Netherlands), 
Visual representation of multicultural 
roots. Amsterdam, December 2015. 
HAEU, BABE Archival Collection.

3. F. (pseudonym), Visual representation of multicultural roots. Stockholm, August 2016. 
HAEU, BABE Archival Collection.

1. Killa (pseudonym, moon in Quechua 
language), individual photographic project 
on the  meaning of living in today’s Europe. 
Barcelona, August 2016. 
HAEU, BABE Archival Collection.
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